’ ; i1 .

. veos d b b - -

“ B2 18 3-237¢
U, S, MILITARY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM

FOR
REPUBLIC OF ZAIRZE

7 Maxch 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: OJCS (J5)
' 0Sb (ISA)
Office, Secretary of State (African Affairs)

SUBJECT: Zaire Milftery Techunical Assistance Team (MTAT) Report

1. In sccordance with the agreement resched at my meeting with
Mr. Mulcshy, Mr, Bader, COL Light and othevrs at the Statec Depertwment
on § March, @ final draft of subject report is attached for your

review,

* 2. The Tesn made 8 positive effort to achieve the proper balance
between susterity snd credibility in recommending & force capable
of dcfending the Republic of Zsire against a rather f{li~defined
external threat. I feel that the report not only achieves a
reasonable balance, but that if fully implemented, would represent
& quantum jump over current defense capabilities. Moreover, the
recommended force is non-provocative in the sense that it is

totally defense~oriented (e.g,, an sati-tank defease is provided -

but no tank; afir defense - but no jet aircraft).

3. Although service action officers may find reason to qu
somz of the detail® containsed herein, the real issue is w0
the precise orzganization of 8 credible Zeirols military de
forcz, but rather to what extent the U,S. is willing to ma
asgist Zailre in achieving that ead? Once the "real {gsue”
resclved, detafled doctrinal questions can be worked out,
the "real issue™ is beyond the scope of the Terms of Releren
it is not addressed in the report. Yet, it i{s so crucisl in the
overall political /military decisfon-rmzking process, that I am
tsking this oppoertuaity, as Tesm Chief, to convey my personal
views on the matter,
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4, MTAT members were thoroughly briefed in Washington by sppropriste
State sad DOD personnel prior to their depsrture for Zaire, Thess
briefings couastantly emphesized tvo key points:

a, Firgt, the MIAT should eay or de nothing ia Zsice that would
indicate USG willingness to increase U.S. Military Assistance to Zaire
beyond that "teatatively authorizad for FY 75", (This point was aiso

. highlighted #u the formal Terma of Reference,)

b. Second, that it is in #,S5. Nationsl

close, "special" relstionship with Zaire that va ru
our intenl to maintsin that relatiocaship “to the extent
rescurces permit”. Zaire is stratezicaliy vitsl to the

were told, becasuse of its vaet cepper and other minersl
its potentisl as a strong, fnfiucatial rezional power; and
reistively well-developed facilities, such as aifrfizlds, vwhich
would be capable of supporting U.5. contingency operstions im
Africa snd sdjacent areas,
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th key 00z personnel,
: the above two poluts

with the distinct impressicsa thet skould the

» & piece of pepex ~ & Teport - with oo tadtcation
& to dncrease our assistance to them in wodernizing
e, thme jeopardizing U.S. silitery sod

e. President Mobutu hes seld vethes bluntly
hes seriously neglected "s good friend in

four or five yeers, Contrary to other reportis,
tponed extensive sdd from PRC and North Kores
nely prefer to deal with the U.S. Moreover,
jucressed military eid from the U.S. rose sharply
. .gend & techuical assistance tesm.

8 3n.copclueion, if indeed it ls strategically vital for the U.S, to
mafatetls sccess to Zeirve, I strongly reconmend thet the USG, ia its
kepurt %o Tsire, indicate & villingness to tangibly sesist Zsize im
. moderaeizing its defense force throvsh Increased FMS credits enc/orx
| Arent aid. As o suggestion, the U.5. might offer o provide the oy
- “defense psckage, which better leads iteelf te accountsbilicy than .-
- the ground force; this would be particularly supportabie iz view of
. imédcetions thet PRC snd North Koreem grouad force packsses, including
© . ouly orgsaic divisionsl eir defense, sre ie the cffiag.

JAMES M. ROCGILL
Brigedier Cenersl, T.s. Arwy
Tear Chief
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