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FROM: NEA -"Joseph J. Sisco
SUBJECT: USAF Technicians for Ira
ACTION MEMORANDUM

DISCUSSION:

During his visit to Washington last October the Shah as}
Secretary Laird for a continuation of the USAF technical ass
field team in Iran to assist in training Iranian Air Force p¢§
in the maintenance of F-4 aircraft Iran is obtaining from usj
October 25, 1969 Secretary Laird authorized the continuation}
team for one more year (February 1970-February 1971) and askd
possibility of raising this number to 75 be explored. The Shgh was told
of this decision by Ambassador MacArthur in November. When DQD moved to

Most available personnel are Vietnam veterans who are unwilling
volunteer for another unaccompanied tour. The question arose, the
whether Secretary Laird would be willing to authorize new personnel
to Iran under this program to be accompanied by their family with af

in Iran at a time when cuts are being made elsewhere. Subordinate {? 0 “:;:
elements of DOD have been grappling with this issue without definitive
results ever since. ,) A

Ambassador MacArthur has now expressed his concern over the absence ,f
of a favoragble decision (Tab B) pointing out that if personnel now on Q
hand are withdrawn as scheduled within the next few weeks without replace- t~f
ments being supplied, F-4 training and readiness will suffer seriously.

He urges a favorable decision at the earliest possible date. We are §§§

informed that this decision can be made only at the Secretary level.

RECOMMENDATION:

That you sign the attached letter to Acting Secretary Packard
requesting an early decision on this matter (Tab A).

Attachments: & - -
Tab A - Letter to Acting Secretary Packard
Tab B - Telegram from Ambassador MacArthur

@) cc‘ U, J, C

" NEA/IRN:JCMiklos:mau 2/11/70, ext. 23014 Cleared by: NEA - Mr. Rockwell st
Ah\d/ ~PM - Mr. Matheron (izg})
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: February 14, 1970
opies:-To: : .

/PC Dear Dave:

EA ‘ N -

EA/IRN Ambassador MacArthur in Iran has just drawn our attention
M to the delay being encountered in the continuation of the USAF
/58-S : CMS: technical assistance field team which is training Iranian

techiicians in. the maintenance-of F-4 aircraft Iran is obtaining
from- us.” He has pointed out that if USAF personnel presently in
Iran are withdrawn in the next few- weeks as scheduled and replace-
ments are not provided, Iran's F-4 training and readiness status
could be sericusly affected. The F-4 element of the Iranian Air
Force is the backbone of Jran's defense.
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You may recall that during the Shah's visit to Washington :;
{n October 1969 he discussed this subject with Secretaries Roger |
and Laird. On October 25 Secretary Laird approved the contlnuatlon
of a 54 ~man USAF team for one more year and the Shah was so informed -
subsequently. I undexstand that implementation of this decisioun
has been délayed. over the question of whether replacement personnzl

will be permitted to have their families with them. I believe that —
the effects of our failure fo provide USAF technicians in accordance S
with the Shah's expectations greatly outweigh the disadvantages of (VAN

- increasing somewhat our official presence in Iran by authorizing {
accompanled tours. This would be at no cost to the United States

Government 51ncé the Government of Iran pays all expenses associated +“f
with this program T hope, therefore, that vesolution of this PR
question can be made qulckLy and the requisite personnel sent with- tf&

out undue delay.
Sincerely,
Acting Secretary
The -Honorable

David Packard,
Acting Secrecazy of DefenS°=

23014 Clea:ed by: NEA - Mr. Sisco .
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