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PRIORITY PARIS, MADRID PRIORITY, ROME PRIORITY,
THE HAGUE PRIORITY, BRUSSELS PRIORITY
PRIORITY BAGHDAD, TEL AVIV PRIORITY, TEHRAN PRIORITY,
BEIRUT PRIORITY

SUBJ: IRAQI JEWS

1. ON OCT. 30 ISRAELI COUNSELOR OF EMBASSY YOSEF BEN-AHARON
CALLED ON DEPTOFF TO RELAY INFORMATION FROM ISRAELI
FOREIGN MINISTRY CONCERNING REPORTS OF RENEWED PERSECUTION
OF IRAQI JEWS. ACCORDING TO ISRAELI REPORTS, BEN-AHARON
STATED THAT SOME TIME IN LATE SEPT. SEVEN MEMBERS OF THE
IRAQI JEWISH COMMUNITY DISAPPEARED. AT THE SAME TIME
ANOTHER MEMBER OF COMMUNITY, WHICH BEN-AHARON SAID NOW
NUMBERS APPROXIMATELY 250 PERSONS, WAS MURDERED IN HIS
HOME. BEN-AHARON CONTINUED THAT IRAQI JEWS NOW FEAR THAT
IRAQI REGIME BEGINNING AGAIN TO PERSECUTE THEM.

2. BEN-AHARON ASKED IF USG HAD ANY CONFIRMATION OF THESE
REPORTS TO WHICH DEPTOFF REPLIED IN THE NEGATIVE. BEN-
AHARON THEN ASKED WHAT USG MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO ON BEHALF OF
IRAQI JEWS, REMINDING DEPTOFF OF BEHIND-THE-SCENES USG
EFFORTS IN 1971.

3. DEPTOFF EXPRESSED DEPARTMENT'S WILLINGNESS TO STUDY
MATTER BUT OBSERVED THAT AS WAS TRUE IN 1971, IT DIFFICULT
FOR USG DO ANYTHING DIRECTLY ON BEHALF OF IRAQI JEWS,
DESPITE RECENT ARRIVAL IN BAGHDAD OF TWO AMERICAN FSO'S AT
THE U.S. INTERESTS SECTION. HE SUGGESTED THAT ISRAELIS
MIGHT WISH CONTACT OTHER POWERS, ESPECIALLY FRENCH WHO
APPEAR TO BE ONLY WESTERN STATE WHICH NOW ENJOYS SOME
ACCESS IN BAGHDAD. BEN-AHARON APPRECIATED DIFFICULTIES
FACING USG. HE STATED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY



DECIDED TO APPROACH WESTERN EUROPEAN POWERS, BUT WONDERED
IF USG MIGHT BE WILLING SUPPORT THESE APPROACHES. DEPTOFF
PROMISED BEN-AHARON MATTER WOULD BE STUDIED ON URGENT
BASIS AND HE WOULD INFORM BEN-AHARON OF FINAL DECISION.

4. SAME INFORMATION CONCERNING PLIGHT OF IRAQI JEWS HAD
BEEN CONVEYED EARLIER SAME DAY BY GEORGE GRUEN, DIRECTOR,
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, WITH SAME REQUEST FOR USG
ASSISTANCE.

5. FOLLOWING CONSULTATIONS WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY
SISCO, DEPARTMENT OFFICER ON NOVEMBER 3 TELEPHONED
MOSHE RAVIV IN ABSENCE BEN-AHARON AND REITERATED USG
BELIEF THAT ASKING RECENTLY ARRIVED USINT OFFICERS TO
INTERCEDE AT THIS TIME ON BEHALF OF IRAQI JEWS MIGHT
WELL PLACE THEIR MISSION IN JEOPARDY AND ALSO PROBABLY
BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE; EMPHASIZED THAT NONETHELESS USG
WILL KEEP THIS POSSIBILITY UNDER CONSTANT REVIEW AND WILL
STAND READY TO CONSIDER HOW TO BE HELPFUL AT APPROPRIATE
TIME DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES; AND INFORMED
RAVIV THAT MEANWHILE US HAS AUTHORIZED OUR EMBASSIES
IN PARIS, MADRID, ROME, THE HAGUE AND BRUSSELS TO INQUIRE
OF THEIR HOST GOVERNMENTS CONCERNING THE CURRENT SITUATION
OF IRAQI JEWS AND TO EXPRESS U.S. SUPPORT OF ISRAELI
EFFORTS TO INTEREST THEM IN THE PLIGHT OF THESE JEWS.

6. ACTION POSTS REQUESTED APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS AT
APPROPRIATE LEVELS AND  INFORM THEM OF ISRAELI
INFORMATION CONCERNING CURRENT SITUATION OF IRAQI JEWS;
{B} REQUEST ANY INFORMATION WHICH THEY MIGHT HAVE ON THIS
SUBJECT; AND  EXPRESS SUPPORT OF ISRAELI EFFORTS TO
INTEREST THEM IN MAKING APPROACHES THROUGH THEIR EMBASSIES
IN BAGHDAD ON BEHALF OF IRAQI JEWS, SHOULD CORROBORATIVE
INFORMATION BECOME AVAILABLE.

7. FOLLOWING ARE NAMES PROVIDED BY BEN-AHARON OF IRAQI
JEWS REPORTEDLY BEING HELD:

DR. EZRA AllAM
JACOB ABDUL AZIZ
DAVID VICTOR EZRA
AZOUR SHEMESH
SHAUL SHEMESH
SAUL REJWAN

YAQUB REJWAN
IN ADDITION, NAME OF MAN MURDERED IN HOME IS ABRAHAM SAIQ.

8. DECLASSIFICATION. GDS. YY
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