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People Like YouPeople Like You

In February 2000, a 13-member team from the U.S. Embassy in Yaounde set out to climb to the summit of Mount
Cameroon, a 4,095-meter (over 13,300 feet) peak and the second highest mountain climb in Africa (after Kilimanjaro).

The two-day climb is considered challenging because climbers begin their ascent near sea level and follow a path
that goes almost straight up the mountain without switchbacks. It is a climb up an active, lava-spewing volcano.

Every member of the team found the climb exhausting and challenging, but their cohesiveness helped them succeed.
Team members encouraged each other to the top, surmounting knee injuries, fatigue and altitude sickness. Two-thirds of
the way up, the group spent the night in a ramshackle shelter, resuming their climb at 3 a.m. the next morning and
reaching the peak about five hours later. Shivering in the near-freezing cold at the summit, the nine triumphant climbers
posed for photos on the top of the world and then quickly headed back for the one-day walk downhill to sea level.

Eight of the nine who climbed Mt. Cameroon:
from left, Shawn Sherlock, British climber
Juliette Brett, My’Ron McGee, B.J. Broyles,
Melanie Harris, Brinton Rowdybush, Mike Evans
and John Larrea. (British climber Russell Brett
took the photo.) Climbers who made it halfway
up before being forced to descend due to injuries
included Ray Meininger, Laurie Meininger and
American students Tart and Michelle Sherlock.

On Top of Mount Cameroon

His Sword Is Swifter
Than His Serve

Perpetrators of visa and passport fraud, beware. 
Bill McCarthy may never have drawn his sword in anger, but this

Diplomatic Security agent, who until recently conducted criminal
investigations into visa and passport fraud, wields a mean sabre.

An avid fencer, Mr. McCarthy has competed in local fencing tourna-
ments and qualified for a spot at the Division II U.S. Nationals, held in
Austin, Texas, earlier this year. A scheduling conflict prevented him
from competing in that tournament: he and Susan LaPorta were mar-
ried Aug. 25 and spent their honeymoon in St. Lucia.

Currently a watch officer in the Operations Center, he is also an
accomplished tennis player who competes in Northern Virginia on a
U.S. Tennis Association team. As an undergraduate at the United
States Merchant Marine Academy, he was the school’s no. 1 singles
player and captain of the NCAA Division III team.

Fencers Michael Kolodner, back
to camera, and Bill McCarthy
face off with sabres drawn.
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Courses: National Foreign Affairs Training Center

&Education Training

Program Dec. Jan. Length Program Dec. Jan. Length

Advanced Area Studies
During full-time Language Trng.—Weekly 3 H

Albanian AR 563, Andean Republics AR 533, Arabian Peninsula/Gulf AR 541, Baltic
States AR 588, Brazil AR 535, Bulgaria AR 564, Caucasus AR 585, Central America
AR 539, Central Asia AR 586, China/Hong Kong/Taiwan AR 521, East Central Europe
AR 582, Eastern Africa AR 511, Fertile Crescent AR 542, Former Yugoslavia AR 562,
Francophone Africa AR 513, French-Speaking Europe AR 592, German-Speaking
Europe AR 593, Greece/Cyprus AR 589, Haiti AR 536, Iberia AR 591, Insular
Southeast Asia AR 571, Italy AR 594, Japan AR 522, Korea AR 523, Lusophone Africa
AR 514, Mainland Southeast Asia AR 572, Mexico AR 531, Mongolia AR 524, Nordic
Countries AR 596, Northern Africa AR 515, Poland AR 587, Romania AR 569,
Russia/Belarus AR 566, South Asia AR 560, Southern Africa AR 512, Southern Cone
AR 534, The Caribbean AR 538, Turkey AR 543, Ukraine AR 565

Intensive Area Studies
Caspian Sea Energy Module AR 283 1 — 1 D
European Union Module AR 292 6 — 2 D

