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Mister President, distinguished delegates,

May I first extend my warmest congratulations to you, to our three working group chairmen, and to our facilitators for your heroic efforts in guiding the work of this conference and for bringing it to a successful conclusion.  I also wish to express my appreciation to our Swiss hosts for their hospitality and, especially, to the hardworking men and women of the United Nations Secretariat for the magnificent job that they have done to keep things moving smoothly.

The United States is pleased to join the consensus in adopting in the outcome document for this conference.  I believe it represents an important milestone in the effort that we all began five years ago, in Copenhagen, to    put social development at the top of the international agenda and in each of  our countries. We have strongly reaffirmed the ten commitments contained    in the Copenhagen Declaration, and have agreed on an ambitious, but achievable program of work to bring these ten commitments to full 
realization in the years ahead.

In the call for Further Actions and Initiatives, one of the areas in which we made important progress was Commitment 3.

· We recognized the major step that was taken through the Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, and agreed to build on that historic agreement through furthers steps by governments and the private sector.  These steps will help us ensure that we break the vicious cycles   of child and forced labor, end discrimination in employment and 
guarantee workers the right to participate in the decisions that affect their economic lives.

· We decided on a range of measures to promote opportunities for productive employment for people everywhere, recognizing that decent work is the surest way out of poverty.

· And we called for steps to help prepare all of our citizens for the rapidly changing labor markets by improving access to new technologies and lifelong learning.

For the record, Mr. President, I must clarify U S policy in three particular areas.  First, in the area of debt relief, we believe that 
international efforts must concentrate on successful implementation of the Enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative.  We are concerned that paragraph 5bis of the draft outcome document takes us well

outside the framework of that initiative, and thus risks dissipating our 
efforts. For this reason, the United States must dissociate itself from the consensus on that particular paragraph, just as we did on a similar paragraph in the Beijing+5 document.

Secondly, we would have preferred to retain the language as 
originally negotiated in paragraph 18.

Finally, with respect to paragraph 38 of the draft document, I wish to stress that ratification of all treaties and conventions by the United States is 
the prerogative of the U.S. Senate under our "advice and consent" 
procedure.. Thus it would be inappropriate for the executive branch to do more than "consider" ratification of treaties or conventions, and it is in this sense that we interpret the commitment we have made under paragraph 38.

Thank you, Mr. President.

