


 181

 
Taking Action to Combat WMD Terrorism 
 
Since September 11, 2001, the international community has taken significant strides in 
responding to the threat of WMD terrorism.  States are working together bilaterally and 
multilaterally to address these threats and protect their populations.  The United States has 
taken concrete measures to build a layered defense against the WMD terrorism threat.  In 
2003, the U.S. Government announced the first National Strategy to Combat Weapons of 
Mass Destruction.  Through a variety of multinational initiatives such as the Global 
Partnership against the Spread of Weapons of Mass Destruction, the Global Threat Reduction 
Initiative, and the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI), the United States has taken a 
leadership role in reducing the threat of WMD in the hands of non-state actors and terrorists.  
 
The Proliferation Security Initiative 
 
Announced by President Bush in 2003, the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) deserves 
special mention as a particularly well received and effective international initiative.  The PSI 
is a global effort that aims to stop the trafficking of WMD, their delivery systems, and related 
materials to and from states and non-state actors of proliferation concern worldwide.  States 
that wish to join the PSI are asked to endorse a Statement of Interdiction Principles that 
identifies specific measures participants intend to undertake for the interdiction of WMD and 
related materials.  PSI participants also conduct exercises to improve their operational 
capabilities to conduct interdictions, and meet periodically to develop new operational 
concepts and share information.  PSI has led to a number of important interdictions over the 
last two years, and is an important tool in the overall U.S. strategy to combat WMD terrorism.         
  
U.S. Partnerships Supporting a Global Defense-in-Depth 

 
The United States has also worked with partner nations through the United Nations and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to reduce the threat of WMD in the hands of 
terrorists.  In the past few years, the UN Security Council has passed two important 
resolutions related to the prevention of terrorism and the proliferation of WMD.  In 2001, the 
Security Council adopted Resolution 1373, which requires all UN member states to refrain 
from providing any support, active or passive, to terrorists, and to work together to limit 
terrorist movement and safe haven.  In 2004, the Security Council adopted Resolution 1540, 
which requires all UN member states to refrain from providing support to non-state actors that 
attempt to develop or acquire WMD and their means of delivery.  Taken together, these two 
UN Security Council Resolutions demonstrate the commitment of the international 
community to work collaboratively to prevent terrorists from acquiring WMD.  
 
In 2005, the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Suppression of Acts of 
Nuclear Terrorism (Nuclear Terrorism Convention).  The United States was one of the first 
signatories.  As of January 1, 2006, the Nuclear Terrorism Convention had been signed by 
almost 100 countries.  The adoption of the Nuclear Terrorism Convention, and the recent 
adoption of the Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material 
and the Protocol to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of 
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Maritime Navigation, both U.S. initiatives, underscored the recognition of many countries to 
the risk of WMD terrorism.        
 
In late 2005, as part of a reorganization approved by Secretary Rice and endorsed by Senator 
Richard Lugar, Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, the Department of 
State created the Office of Weapons of Mass Destruction Terrorism in the newly formed 
International Security and Nonproliferation Bureau.  In close partnership with the Office of 
the Coordinator for Counterterrorism and other State Department offices, the mission of the 
Office of WMD Terrorism is to work with domestic and international partners to develop a 
global layered defense in-depth to prevent, protect against, and respond to the threat or use of 
WMD by terrorists.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The potential threat of terrorists acquiring and using WMD poses one of the greatest security 
challenges facing the United States today.  During the past year, the U.S. Government has 
built on a range of activities and launched new efforts to prevent, protect against, and respond 
to the threat or use of WMD.  Together with partner nations and international organizations, 
the United States will continue to take the initiative to reduce the global risk of WMD 
terrorism.  
 


