
MEMORANDUM

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

ACTION 
February 16, 1972

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL HAIG

FROM:	 Phil Odeen

TTRTFCT •	 TPcf Ranfprripritc

Attached is an interview with Jim Schlesinger in U.S. News and World
Report. In several places he argues the strategic need for continued
nuclear testing. On the final page he takes on directly the fundamental

- issue of whether a test ban is desirable  even if verifiable. 	 Ca-1- air)

I have some sympathy for Jim's view on this issue but I think it is
political dynamite for us to begin changing apir position on C3 in the
middle of an election year. Agreed
eroding -- but even ACDA agrees th
out of it. I think we are much bette
suspicion of our verification positio:
a test ban.

tAccordingly, I think you should tal
so, asking him to "soft pedal" lest 	 drift into open debate with Muskie,
Kennedy, et al, on this issue. Nuclear test ban can only become an
important issue if we make it one.

Your Decision 
I

I will call Schlesinger

You call Schlesinger

See me

DECLASSIFIED
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