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international relief operations, and promised to shut down known terrorist relief camps, but 
nonetheless several such groups were able to raise funds and reap public relations benefits. 
 
Pakistan's antiterrorism courts continue to prosecute terrorism cases.  In May, six activists of 
Harakat ul-Mujahedin al-Almi received 19-year sentences for possession of bombmaking 
equipment and weapons.  In March, two physicians, brothers Arshad and Akmal Waheed, 
were charged and convicted of providing medical treatment to al-Qaida terrorists. 
 
U.S.-Pakistani joint counterterrorism efforts were extensive.  They included cooperative 
efforts in border security and criminal investigations and several long-term training projects. 
 
Sri Lanka 
 
The Sri Lankan Government cooperated with U.S. efforts to track terrorist financing, although 
no assets were identified in Sri Lanka.  The United States worked with Sri Lanka to provide 
training for relevant government agencies and the banking sector.  The government 
cooperated with the United States to implement both the Container Security Initiative and the 
Department of Energy's second line of defense Megaports program at the port of Colombo.   
 
The 2002 cease-fire between the Sri Lankan Government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), a designated Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO), continued to hold despite 
numerous violations.  The Sri Lankan Army remained deployed across the country to fight the 
insurgency.  The paramilitary Special Task Force (STF) police were deployed in the east and 
at strategic locations in the west.   
 
The LTTE conducted a campaign of targeted assassinations against political opponents in 
2005.  This included the August 12 assassination of Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Lakshman 
Kadirgamar outside his Colombo residence by a suspected LTTE sniper team.  The Karuna 
faction, a dissident faction of the LTTE, conducted its own assassination campaign against the 
LTTE and pro-LTTE civilians in the east.  Members of the Karuna faction and suspected Sri 
Lankan Army informants killed at least 48 individuals in 2005, and approximately 49 
members of the Sri Lankan security forces.  Including civilian casualties, nearly 200 deaths 
were attributed to cease-fire violations. 
 
Following the assassination of Foreign Minister Kadirgamar, the government enacted 
emergency regulations giving arrest power to members of the armed forces, who are required 
to turn suspects over to the police within 24 hours.  Individuals arrested under the emergency 
regulations may be detained for up to one year.  Under these regulations, 148 persons, most of 
whom already had been released. 
    
The designated FTO Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) finances itself by 
contributions from the Tamil diaspora around the world, including North America, Europe, 
and Australia, and by imposing local "taxes" on businesses operating in the areas of Sri Lanka 
under its control.  LTTE military training is self-taught; weapons are either purchased on the 
international black market or captured from the Sri Lankan Army.  Many LTTE innovations, 
such as explosive belts, vests, and bras, the use of female suicide bombers, and waterborne 
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suicide attacks against ships, have been copied by other terrorist groups.  There is no 
indication that the LTTE is trying to acquire WMDs.   
 
In general, the LTTE has not targeted U.S. citizens or assets, limiting attacks to Sri Lankan 
security forces, political figures, civilians, and businesses.  However, in November suspected 
LTTE militants threw a grenade at a truck donated by the United States to a humanitarian 
demining program.  At the time, the truck was occupied by Sri Lankan soldiers, one of whom 
was killed in the attack. 
 
 
Western Hemisphere Overview 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“We stand firm in the fight against terrorism and firm in our conviction that a 
sustained and permanent victory depends upon the success of each individual country 
in the struggle for social cohesion.  In projecting our security policy to become an 
axiom of the State, we conceive it to be inexorably linked to the constant improvement 
of the social conditions of our people.” 

Álvaro Uribe Vélez, President of Colombia  
60th Session of the United Nations General Assembly 

 September 17, 2005 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Terrorism in the Western Hemisphere was primarily perpetrated in by narcoterrorist 
organizations based in Colombia and by the remnants of radical leftist Andean groups.  With 
the exception of the United States and Canada, there are no known operational cells of Islamic 
terrorists in the hemisphere, although scattered pockets of ideological supporters and 
facilitators in South America and the Caribbean lent financial, logistical, and moral support to 
terrorist groups in the Middle East.  Cuba remained a state sponsor of terrorism, while 
Venezuela virtually ceased its cooperation in the global war on terror, tolerating terrorists in 
its territory and seeking closer relations with Cuba and Iran, both state sponsors of terrorism. 
 
The threat of terrorist attack remained low in for most countries.  Overall, governments took 
modest steps to improve their counterterrorism (CT) capabilities and tighten border security, 
but corruption, weak government institutions, ineffective or lacking interagency cooperation, 
weak or non-existent legislation, and reluctance to allocate sufficient resources limited the 
progress of many.  Some countries, like Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Mexico, and 
El Salvador, made serious prevention and preparedness efforts.  Others, especially many that 
regularly allow narcoterrorists to transit or visit their territory, lacked urgency and resolve to 
address deficiencies in their counterterrorism posture.  Caribbean and Central American 
nations, recognizing their attractiveness and vulnerability to attack or transit by terrorists, took 
steps to improve their border controls and secure key infrastructure, especially air and 
maritime ports.  Most countries began to look seriously at the possibility of connections 
between transnational criminals and terrorist organizations.  
 


