
n r y  A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT: Let ter  to  pres ident  Boumediene I 
I 

You will r eca l l  greeting Frank  Borman in San Clemente 
upon his re turn  f r o m  the POW mission to world capitals a s  

--The Rogers  P lan  was a good f i r s t  s tep but a 
Palest inian role will have to be taken into con- 
sideration. z 

' f; 

--A U. S. presence is definitely needed to offset 
Soviet intrusion into the area.  

- -There  is nothing specific troubling US-Algerian 
relations except the overal l  Mid-East context which 
prevented resumptionof formal  relations at this ' 

x:- f t imer  [ ~ o u t e f l i k a  went so f a r  as to  say that the I 

~ l ~ e - > i d n $  would l ike to find a "political hook" on 
which t o  hang resumptipn. ] 

j.' 
--Economic cooperation between our  two nations 
was flourishing and Boumediene hoped that  economic, 
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and c o m e r  cia1 ties would expand. 
. . .  
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--President Boumediene extended his best wishes 
to you. 

! 
! 

State feels that Borman's reception -- in the absence of diplomatic 
relations -- was noteworthy and recommends that you send a note 
of thanks to Bournediene for his hospitality to Borman as  a way 
of keeping the lines open to the Algerian leader. 

There i s  also a related action. Presidential confidant, Rachid 
Zeghar, who performs liaison functions with our Interests Section 

way to make Borman's layover a success and they seized the I 
opportunity to express interest in improving ties with us. I 

1 
As you know, our relationship with Algeria a t  the moment is  
primarily a pragmatic, economic one. Bournediene $as cate- 
gorically stated that his primary interest i s  in econdAic devel- 
opment. He i s  arudous *to have greater' access to U. S. energy 
markets, capital resources and technology, and commercial ties 
with the U. S. have flourished even in the absence of diplomatic 
relations. It can be assumed that the main interest in resuming 
relations would be to improve access to the U. S. for commercial 
reasons, rather than for any shift in political ideology. Most 
recently, we ha?ekeports that the Algerians a r e  s ending small 
a rms  resupply h~ >the Palestinian fedayeen, and there i s  little to + 

suggest that they will not continue ideological and practical support 8 
for so-called liberation movement$of all  kinds, including the Black 
Panthers. It i s  interesting to notg, nevertheless, that they have 
just recently upgraded their Interests Section here in Washington. 
However, the Head of our Interests Section who i s  here on con- 
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With re fe rence  to Rachid Zeghar ' s  gifts, they w e r e  not apparent  
a s  pa r t  of the  official Algerian reception. Two l e t t e r s  - -  to  
Boumediene and  Zeghar - -  might have the effect of diluting the 
f i rs t .  A single l i t t e r  to  Zeghar would be  awkard. Lucy Ferguson  
would have no  problem acknowledging the gifts through her  channels. 

Recommendation: That  you sign the 
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