


« Northern Iraq/Southeastern Turkey. The Kongra-Gel/PKK maintains an active
presence in the predominantly ethnic Kurdish areas of southeastern Turkey and
northern Iraq. The Kongra-Gel/PKK operates several base camps along the border in
northern Iraq from which it provides logistical support to forces that launch attacks
into Turkey, primarily against Turkish security forces, local Turkish officials, and
villagers who oppose the organization.

Lebanon

The Lebanese Government recognizes several terrorist organizations, including Hizballah,
which holds several seats in Parliament, as "legitimate resistance groups" and permits them to
maintain offices in Beirut and elsewhere around the country. The Lebanese Government
recently agreed to work to control the weapons of Palestinian militias outside the refugee
camps within six months and, for the first time, is discussing possible limits to Hizballah’s
arms. Although Syria withdrew its military forces in April 2005, it maintains an intelligence
presence in Lebanon and continues to offer support and facilitate arms smuggling to Hizballah
and Palestinian terrorist groups. Because the Government of Lebanon does not exercise
effective control over areas in the south and inside the Palestinian refugee camps, terrorists
can operate relatively freely in those areas.

Yemen

Several terrorist organizations continued to maintain a presence in Yemen throughout 2005.
The Government of Yemen recognizes HAMAS and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J) as legal
organizations. HAMAS conducted extensive fundraising through mosques and other
charitable organizations and maintains offices. In December, HAMAS leader Khaled Mishal
visited Sanaa and met publicly with President Saleh. Al-Qaida’s operational structure in
Yemen has been weakened and dispersed, but concerns remain about the organization's
attempts to reconstitute operational cells there. Yemen continues to increase its maritime
security capabilities, but land border security along the extensive frontier with Saudi Arabia
remains a problem, despite increased Yemeni-Saudi cooperation on bilateral security issues.

THE AMERICAS
Colombia Border Region

This region includes the borders between Colombia on one side, and Venezuela, Ecuador,
Peru, Panama, and Brazil on the other. Rough terrain, dense forest cover, and lack of
government authority and presence in this area create a safe haven for insurgent and terrorist
groups, including the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). Brazil, Ecuador,
Peru, and Panama have adopted an unstated policy mix of containment and non-confrontation
with Colombian narcoterrorist groups, while Peru pursues the domestic terrorist group
Sendero Luminoso (SL). FARC used remote areas to house prisoners and hostages and to
stage and train for terrorist attacks in cities.
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The Triborder Area

Suspected supporters of Islamic terrorist groups, including Hizballah and HAMAS, take
advantage of loosely regulated territory and proximity to Muslim communities in Ciudad del
Este, Paraguay, and Foz do Iguacu, Brazil, to engage in illegal activity and illicit fundraising.

Venezuela

Venezuelan President Chavez has an ideological affinity with two Colombian terrorist
organizations, the FARC and the National Liberation Army (ELN), which in turn limits
Venezuelan cooperation with Colombia in combating terrorism. The FARC and ELN regard
Venezuelan territory near the border as a safe haven and often use the area for cross-border
incursions. In addition, splinter groups of the FARC and another designated terrorist
organization, the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC), operate in various parts of
Venezuela and are involved in drug trafficking.
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