Administrative
NEPA Training for Domestic Oper. PA 129 — 15 1 W
Management Control Workshop PA 137 4 — 2 D
Customer Service Training PA 143 4 — 2 D
CFMS Sys. Overview & Orien. PA 150 11, 13 — 2 D
CFMS Budget Execution (BE) PA 151 — 10 2 D
CFMS Requisition Documents (RQ) PA 153 — 4 2 D
CFMS Miscellaneous Obligations (MO) PA 154 — 8 2 D
CFMS Travel Orders (TO) PA 155 15 — 2 D
Domestic Admin. Officer Sem. PA 160 — 8 3 W
Contracting Officer Rep. Update PA 173 6 — 1 D
Working with ICASS PA 214 — 23 4 D
Principles of Appropriation Law PA 215 — 23 4 D
General Services Operation PA 221 11 29 10 W
Basic Administrative Management PA 224 4 22 1 W
Personnel Management Course PA 231 — 29 7 W
FSN Classification & Compensation PA 232 — — 2 W
American Personnel Management PA 235 — 29 2 W

Correspondence Courses: How to Be a Certifying Officer PA 291, How to Be a
Contracting Officer Rep. PA 130, How to Write a Statement of Work PA 134, Intro. to
Simplified Acquisitions & Req. Overseas PA 222, Mgt. Controls Workbook PA 164,
Trng. for Overseas Cashier Supervisor PA 294, Trng. for Overseas Voucher Examiners
PA 200

Computer Based Training (CBT): Purchase Card Self-Certification Trng. PA 297,
Overseas Cashier (CD-ROM Version) PA 295, Basic NEPA Record Keeping (Overseas)
PA 226

Consular
Regional Wkshp. for Consular FSNs PC 106 — 8 1 W
Consular Leadership Dev. Con. PC 108 10 28 1 W
Automation for Consular Mgrs. PC 116 11 22 1 W

Continuous Enrollment: Basic Consular Course PC 530, Orientation to Overseas
Consular Functions PC 105, Overseas Citizen Services PC 535, Passport &
Nationality PC 536, Immigrant Visas PC 537, Non-Immigrant PC 538, Consular
Review & Automation PC 540

Correspondence Courses: Immigration Law and Visa Operation PC 102, Nationality
Law and Consular Procedures PC 103, Overseas Citizens’ Services PC 104 (6 Days),
Passport Examiners’ Correspondence Course PC 110

Curriculum and Staff Development
Evaluation Design Workshop PD 518 14 — 2 D

Orientation
Orientation for CS Employees PN 105 6 — 3 D

Executive Programs
EEO/Div. Awareness for Mgrs. and Sup. PT 107 7 11, 25 2 D
Foreign Affairs Leadership Seminar PT 119 — 21 2 W
Starting Right: A Sem. for Prog. Dir. PT 213 — 9 3.5 D
Creative Problem Solving PT 212 — 22 3 D

Management Development
Performance Management Seminar PT 205 4 — 3 D
Managing Change PT 206 — 16 1 D
Introduction to Management Skills PT 207 — 8 1 W
Managing State Projects PT 208 — 29 1 W
Sup. Studies Seminar PK 245 11 — 1 W

Public Diplomacy
Speechwriting & Presentation Skills PY 102 1 — 1 D
Role of the Spokesperson/

How the Media Works PY 103 4 — 1 D
Dealing with the Elec. Media PY 104 5 — 1 D
Admin. Public Dip. Oper. Overseas PY 105 — — 2 D
Access. Info. Res. at Home & Overseas PY 202 — 18 1 D
Admin Public Diplomacy Grants 

& Cooperative Agrmts. PY 220 6 — 3 D

Office Management
Proofreading PK 143 — 4 2 D
Drafting Correspondence PK 159 — 22 1 W
Travel Regulations and Vouchers PK 205 7 — 2 D
Files Management and Retirement PK 207 — 29 1 D
Effective Speaking & Listening PK 240 4 — 3 D
Writing Effective Letters & Memos PK 241 — 8 2.5 D

Political
Negotiation Art & Skills PP 501 4 — 1 W
Intelligence and Foreign Policy PP 212 11 — 3 D
Pop., Refugee, & Migration Officers 

M & E Workshop PP 516 11 — 4 D

Economic & Commercial
Commercial Tradecraft PE 125 — 29 1 W
Political/Economic Tradecraft PG 140 — 8 3 W

Overseas Briefing Center
SOS: Security Overseas Seminar MQ 911 4 8 2 D
Adv. Security Overseas Seminar MQ 912 12 23 1 D
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TDY Security Overseas Seminar MQ 913 4 8 1 D
POET MQ 703 — 27 1 D
Targeting the Job Search MQ 704 — 25 2 D
Managing Rental Property Overseas MQ 853 — 24 2.5 H

