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SUBJ: SHAH'S VIEWS ON IRAN'S MILITARY REQUIREMENTS

1. DURING MY MEETING WITH SHAH LAST EVENING HE OBSERVED WITH
SOME FEELING, AFTER OUR DISCUSSION OF IRAN' S MILITARY REQUESTS,
THAT IN PAST WE HAD SOMETIMES SHOWN A DISPOSITION TO TELL HIM

THAT IRAN DID NOT NEED THIS OR THAT FOR ITS OWN DEFENSE. IRAN
WAS LOCATED IN A MOST UNSTABLE PART OF THE WORLD, AND
HAD NEIGHBORS WHO WERE TRYING TO TOPPLE MODERATE REGIMES IN THE
MIDDLE EAST AND SOME RADICAL REGIMES EVEN HAD TERRITORIAL
AMBITIONS.  IF THE US WERE WILLING TO GIVE AN IRON-CLAD
GUARANTEE TO COME TO IRAN'S ASSISTANCE, WE MIGHT HAVE RIGHT TO
EXPRESS VIEW THAT IRAN DID NOT NEED THIS O R THAT.  HOWEVER,
WERE NOT IN SUCH A POSITION AND INDEED 	 DOUBTED IT WOULD BE
WISE TO HAVE SUCH A GUARANTEE EVEN IF WE COULD GIVE IT SINCE
HE THOUGHT TIME HAD PASSED WHEN GREAT POWERS COULD INTERVENE
IN ME AND ASIA.  IN LIGHT OF THIS HE THOUGHT WE SHOULD RECOGNIZE
IRAN MUST DECIDE WHAT ITS OWN DEFENSE REQUIREMENTS ARE  SINCE
ITS SECURITY AND INDEPENDENCE ARE AT STAKE.

2. HE SAID IRAN HAD NO TERRITORIAL OR OTHER AMBITIONS AGAINST
ITS NEIGHBORS AND WHILE HE DID NOT THINK SOVIETS WOULD USE

OVERT MILITARY FORCE AGAINST IRAN, SOVIETS HAVE NEVER
RENOUNCED THEIR GOAL TO SEE COMMUNISM TRIUMPH IN THE WORLD.
FURTHERFORE, THEIR NAVAL VISITS AND ACTIVITIES IN PERSIAN
GULF AREA AND THEIR MILITARY STRENGTHENING OF THE RADICAL
ARAB REGIMES IN IRAQ, SYRIA AND EGYPT WAS CLEAR EVIDENCE OF
SOVIET SUPPORT OF EFFORTS OF THESE RADICAL REGIMES TO TOPPLE
MORE MODERATE REGIMES OF THEIR NEIGHBORS. HE HOPED AND PRAYED
THAT SAUDI AND KUWATI REGIMES WOULD BE ABLE TO WITHSTAND



PRESSURE FROM RADICALS BUT IN ANY EVENT IRAN MUST BE PREPARED
TO STAND ALONE IF NECESSARY IN DEFENDING ITSELF.
FURTHERMORE,IF IRAN WERE STRONG THE RADICAL ARAB STATES WOULD BE LESS
TEMPTED TO UNDERTAKE ACTIONS WHICH COULD LEAD TO HOSTILITIES.GP-3
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