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SUBJECT : DETENTION US OWNED SHIPS SOMALI A

REF: MOGADISCIO+ 1407 AND 1409 '

1. AS OF 1430 LOVAL TIME I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THA T

FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS FINALLY RPT FINALLY COME THROUGH WIT H

NOTE ON SHIP PROBLEM . TEXT FOLLOWS :

QUOTE : THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE SOMAL I

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASS Y

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND HAS THE HONOUR T O

INFORM THE EMBASSY THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SOMAL I

GOVERNMENT'S ENDEAVOUR T0 MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THE RELA —
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TIONS BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES DESPITE THE REPEATE D
VIOLATIONS OF THE TERRITORIAL WATERS OF THE SOMAL I
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC BY UNITED STATES REGISTERED O R
OWNED VESSELS, THE SOMALI GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO RELEAS E
THE FIVE VESSELS ON CONDITION THAT A FINE OF SHS . S O.

80,000 PLUS ANY EXPENSES OR DAMAGES CLAIMED B Y MOGADISCIO
PORT AUTHORITY BE PAID .
HOWEVER, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOMALI DEMOCRATI C

REPUBLIC WISHES T o INFORM THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THROUG H
THE EMBASSY IN THE MOST CLEAR TERMS THAT ANY GRAVE CONSEQUENC E

OF ANY FURTHER VIOLATIONS OF THE TERRITORIAL WATERS OF TH E
SOMALI DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC BY UNITED STATES REGISTEREE OR OWNE D
VESSELS WILL BE THE SOLE RESP ONSIBILITY OF THE UNITED STATE S
GOVERNMENT .
THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE SOMALI DEMOCRATI C
REPUBLIC AVAILS ITSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO RENEW TO TH E
EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA THE ASSURANCES OF IT S

HIGHEST CONSIDERATION . UNQUOT E

2. COMMENT : WHATEVER DIFFERENCES WE MAY HAVE LXTH TH E
EXACT REASONING OF THE NOTE, IMPORTANT FACT IS THAT' IT CO

NFIRMS RELEASE OF SHIPS. WE SHOULD, AT SAME TIME, STGESS T O
DEPARTMENT GSDR'IS EXTREMELY SERIOUS ABOUT STATEMENT CONTAINE D

IN SECOND PARAGRAPH RE GRAVE CONSEQUENCES OF ANY FURTHE R
VIOLATION AGAINST ITS TERRITORIAL WATERS . EMBASSY WILL SUBMI T
NOTE ON ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO FOREIGN OFFICE FIRST THIN

G SATURDAY (NEXT WORKING DAY). EMBASSY ALSO BELIEVES THAT US G
SHOULD TAKE WHATEVER ADDITIONAL STEPS . POSSIBLE TO PREVENT RE -
CURRENCE SUCH INCIDENTS AND THAT WE SHOULD INFORM SOMALI GOVERN -
MENT FULLY OF EXTENT OF OUR EFFORTS .

3. WE HAVE JUST CONFERRED WITH SAVAGE AND VERRET . THE Y

INFORM US THAT PROPOSED FINE AND POSSIBLE PORT EXPENSES AR E
SATISFACTORY TO THEM . THEY WILL CONTACT PORT AUTHORITIE S

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO WORK OUT ANY DETAILS OF PAYMENT AN D

RELEASE OF SHIPS . EMBASSY WILL, OF COURSE, GIVE THEM AL L

POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE. WITH LUC K SHIPS SHOULD BE ABLE TO LEAV E

BY JULY 18TH .

4. I KNOW THAT THE DEPARTMENT WILL SHARE OUR RELIEF THAT THI S

PROBLEM IS FINALLY RESOLVED . WE ASSUME YOU WILL INFORM SEDC O

IMMEDIATELY. (PHONE 713- 626-4410)
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TM FOR NAIROBI .• WOULD APPRECIATE YOU MAKING SPECIAL EFFOR T
TO LOCATE CLEMENTS AND INFORM HIM OF DECISION .
HADSEL
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