Information Management
Microsoft Project PS 180 11 — 3 D
PC/Windows NT 4.0 Fundamentals PS 201 4 4, 23 2 D
Access 97 Intro. PS 250 18 4, 22 2 D
Access 97 Intermediate PS 251 14 17 2 D
Excel 97 Intro. PS 270 14 10 2 D
Excel 97 Intermediate PS 271 6 11 2 D
Introduction to the Internet PS 218 1, 18 18 1 D
Internet for Power Users PS 318 8, 19 8, 26 1 D
PowerPoint 97 Intro. PS 240 6, 18 9, 24 2 D
PowerPoint 97 Intermediate PS 241 6 8 2 D
Word 97 for Windows, Intro. PS 232 18 8, 30 2 D
Word 97 for Windows, Intermediate PS 233 12 10 2 D
CableXpress Client PS 284 5, 11 4, 8, 19, 1 D

25, 29
CableXpress Administration PS 285 — 22 4 D
MS Outlook PS 298 — 5, 17 1 D
CA Systems for IMS PS 310 4 29 1 W
ALMA O’View—PC/Windows PS 501 11 16 1 D
ALMA O’View—Word PS 502 12 17 1.5 D
ALMA O’View—Client Network PS 503 13 18 0.5 D
ALMA O’View—Excel PS 505 14 19 1 D
ALMA O’View—Powe Point PS 506 1, 15 — 1 D
Web Development Fundamentals PS 418 4 — 4 D

Professional Development Division
TEL/KEY SYS—Intro. to Tele. & Key Sys. YW 140 4 8, 29 1 W
SC-3-Satellite Operations YW 149 — 22 3 W
Classified Local Area Network YW 177 11 29 2 W
Wide-Band Digital Transm. Netwk. YW 213 — 22 2 W
SX-50—Mitel PBX SX-50 YW 219 — 15 1 W
SX-200D—Mitel PBX SX-200 Digital YW 220 — 22 1 W
SX-2000—Mitel PBX SX-2000 Analog YW 221 4 29 1 W
SX-20/200A—Mitel PBX SX-20/200 

Analog YW 222 11 — 1 W
FAST Backup YW 231 11 8, 29 1 W
FAST TERP V YW 232 18 15 1 W
CT’s Commercial Satellite Terminals YW 234 — 8 2 W
NT Advanced YW 240 — 22 3 W
Advanced Netwk.—Adv. Netwk. YW 241 — 8 2 W
NT Enterprise—NT in the Enterprise YW 242 — 22 3 W
Radio YW 244 11, 18, 27 8, 15, 22, 29 1 W
Internet Information Server YW 246 18 — 1 W
Secure Web Access Using Microsoft 

Proxy Server 2.0 YW 247 — 8 1 W
BPS-Black Packet Switch YW 334 4 29 1 W
Meridan 61C YW 497 11 15 2 W
Banyan LAN-Local Area Network YW 640 — 15 2 W
Desktop Systems YW 642 4, 11, 27 15, 29 2 W
Black Router YW 745 — 8 1 W
Microsoft Exchange YW 749 11, 18 — 1 W

Length: H = Hours, D = Days, W = Weeks
For additional information, please consult the course catalog or contact the Office of
the Registrar at (703) 302-7144 or the FSI web site at www.fsiweb.gov.

Program Dec. Jan. Length Program Dec. Jan. Length

Southern Hemisphere should take heed. People and phys-
ical deterrents are the critical elements that prevent swim-
ming pool drownings. The Department requires that a
four-foot barrier surround all pools and that all gates lead-
ing into the pool area be equipped with self-closing, self-
latching hardware. Whenever children are in the pool
area, an attentive adult must be present whose only task
is to provide pool surveillance. Pool owners in the United
States should check with their local building code author-
ity to ensure that their pool barriers meet current codes.

Other Residential Hazards
There are numerous other home hazards. Injuries in the

home account for a significant amount of disability and
medical expense. This article has focused on three of the
most common causes of residential fatalities. Other leading
causes of residential injury stem from handling hazardous
material, being struck by falling objects and overexposure
to such chemicals as pesticides or carbon monoxide.

Carbon monoxide can be generated in the home year-
round by improperly vented and operated fuel-fired
water heaters, furnaces, clothes dryers and vehicles left

running in attached garages. The Consumer Product
Safety Commission found that in the United States com-
bustion heating systems were responsible for 75 percent
of residential fatalities from carbon monoxide. 

