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Embassy of the United States of America

December 16, 1999

BY HAND DELIVERY

Mme. Xue Hanqin 

Director General

Department of Treaty and Law

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

People's Republic of China

No. 2 Chao Yang Men Nan Da Jie

Beijing, China 100701

Agreement Between the Government of the People's Republic of China and the Government of United States of America
Dear Madame Xue:

This letter follows up on our conversations regarding the meaning of "national legal procedures" referred to in Article 1 of the Agreement between the Government of the People's Republic of China and the Government of the United States of America ("the Agreement"), which we will sign on behalf of our countries later today.

As I have indicated over the course of our 
discussions, the U.S. Executive Branch must seek an appropriation for the purpose of settling the claims of the People's Republic of China for the property damage suffered by the Chinese side as a result of the U.S. bombing of the Chinese Embassy in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on 8 May 1999. To that end, the U.S. Executive Branch will seek such an appropriation when it presents its budget early 
next year to the Congress for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2000.

The reference in Article 1 of the Agreement to "national legal procedures" refers to the domestic legal requirement that an appropriation from Congress must first occur before the Government of the United States has completed its national legal procedures.



David R. Andrews Legal Adviser

U.S. Department of State

