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SUBJECT: SHAH'S VIEWS ON ABDUCTION ATTEMPT

REF: TEHRAN 5132 AND 5272

1. WHEN I SAW SHAH DEC 9 HE EXPRESSED PLEASURE AND
RELIEF THAT NO HARM HAD BEFALLEN US AS RESULT NOV 30
ABDUCTION ATTEMPT. HE WAS ALSO HAPPY TO HEAR FROM 	 .
HIS SECURITY PEOPLE THAT NEITHER OF US HAD BEEN UN
NERVED BY EXPERIENCE. HE SAID HE HAD INSTRUCTED IRANIAN
SECURITY AUTHORITIES TO FIND PERPETRATORS. HE WAS
PERSONALLY CONVINCED THAT "THE SAME COMMUNIST ELEMENTS"
THAT WERE WORKING ON IRANIAN STUDENTS ABROAD, PARTICU-
LARLY IN WEST GERMANY, AUSTRIA, ITALY AND FOR THAT
MATTER THE US, AS ATTACK ON IRANIAN CONSULATE IN SAN
FRANCISCO DEMONSTRATED, WERE BEHIND ATTEMPT. HE
REASONED THAT BY ABDUCTING AMERICAN AMBASSADOR AND
THEN INSISTING IRAN GOVT RELEASE "POLITICAL PRISONERS"
COMMUNIST PERPETRATORS WOULD GAIN WORLDWIDE ATTENTION
AND COULD THEN TRY TO DISCREDIT SHAH'S WHITE REVOLU-
TION AND PROGRAM OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS BY
PORTRAYING GOI AS FASCIST DICTATORSHIP WHICH WAS HOLDING
LARGE NUMBERS OF "POLITICAL PRISONERS." GP-3.
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