At Department-run posts, all of the fatalities or serious
injuries from carbon monoxide resulted from gas-fired
water heaters or furnaces. To supplement the residential
safety program, the Department has distributed carbon
monoxide alarms to all posts with residences equipped
with carbon monoxide–producing appliances or equip-
ment. All of us in the United States should make sure that
household equipment that generates carbon monoxide is
inspected and maintained and that carbon monoxide
alarms are installed in the home. Information about pre-
venting carbon monoxide hazards and placement of
alarms can be found on our Intranet web site under resi-
dential hazards at http://www.99.4.40.3/opssaf-shem.

Home safety should not be viewed as another chore
but as a challenge for the entire family. �

The author is a safety specialist in the Office of Safety, Health
and Environmental Management.

Hazards of Home Continued from page 32
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By John Bentel 

The Washington Tango Trio presented a grand finale to
The State of the Arts Cultural Series and the Foreign
Affairs Recreation Association’s Tango Festival.

The trio included Alejandro Muzio, bandeneon (a
smaller version of the accordion); Jose Caceres, piano;
and David Marsh, bass. Their music ranged from
Piazzolla’s Libertango to the popular La Cumparsita by
Rodriguez. The trio’s energy, especially Mr. Muzio’s
vocals, brought a standing ovation from the audience. 

Performing during the festival was the Czech Virtuosi
Orchestra with violinist Jorge Saade-Scaff, cultural
attaché from Ecuador, and flutist Marilyn Maingart, prin-
cipal flutist with the Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) Symphony.
The orchestra includes distinguished graduates of con-

servatories in the Czech Republic and Moravia. James
Brooks-Bruzzese, founder of the Florida Music Festival
and the Festival of the Americas, conducted. Mr. Saade-
Scaff played J. S. Bach’s Concerto in A minor for violin, alle-
gro moderato, while flutist Ms. Maingart performed Bach’s
Suite No. 2 in B minor for flute. The audience gave their
performance a ringing applause.

The marimba linda xelaju is a unique instrument from
Quetzalteango. Rendering its unique music was a marim-
ba band directed by Robert C. Giron with family members
Beverly and Jennifer Giron, and Jose Esteban Lepe Tello.

Switching musical gears, violinists Olivia Hajioff and
Marc Ramirez performed works by Aubert, Bartok,
Paganini, Schnittke and Wieniaswki, followed by pianist
Paul Hersey, a State employee, playing selections by
Beethoven, Chopin and Bergsma. 

Festival performers also included pianist
Carlos Cesar Rodriguez, dancer Lourdes P.
Elias and singer Peter Joshua Burroughs, who
brought Spanish and Latin American dance
music alive in “La Movida,” or music that
moves. The trio’s repertoire covered the musi-
cal landscape—from the haunting folk
melodies of the Canary Islands and the fiery
footwork of flamenco to the delicate tapestries
of Spanish classical music and the anguished
cries of the passionate tango. Unwilling to see
the trio leave the stage, the audience demand-
ed and received an encore. �

The author is a computer specialist in the
Executive Secretariat.

� Nov. 8: Anna Cervantes, contemporary piano music from the Americas

� Nov. 15: Jazz concert

� Dec. 6: Susan Merritt, holiday piano music

� Dec. 20: Nick Greanias and Friends, Christmas music 

Note: Unless otherwise indicated, all performances are on Wednesdays at 12:30
p.m. in the Dean Acheson Auditorium. They are free to State employees.

Let’s Tango!

STATE OF THE ARTS

Upcoming Performances

Pianist Carlos Rodriguez, singer
Peter Burroughs and dancer Lourdes
Elias celebrate the tango.



Max Abels, 49, a retired Foreign
Service specialist, died Aug. 3 in
Biloxi, Miss., of hepatitis after a pre-
vious heart transplant. Mr. Abels
joined the State Department in 1991
and served in Athens and San
Salvador. Before joining State, he
served for two years in the Marine
Corps and 19 years in the Air Force.

Beatrice Bassin, 85, wife of retired
Foreign Service officer Jules
Bassin, died Aug. 5 in Bethesda,
Md. Mrs. Bassin accompanied her
husband to Tokyo, Karachi,
Geneva and to the Armed Forces
Staff College in Norfolk, Va.,
where he taught. Mrs. Bassin had
served as a speech and English
teacher in the New York City pub-

lic schools and as a speech pathologist in the District of
Columbia public schools.

