Tajikistan

Sharing a 1,400-kilometer border with Afghanistan, Tajikistan is well aware of the negative
effects of state-sponsored terrorism and offered its limited resources to assist the United States
unconditionally. Tajikistan allowed its territory and air space to be used for counterterrorist
actions. The Tajik Government's main impediment to counterterrorism performance remains
its lack of resources.

Within the framework of the war on terrorism, Tajikistan prohibited extremist-oriented
activities and closely monitored terrorist groups like the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
(IMU) and extremist groups like Hizb ut-Tahrir (HT). Tajikistan participated in the
counterterrorist activities of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), the
Commonwealth Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), and the CIS Counterterrorist Center.

In 2005, approximately 74 members of HT were arrested and 44 HT activists arrested the
previous year were convicted and sentenced to prison terms of three to 20 years.

Turkey

Domestic and transnational terrorist groups have targeted Turks and foreigners, sometimes
including U.S. Government personnel, for more than 40 years. International and domestic
terrorist groups operating in Turkey include Marxist-Leninist, radical Islamist, separatist, and
pro-Chechen groups.

In August, Turkish authorities arrested Luay Sakka, a Syrian national linked to al-Qaida and
the Zarqawi network. Sakka is an important international terrorist, connected to the funding
of the November 2003 Istanbul bombings and the deaths of U.S. and Coalition forces in Iraq.
Sakka was in Turkey allegedly plotting a terrorist attack on Israeli cruise ships in Turkish
ports.

A criminal trial is underway for dozens of defendants allegedly involved in the November
2003 Istanbul bombings. The lead defendants admitted to contacts with al-Qaida and warned
of further attacks if Turkey continues to cooperate with the United States and Israel. Most of
the other defendants, however, denied responsibility for or knowledge of the bombings.

In addition to sharing intelligence information on various groups operating in Turkey, the
Turkish National Police (TNP) and the National Intelligence Organization (MIT) conducted
an aggressive counterterrorist campaign and detained numerous suspected terrorists in scores
of raids, disrupting these groups before terrorist acts could be carried out. Overall, in the last
five years the Government of Turkey has worked closely with the United States in the
apprehension, conviction, and punishment of those responsible for terrorist attacks in Turkey.
However, Turkish law still defines terrorism as attacks against Turkish citizens and the
Turkish state. Though the government recognizes the need to align this legal definition with
international norms, the old definition has yet to be amended. The TNP continues to provide
excellent protection of U.S. diplomatic and military facilities throughout Turkey; its response
is always immediate and substantial when alerted to threats or incidents involving U.S.
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interests. Similar to the handling of security at high profile events such as the Istanbul NATO
Summit in 2004, security at the World University Games that took place in August in [zmir
was appropriately proactive and without incident.

Turkey commanded the International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan for a
second time from February to August, contributing 1,500 troops.

Turkey permitted the transport to Iraq of humanitarian goods, contributed humanitarian goods
and services, and helped re-supply Coalition forces in Iraq with the transport and sale of fuel,
food, and water. Turkey also allowed Incirlik Air Base to be used as a cargo hub for non-
lethal goods transported to support OIF and OEF, and for the outbound rotation of U.S. troops
returning from Iraq. Turkey was active in reconstruction efforts, including providing
electricity to Iraq. Some 70 Turkish citizens were killed providing logistical support to
Coalition forces or performing reconstruction in Iraq. Turkey contributed headquarters
personnel to the NATO training mission in Iraq, helped train Iraqi diplomats and political
parties, and offered senior military leadership training in Turkey as a further contribution to
NATO?’s Iraq Training Mission.

Turkey’s ongoing struggle against the Kongra-Gel/PKK was marked by increased violence
across Turkey. In the Southeast, Turkish security forces were active in the struggle against
the Kongra-Gel/PKK. There were a number of bombings and attempted bombings in resort
areas in western Turkey and Istanbul, some of which resulted in civilian casualties. A
Kurdish separatist group calling itself the Kurdish Freedom Falcons (TAK), widely believed
to be affiliated with the Kongra-Gel/PKK, claimed responsibility for many of these attacks.

