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SUBJUECT1 PRESIDENTS VISIT = ACQUISITIONS FOR II1AF ON SHAH'S MIND
REF1 ARMISH/MAAGwDIG'?7[6312“MAY 72

lo AS WASHINGTDON AWARE, SHAH ‘HAS HAD LONG«TIME AND OFT-REPFATED
CETERMINATION TO STRENgTHEN 11AF BY ACQUISITION OF ABDITIONAL
WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND RETNFORCEMENT OF 'PRESENT AIRCRAFY 'STRENGTHo
rH18 DETERMINATION HAS BEEN INTENSIFIED BY PAKISTANS DEFEAT AND
DISMEMBERMENT RESULTING FROM INDO«PAK WAR, GRAVE ‘UNCERTAINTIES RE
FUTURE STABILITY OF WEST PAKISTAN, AND .GROWTH OF 'SOVIET INFLUENCE
{N INDIA AND INBIAN OCEAN == ALLI OF WHICH HAVE FORCED SHAH T0O START
PLANNING, REALLY FOR FIRST TIME IN IRANS_POST WW Il HISTORY, FOR
ARMED FORCES WHICH: HAVE CARABILITY TO 'FACE DANGERS FROM EASTERN
AND SOUTHERN BORDERS; AS WELL AS FROM WESTERN FRONT!ER.

2« SHAH'S INTEREST IN SUCH AC@U!SITIONS HAS NOT JELLED INTD THREE
FORMAL' REQUESTS NHICH GENERAL TOUF‘AN!AN !DEPUTY MIN OF WAR F‘OR
ARMAMENTS ) HAS RECENTLY SENT TO ARMISH/MAAG. THESE 'REGUESTS
{REPORTED: SEPARATELY IN REFTEL) BOIL ‘DOWN TGI (A) REQUEST th
PURCHASE ‘THREE BQUADRONS OF F-IS AIRCRAF‘TI () REQUEST TO ‘PURECHASE
uNSPFCIF’IED NUMBER: or LASER-GUIDED BOMBS! AND (C) REQUEST FOR COST
INFBQMATION ON PossraLg ACQUTSITION OF THWD ADDITIONAL ‘8QUADRONS OF
wa4E ATRCRAFT AND  TWO ADDITIONAL 'SQUADRONS OF F=BE ATRCRAFT,
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3% 17 SEEMS CLEAR: "THAT iSHAM INSTRUCTED: TOUFAN!AN TO ‘GET. THESE FORMAL
REQUESTS ON. TABLE BEFORE: ‘PRESIDENTS VISIT: MA!NLY ‘TO: gNSURE PRESIDENT
FULLY AWARE' OF GHAH'Q ACGQUISITION PLANS AND- ALSO - IN: 'EXPECTAYION

OR HOPE PRESIDENT waL BE’ ABLE 'TO INFORM SHAH ABOVE ‘REQUESTS WILL' ®E
MET BY USG SUBUJECT In CASE OF ‘F=158 TO ‘CAVEATS :OF (A} SUCCEBSFUL
TESTING AND: (B}

PRODUCTIGN LINE 'SCHEDULE: | AND PRESUMABLY AGREEMENT ORPRICETY.

4o WEW ‘OF COURSE. choeNIZE DIFFICULTY 'THERE '‘MAY:BE FOR- PRESIDENT
TO G1VE: DEF‘INITIVE REPLY TO HIM ON: PIRST "TWO REGUESTS- WE CON=

SIDER IT VERY IMPORTANT: - HOWEVER, THAT PRESIDENT ‘BE XS RESPONSIVIE A&
POSS!BLE. ‘GP«3
FARLAND .
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