Dale A. Dougherty, 68, a retired Foreign Service secretary,
died July 3 in Sarasota, Fla. She joined the State
Department in 1973 and served in Washington, D.C.,
Geneva, London, Warsaw, Tunis and Colombo. She
retired in 1992.

Seth J. Foti, 31, a diplomatic courier,
died Aug. 23 along with 143 others
when the Gulf Air jetliner he was
on crashed into the Persian Gulf
about a mile from the coast of
Bahrain. Mr. Foti, who joined the
Department as a courier in 1999,
was the sixth courier to die in the
line of duty (see related article,
page 23). Mr. Foti earned a
Franklin Award for managing a

shipment of 127 six-wheel trucks from Italy to Sierra
Leone for a U.N.-sponsored project. He became associat-
ed with the State Department in 1993 as a contractor for
Pacific Architectural Engineers working at the U.S.
Embassy in Moscow. The Department recently commem-
orated his service by holding a memorial and adding his
name to a plaque located in the C Street lobby of the
Harry S. Truman Building.
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John P. Heimann, 67, a retired
Foreign Service officer, died of can-
cer June 9 in Washington, D.C. He
served in The Hague, Belgium, the
former Belgian Congo, Indonesia,
Malaysia and Washington, D.C. He
also served two years in the U.S.
Army. Mr. Heimann retired in 1987.

Walter E. Jenkins, 81, a retired
Foreign Service officer, died of can-
cer Aug. 6 in San Diego. He joined
the Foreign Service in 1950 after two
years as a Civil Service employee in
what was then the Office of Chinese
Affairs. He was posted to Taipei,
Berlin, and Stuttgart, where he
served as consul general. He retired
in 1978 and later worked in the

Department’s Freedom of Information section.

Louise McNutt, 78, a retired member
of the Civil Service, died June 13 at
her home in Washington, D.C., after
a long illness. She joined the State
Department in 1945 as a foreign
trade analyst. During the next 43
years, however, she focused on the
United Nations and international
affairs, ultimately becoming the
adviser in this area for the Bureau
of East Asian and Pacific Affairs.

Henry Reavey, 64, a retired Foreign
Service communications officer,
died of a stroke June 13 in Vienna,
Va. He joined the Foreign Service
in 1960 and served in Switzerland,
Ghana, Burkina Faso, Japan,
Guinea, Italy, the Sinai and
Washington, D.C. Mr. Reavey
retired in 1986. 

O B I T U A R I E S



U.S. Ambassador to Benin. Pamela
E. Bridgewater of Virginia, a Senior
Foreign Service officer with the rank
of counselor, is the new U.S. ambas-
sador to Benin. She has served in
Brussels, Kingston, Pretoria and
Washington. In 1993, Ms. Bridge-
water was named consul general in
Durban. In 1996, she became deputy
chief of mission in Nassau.

U.S. Ambassador to Uzbekistan.
John Edward Herbst of Virginia, a
career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of counselor,
has been confirmed as U.S. ambas-
sador to Uzbekistan. Currently U.S.
Consul General in Jerusalem, Mr.
Herbst served previously as princi-
pal deputy to the ambassador-at-
large to the Newly Independent

States. He directed the Office of Independent States and
Commonwealth Affairs and served as director of regional
affairs in the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs. Mr. Herbst
also served in Tel Aviv, Moscow and Riyadh.

U.S. Ambassador to the Togolese
Republic. Karl William Hofmann
of California, a career member of
the Senior Foreign Service, class of
counselor, is the new U.S. ambas-
sador to the Togolese Republic. He
served in Kingston, Kigali, Rabat
and Washington, D.C. He served
in Maseru as deputy chief of mis-
sion before attending the National

War College. Mr. Hofmann was deputy director of
Mexican Affairs and director of Inter-American Affairs at
the National Security Council. He and his wife have
three children.

U.S. Ambassador to Belarus.
Michael G. Kozak of Virginia, a
career member of the Senior
Executive Service, has been con-
firmed as the new U.S. ambassador
to Belarus. He has served as princi-
pal deputy legal adviser, principal
deputy assistant secretary for
Inter-American Affairs and chief of
mission in the U.S. Interests
Section in Havana.

