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No doubt these studies, to include one which is not due
for completion until 1973 will some day be helpful in
determining more precisely the utility of these weapons
and their environmental effects. I am convinced, how-
ever, that there will always remain a wide range of
disagreement, both within Government and the public at
large, as to the relative importance of RCAs and herbi-
cides in comparison to other military tools. Differences
will also continue to exist over the political costs in
employing these weapons in direct conflict with majority
international opinion. Therefore, I believe, with the
winding down of U.S. participation in the Vietnam 'war,
we can and should move now to ratify the Protocol on a
basis acceptable to the Administration.
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