Turkey is working to strengthen its counterterrorism finance regime for an upcoming peer
review under the auspices of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). Pursuant to its
obligations under UNSCR 1267 and subsequent resolutions, Turkish officials continue to pass
UN and U.S.-designated names of terrorists to all law enforcement and intelligence agencies,
as well as to financial institutions. The Government of Turkey submitted legislation to
Parliament that will explicitly criminalize terrorism finance and offer safe harbor protection
for filers of suspicious transaction reports (STRs).

Turkmenistan

Turkmenistan's strategic location bordering Iran, Russia, Afghanistan, and the Caspian Sea
makes it a possible route for narcotics smuggling and money laundering. Despite a lack of
formal cooperation on counterterrorism activities, three government officials participated in
the U.S.-OSCE sponsored Conference on Combating Terrorist Financing held in Vienna in
November. Since late 2001, Turkmenistan has granted blanket overflight rights for U.S.
aircraft supporting Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). CENTCOM is contributing $5
million to build two border crossing stations on Turkmenistan’s borders with Afghanistan and
[ran.
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United Kingdom

London suffered terrorist attacks on July 7 and July 21. The
July 7 attacks were carried out by four suicide bombers who
detonated their bombs on the London public transportation
system, three in the Underground and one on a city bus. Fifty-
six people, including the terrorists, were killed in the July 7
attacks and more than 700 were injured. Three of the bombers
were UK-born citizens of Pakistani descent; the

polios officers stand i front of a sealed other was a British national of Jamaican descent and a convert
off area around a bus in London afterthe 10 Islam. A video of one of the bombers, Mohammed Siddique
Sl ororist attacks. (AFPPhoto/Cart K han, was released through the media after the attacks, and in
that video Khan attributed his act of violence to anger over UK
foreign policy.

A separate group of terrorists attempted to detonate bombs in the London Underground on
July 21, but those bombs failed to detonate completely and did not cause any casualties. UK
authorities have arrested individuals in connection with this attack; the suspected bombers are
East and West African in origin.

Government authorities reported that at least two attempted attacks have been thwarted since
July. In August, Prime Minister Blair outlined plans to strengthen counterterrorism efforts in
the United Kingdom by augmenting government authority to deport and exclude foreigners
engaged in extolling extremism and justifying terrorism, increasing powers to arrest and
detain suspects, and proscribing groups and individuals glorifying or inciting terrorism.

Prime Minister Blair met with senior leaders of the Muslim community in Britain for advice
on how to curb radicalization and to solicit support from Muslim communities to do the same.

The United Kingdom has played a leadership role in working to develop an understanding of
radicalization and in seeking to identify the structural and motivational factors that may drive
the terrorist recruitment process. The British government worked with its European
counterparts to stimulate discussion on radicalization and has sought to work with its
domestic Muslim populations to identify how this process unfolds and how communities and
governments can prevent the spread and appeal of extremist ideology.

The additional measures that the Prime Minister detailed in his August address to the nation
have yet to be passed into law, although a draft Terror Bill is making its way through
Parliament. The government engaged in a series of bilateral negotiations to allow the return
of foreigners to their home countries, with a specific understanding that those individuals will
not be subject to human rights abuses.

The July attacks in London pointed to a new phenomena in global terrorism, that of
homegrown terrorism in Europe. While the United Kingdom has experienced homegrown
terrorism in the past linked to Northern Ireland, the July 7 bombings were the first successful
attacks carried out by UK-born Islamic extremists. It is not yet clear if the July 7 and 21
terrorists had any ties to al-Qaida or other international terrorist organizations. The July 7
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terrorists traveled out of the United Kingdom to Pakistan prior to the attacks. The Khan video
suggests that at a minimum Khan affiliated himself with the goals of al-Qaida.