U.S. Ambassador to Mauritania.
John W. Limbert of Vermont, a
career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of counselor,
is the new U.S. ambassador to
Mauritania. His overseas assign-
ments include service in Guinea,
Algeria, Tunisia, Iran, Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. He was consul general

in Dubai and deputy chief of mission in Djibouti and
Conakry. He is currently deputy coordinator of the
Office of Counterterrorism. Mr. Limbert is married and
has two children.

U.S. Ambassador to Malawi.
Roger A. Meece of Washington
state, a career member of the
Senior Foreign Service, class of
counselor, was confirmed as the
new U.S. ambassador to Malawi.
He served as a Peace Corps volun-
teer in Sierra Leone and as country
director of the Peace Corps pro-
gram in Gabon. Currently director

of the Office of Central African Affairs, Mr. Meece’s
Foreign Service assignments have included tours as
deputy chief of mission in Kinshasa and in Brazzaville
and as consul general in Halifax. He also served in
Malawi, Cameroon and Washington, D.C.

U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine.
Carlos Pascual of Washington,
D.C., a career member of the
Senior Foreign Service, class of
minister counselor, is the new U.S.
ambassador to Ukraine. He was
senior director for Russian,
Ukrainian and Eurasian Affairs at
the National Security Council.
Prior to joining the NSC, Mr.

Pascual was deputy assistant administrator for Europe
and the New Independent States in the U.S. Agency for
International Development. He served overseas with
USAID in Sudan, South Africa and Mozambique.
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U.S. Ambassador to Bangladesh.
Mary Ann Peters of California, a
career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of minister-
counseler, was confirmed as U.S.
ambassador to Bangladesh. She
has served in Germany, Burma,
Bulgaria, the former Soviet Union
and Washington, D.C. She was
deputy assistant secretary for

European and Canadian Affairs and director of European
Affairs at the National Security Council. Ms. Peters is cur-
rently deputy chief of mission in Ottawa.

Assistant Secretary of State for
Verification and Compliance.
Owen James Sheaks of Virginia
was confirmed as assistant secre-
tary of State for Verification and
Compliance. Mr. Sheaks began his
federal government career in 1968
with the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission. He later joined the
faculty of the University of

Maryland. He then joined the Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency as the acting assistant director/
deputy assistant director for the Bureau of Intelligence,
Verification and Information Management and as the
agency’s chief information officer. He currently is special
adviser to the under secretary of State for Arms Control
and International Security Affairs.

U.S. Ambassador to Mozambique.
Sharon P. Wilkinson of New York, a
career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of counselor,
is the new U.S. ambassador to
Mozambique. Currently director of
the Office of West African Affairs,
Ms. Wilkinson served in São Paulo,
Accra, Tijuana and Washington,
D.C. Ms. Wilkinson was deputy

chief of mission in Lisbon and U.S. ambassador to
Burkino Faso from 1996 to 1999.

U.S. Ambassador to Sri Lanka and
Maldives. E. Ashley Wills of
Georgia, a career member of the
Senior Foreign Service with the
rank of career minister, was con-
firmed as the new U.S. ambassador
ambassador to Sri Lanka and
Maldives. His most recent assign-
ment was as deputy chief of mis-
sion in New Delhi. He served in

Brussels, Belgrade, Grenada, Bridgetown, Durban,
Bucharest and in the Bureau of African Affairs. Mr. Wills
is married and has two children.

U.S. Ambassador to Azerbaijan.
Ross L. Wilson of Minnesota, a
career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of counselor,
is the new U.S. ambassador to
Azerbaijan. Currently principal
deputy to the ambassador-at-large
and special adviser to the Secretary
of State for the New Independent
States, Mr. Wilson served two

tours in Moscow. He also served in Prague and as consul
general in Melbourne. He was deputy executive secretary
of the Department of State. His wife, Marguerite Squire,
is a Foreign Service officer. They have two sons.

U.S. Ambassador to Djibouti.
Donald Y. Yamamoto of New York,
a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of counselor,
is the new U.S. ambassador to
Djibouti. His overseas assignments
include tours in Japan, China,
United Arab Emirates and Eritrea,
where he served as charge d’
affaires. Mr. Yamamoto currently is

the deputy director of the Office of East African Affairs.
He is married with two children. 
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Foreign Service Retirements

PERSONNEL ACTIONS

Clarence, Henry Paul, San Francisco Passport
Agency

Fauver, Robert C., Economic, Bus and Agricultural
Afrs.

