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UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4O0O DEFENSEWENm<30N 

WASHINGTON, D C . 20301-4000 

JAN. IS m 
PERSONNEL. ANP 
' HEAOU.ESS 

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORGE 

ŜUBJECT: 4^ | ^v^^S#wee Plans to€^)^y with the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Cllii^ ph Envplvement of Children in Armed-
CMBct 

The Senate gaveits advice and cohsent to ratification of the Optional Protocol to 
the Convention ph the Rights iof the Child on Iny$yjement of Children in Atmed Conflict 
on June 1^3002. ^ e UMte&Stotes b ^ protocol on December23; 
20Q2. 

Attached are your respective plans to ensure compliance mth the provisions ofthe 
protocol. They are hereby approved for implementation. Please take appropriate 
measures to ensure that your Military Department is in full compliance with the terms of 
tihe Optional Protocol to the Convention of the Rights of the Child on Involvement of 
Children in Armed Conflict no later than January 23,2003. 

w&e. 
David S.C. Chu 

Attachments: 
As stated 

cc: 
Ghautrtan, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

nihuu/S 



DEPARTMENT 0 THE MAW 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

1000 NAVY PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 80150-1000 

18 October 2002 

MEMORANDUM FQRV ASSISTANT SBGJpTAfcY OF DEFENCE (FMP) 

Simcm^Ti i w ^ m i & n S ^ ^ M ;d£ Siipili. I^ocedure^ trio Comply with ••> .,";"' 
Ghilid S€»l^©z. ̂eafcyv- •-: ̂ f o i m t lpn. Metorandum ;_ v'° 

In r#sp$ns«-r to your inetno oi 21 Aug $2y the Department of -.• 
the Navy has consisted a arevp^ of m i h the Navy and Marine 
CSrps i^iemihtat^Mi: ;plans fpr tliis treaty: Both Services are 
in conplpmc^ with trie; ±̂ qui«i_jtrt<_nts: Vbf £fte. treaty and are able 
tb sustain that <̂ iipjtiaiid on&a tiie fereatiy- becomes effective. 

With regard to the additional guidelines in your memo to 
not unduly restrict areas and units to which 17 year-plds are 
assigned and to not put commanders in the field in the position 
of haying to cull their troops of 17 year-olds, the Nayy has 
modified its internal assignment policy to bolster the 
implementation plan previously promulgated in Feb 2001 
(Attachment 1 ) . This change in assignment policy prohibits 
assignment of individuals less than 18 years of-age to ships and 
squadrons that ,are scheduled to deploy at a date earlier than 
the individual will reach 18 years of age. The Navy has 
sufficient non-near-term deploying units to preclude, an adverse 
impact on readiness from this policy change. 

The Marine Corps is in the process of establishing an 
implementation process that incorporates your guidelines! tfhile 
continuing to balance combat effectiveness and treaty 
compliance. The draft Marine Corps implementation plan is 
included at Attachment 2. 

My staff ;poinfe of contact: for coordination is CDR Carl 
Murphy, 693-4489 or iriurphy.carl@hq._iaVy.mil. 

vL*.i 

.Liarn 
Assistant Secretaiy of the Navy 
(Manpower and Reserve Affairs) 

Attachments: 
(1) Navy Implementation Plan (NAVADMIN 030/01 dtd 10 Feb 01) 
(2) (Draft) Marine Crops Implementation Plan 