The United Kingdom simultaneously held the presidency of the European Union and the
chairmanship of the G8. The United Kingdom used its leadership of both entities to advance
intra-EU cooperation on counterterrorism measures and policy. During the UK presidency of
the EU, the EU agreed on a counterterrorism strategy and a review of the problem of
radicalization and terrorist recruitment within Europe.

The United States and the United Kingdom work closely together within the United Nations
and the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) to deny terrorists and their supporters access to
the international financial system. The United Kingdom has strong legal provisions for
freezing assets related to terrorist financing, including Terrorism (UN Measures) Order 2001,
the al-Qaida and Taliban (United Nations Measures) Order 2001, and the Antiterrorism Crime
and Security Act 2001.

When Prime Minister Blair gave his August 5 address listing his intentions to strengthen UK
counterterrorism measures, he said he would seek to designate Hizb-ut Tahir (HT), an
international group with operations in Britain. This group was not proscribed, however.
Individuals, including prominent Muslim leaders within the United Kingdom, argued that the
group, while endorsing violent action elsewhere in the world, does not manifest itself in the
same manner in the United Kingdom. On other matters of proscription, the United States and
the United Kingdom had regular consultations.

Northern Ireland

In Northern Ireland, Republican and Loyalist paramilitary organizations increasingly shifted
their activity from political actions to criminal racketeering. This shift began with the 1994
ceasefires of the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA), the Ulster Defence Association
(UDA), and the Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), and has accelerated further since the Good
Friday Agreement was signed in 1998.

Two relatively small "dissident" Republican paramilitaries, the Continuity Irish Republican
Army (CIRA) and the Real Irish Republican Army (RIRA), continue to advocate the use of
armed violence to support their goal of uniting the northern and southern parts of Ireland.
Loyalist paramilitaries also have a presence in the Republic of Ireland. In July, the
Provisional IRA announced that it was ending its armed campaign and would pursue its goals
through exclusively peaceful means. In September, the Independent International
Commission on Decommissioning announced that the Provisional IRA had put all of its
weapons "beyond use."
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Uzbekistan

The potential for Islamic extremism and acts of international terrorism remained significant in
Uzbekistan. Supporters of terrorist groups such as the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
(IMU), al-Qaida, the Islamic Jihad Union (I1JU), and the East Turkistan Islamic Movement
(ETIM) remained active in the region. Members of these groups expressed anti-U.S.
sentiments and have attacked U.S. interests in the past, including a 2004 suicide bombing at
the U.S. Embassy in Tashkent.

Information continued to suggest that some of these groups might be planning attacks in the
region, possibly against U.S. Government facilities, Americans, or American interests. As a
result, the Department of State authorized in June the departure of American Embassy
Tashkent's non-emergency personnel and family members. The departure status was lifted in
July, but U.S. Government personnel and facilities continued to operate at a heightened state
of alert.

Uzbekistan was among the first states to support U.S. efforts in the global war on terror.
Beginning in 2001, Uzbekistan hosted U.S. military forces within its borders. In July,
however, the government formally invoked its right to request termination within 180 days of
an agreement allowing U.S. access to the Karshi-Khanabad (K2) airbase and overflight of
Uzbekistan. Uzbek authorities continued to stress the importance of the country’s
counterterrorism cooperation and said the decision to end access at K2 did not signal
Uzbekistan's withdrawal from international counterterrorism efforts. As of December,
Uzbekistan continued to permit U.S. overflight of its territory in support of ongoing
operations in Afghanistan. The United States fully vacated the Karshi-Khanabad base on
November 21.

Tashkent hosts the Shanghai Cooperation Organization's (SCO) Regional Antiterrorism
Center Secretariat (RATS), which remained in the early stages of development. It began to
focus on operational activities, such as developing a coordinated list of terrorist groups and
facilitating joint counterterrorism exercises among SCO member states. Uzbekistan also
participated in UNODC and OSCE programs aimed at ensuring that it enacts appropriate
terrorism legislation.
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