Fullerton, Patricia R., The Executive Director
Hunter, Mae Virginia, Fleet Operations Division
Keller, Kenneth C., Information Management and

Liaison
Rose, Alpha G., Information Resources Branch

Johnston, Ronald B., Diplomatic
Telecommunications Service Program Off

La Franchi, Daniel Michael, Seattle Resident Office
Lopez, Gerard Joseph, New Delhi
Nesberg, Eileen Joan, Mid-Level Division
Pickering, Paula F., Miscellaneous (Noc)
Plaisted, Joan M., In Transit
Smith, Rebecca J., Tunis
Snead, Thomas J., Canton
Turner, Mary M., Baku

Alford, Frank, Berlin
Archard, Douglas B., Diplomats In Residence
Baker, Connie J., Frankfurt
Bell, Thomas A., Tokyo
Gain, Ronald L., Riyadh
Greenaway, Stephen A., Frankfurt On Main
Hahn, Nick, Tijuana
Halyard, Vivian F., Pretoria
Hays, Dennis K., Paramaribo
Jacobs, Stephen H., Executive Director
Jett, Dennis Coleman, Diplomats In Residence

Civil Service Retirements

Child’s Tuition Costs Are Covered
A Department employee assigned abroad grieved a Department

decision to deny a request for reimbursement of tuition for a four-
year-old child attending the “reception year” at a British-system
school. The grievant said that the standardized regulations provide
for reimbursement of education expenses for four-year-old chil-
dren who will be eligible to enter the first grade the next year. The
grievant argued that the “reception year” in the British system is
reasonably comparable to the kindergarten programs in U.S. pub-
lic schools and presented evidence that the child was registered to
begin first grade after completing the “reception year.”

The Department argued that the language on four-year-olds was
placed in the regulations to cover children of employees assigned
to posts in the Southern Hemisphere, where the school year may
differ from that in the United States.

The Department said the regulations state that the education
allowance is provided “to assist in defraying costs necessary to
obtain educational services which ordinarily are provided without
charge by the public schools in the United States.” The Department
added that school districts in the Washington, D.C., area require a
child entering kindergarten to be five years old by the end of
December. Applying that requirement to the grievant’s child
results in ineligibility as the child would not reach age five until the
following spring.

The Department acknowledged that the policy on age had been
applied inconsistently in the past, but argued that past inconsis-
tency does not warrant disregard of policy.

The board noted the Department’s intention to revise the stan-
dardized regulations to eliminate existing ambiguities and to state
the age policy clearly. But the board found that the regulations in
effect at the time of the grievance do provide for reimbursement of
education expenses for a child of four years of age. 

The Department was directed to reimburse the grievant for the
child’s tuition costs.

Foreign Service Grievance
Board Summary

In this issue, State Magazine continues pub-
lishing summaries of selected Foreign Service
Grievance Board decisions. Our aim is to help
employees better understand the important
role the board plays in resolving disputes
between employees and the Department, as
well as to highlight examples of board deci-
sions that might be of particular benefit to
employees and supervisors. 

Reported cases will provide general infor-
mation about matters that can be grieved,
remedies available through the grievance
process and significant board precedent. As a
principle of good management, disputes and
grievances should be resolved through dis-
cussion among the parties or mediation at
the lowest possible level. An employee
whose grievance has been denied by the
agency or has not been resolved within the
90-day statutory period for agency review,
however, may appeal to the Foreign Service
Grievance Board.

Further information on the grievance
process is available in 3 FAM 4400-4470 and
at the grievance staff (HR/G) home page on
the Department’s OpenNet at https://hrweb.
hr.state.gov/grievance/index.html.



Recycling
Helps 
State’s Kids

Recycling at the State Department generates more than $40,000 annual-
ly in tuition assistance for families with children at Diplotots, State’s
child care center. The cost of child care can take 20 percent of some
families’ incomes. So remember, when pitching your newspapers, writ-

ing paper (white and colored), cans, plastics, glass and toner cartridges into the
nearest recycling bin, you are really helping deserving families and their kids.
The Office of Facility Management Services hopes to expand the recycling
program beyond its current sites: the Truman Building, International
Chancery Center, Columbia Plaza, Blair House and the Beltsville
Communications Center. Your efforts can make a difference for our kids.

If you do not have access to recycling resources, please call (202) 647-0195.

The Diplotots Child Development Center
(ages 6 weeks to kindergarten) can be reached at (202) 663-3555.

Recycling team meets
diplotots at the child
care center.
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