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“Bmbassy Tehran's Recommendations for F¥ 1970 Military Sales

While the USG decision with resgect to future mllltary credit Xy

88%ked to- fran is happiiy not the

respohibility of this deésk,

I'wish to enter.8trong exceptlon 25 portlons of the ratxonale
a@vahced 'By Embassy Tehran as- thése’ in¥61lve considerations
éf!héting AraB sta%es on tﬁé westerh Slde of the Gulf.
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' T Kave just noted a copy of Tehran's A-69 of Februafy 14.
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The Embassy stat s théat ”héstfie fcrces ‘'stand ‘ready" to fill
‘ BgivaBiGn® Wwhieh will’ assérﬁedlj ‘bé 1&ft in the ‘@Gulf region by
i Eng British aeparture.’ this may fefleéct informition rot
gvitanle té us, TP A&t, it would appear over-drawn if not
inaccurate, The moest serious theorethal threag tQ us in the
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*Soviet naval activi-
“hgidly-1fke

Poke - the; ‘Particutarly

! ' sEneé  TEER " 1§ ‘ehe & ‘oRly twé’éuif staﬁa FwhiEh Have~beéﬁ

ho pitaﬁlé ‘to-Séviet naval visits- so far,’
3 j“those of major powiérs- (UAR, Syria,” frag) ave

BRcetried;

“ks far as"Ara¥ forces

piﬁﬁeé*doﬁu elSéwﬁere by the Israelis and Kirds, and we gée no

unaviilahie féf Be' *
éﬁb&iléingwéé !

positively harmful.
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With ie
Has' mtlitd?y'féécés tetalfing
squadron is being activated.
possess significant (in loeal terms) military and quasi-military
establishments, totalling 4-~5,000 men.
Scouts, which may be taken over by a new Arab federation, remains
a well-drilled force of almest 2006 men.
appear entirely adequate to cope with any local insurrection
which can be dealt with in mllltary terms.

s%&ﬁ“thaﬁ *¢his s{fuation is likely to be significantly altered:
It is true that the removal.of Brltlsh forces will make them
rity -wsase&! ‘but loval forces afe fast

‘Sdcurity’ tﬁrea 8,
&t 4000, and”

'”kbu ﬁh&bf HOW
Haﬁkér ‘Hunter

Bahrain, Qatar and Dubai also

" And the Trucial Oman

Thegse forces would

The future threat to the Arab states of the Gulf is subversive,
rather than military. For this purpose, substantial Iranian
forces are likely to prove not only unnecessary but may be

This is because substantial Iranian forces
directed towards the Gulf area are likely to be regarded by the
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Arabs more as a threat than a reassurance. They could regard
themselves as forced to the only countervailing support availdble,
namely the major radical Arab states (UAR and/or Iraqg) - unless,

of course, one assumes an appeal to the USSR. The fact that

PRSYG forces have attécked SAG units at Wadiyah is hardly rele-
vant. This is not in the Gulf area, the Saudis have shown
themselves able to contain this threat and the basic cause of

that issue was a boundary problem The latter do not exist in. .
the Gulf area except vis-a-vis Saudi Arabia itself, and I find

it hard to conceive of Iran intervening on either side in that

Qne .

Tehran reportlng ersists in séeing merée “tact and l$x1blllty"
iA the Iranlan pos:tion ‘oft “thé Tunbs and Abu Musa than is
agparentl “visibfé- 8" tKe ‘ShaykHs of Ras- al-Khaimah and Bharija. 7
Sincé these worthieés are- Prepafed to 4o virtually everything

frahi-may waht’ eXceEt stirrefder SQVérelgnty évéer these. islands,

lt seems cleag tha the Iranlan p051t10n is, in fact, provocatlve
and_uahitdmp¥on 18ing, - The Stish ' hes’ shown Etatesmanship ovér! the
B&hfaiﬁ”isgﬂq, ut on ﬁhesé iesser clalms Iran Stlll seems to be

ef ga@ea in Tunbnthpmplng.

i TRt Ao : .
As go' ' Iran ;an anﬁggn ovér Future” Stabillty 1n Saudi. Arabla, we
@w81lcom ailéégféfts‘tb’%treﬁgthén‘bur benighted clients.-
Bécause of Irap?s’ liﬁknﬁwn pdea-with. Israel;  however, as well
ak7the BuspleiOn Ty gsed~1n ‘Abhb Breasts by Tranian. military
mﬁsbie-flex}ﬁg vis‘L -4k’ the 'Gulf, Irah must be exceedimgly
discreet and waty ih a®%uring- thats >What is done for Saudi Arabia
actuailz bbntrikutés to thé’stabﬁiity of the Honse Df Saud
rather han %hﬁ reﬁersea o PR co G
Ail of which' is nd% & argue a¢§1nst our annual malitary'aredlt
sales’ traﬁéhe to’ I'rah' but.rafherHto/place in perspective some
of the axﬁuﬁéptffadﬁuded Bszehraw 1n support therafdz,;~x .
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