DECLASSIFIED
T, PA/HO Department of State
; DECLASSIFLED g E.O. 12958, as amended

E.0. 1RCCE, fee. 3.4

__NND 9690351

e ——

~

AL Ardyaves |

7 REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL
. C

September 6, 2007 ?0 L A’[/ é _ 7{?

3 H
. 1

l
|
|

Departmeht of' Sta

i
1

0 2212457 JUL 72 ZFF-4
F USINT ALGIERS 0L JUL 72 214 51
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7573 ——

§

o » et g B ;:'"j»'
h ALGIERS | 1 3 tion removed:
anslerred to O/FAD ~,
: e }rq\ —7l’ - Trunsterted to OJFADRCY \ o
with additioncl access
cenirslled by S/5 )
‘ FOR NEWSONM | CeateC - Copiion ang custody A

relained by S/5 .

RE F : ST ATE L 19672 f” I/ A/ l/ & - w Roviewed by: Ambass W. Witman, I et
Date: - 1975
t« I CALLED ON DEPSECGEN PRESIDENCY HaMDAN SO0 ;

AND GAVE HIM PROPOSAL RE SECRETARY'S VISIT AWND RESUMPTfON
US/ALGERIAN RELATIONS (REFTEL).

2. HANMDANI REPLIED THAT THIS WAS IMPORTANT WATTER WHICH
WOULD BE GIVEN SERIOUS STUDY., BOUTEFLIKA WOULD BE

RETURNING ALGIERS LATE TCDAY OR TOMCRROW (IMPLYING THAT

WE WOULD NOT HAVE REPLY FOR SEVERAL DAYS). HIS ONLY QUESTION
WAS FOR CLARIFICATICN WHETHER WE WERE/CLEARLY LINKING
SECRETARY'S PROPOSED VISIT WITH RESUMPTICN DIPLOWATIC
RELATIONS, : .

2. I REPLIED THAT THIS WAS THE CASE SINCE WHATEVER
OTHER REASCNS THERE MIGHT BE FOR SECRETaRY TO VISIT
ALGLIERS, IT WOULD BE ASSUMED, PARTICULARLY FOLLOWING
RENEWAL WITH YEMEN, THAT A MAJOR PURPOSE OF VISIT WOULD
BE RESUMPTION DIPLOMATIC RELATICNS, THEREFCRE, FAILURE
TO DO SO COULD BE INTERPRETED aS SETBACK IN RELATIONS,

4, HAMDANI AGREED AND RECALLED THAT HEL HAD TOLD NEwWSCM
THAT HE DID NOT WANT VISIT SUCH aS THAT OF HEWSOM END
OF MARCH TO BE INTERPRETED BY ANYONE AS HAVING FAILED

T0 ACHIEVE OBJECTIVES, AS HaAD PARTLY REEN CASE IN CON-
\ NECIION WITH NEWSOM'S EARLIER VISIT TO SUDAN.
5. CONVERSATION CONTINUED WITH MY REEMPHASIZING

CONFLUENCE OF FAVORABLE CONDITIONS AND ADVANTAGES OF
SEIZING MOMENT FOR RAPID ACTION., HaMDANI NODDED BUT
ADPED THAT WHATEVER DECISION AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME
(MEANING POSSIBLE NEGATIVE DECISIO&Y IT WOULD NOT
FORECLCSE ACTION IN FUTURE,
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6. COMMENTs BELIEVE ALGERIANS WILL GIVE SERIOUS CON-
SIDERATICN TO PROPCSAL BUT SUSPECT CURRENT ODDS ARE
AGAINST RENEWAL. FAVORARLE FPC DECISICN RE EL PASO WAS
MAJOR FACTOR WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL LEAD TO RESUMPTION
RELATIONS. RENEWAL WITH YEMEN IS ALSO HELPFUL IN LONG
RUN THOUGH ALCERIANS wOULD NOT WANT ANY DIRECT CCNNECTICN
BETWEEN THAT RENEWAL AND THEIR CWN, AND HENCE IT MIGHT
WEIGH AGAINST IMMEDIATE ALGERIAN RENEWAL. MaJOR
PROBLEY FOR ALGERIANS, WHO ARE EVER MINDFUL OF THEIR
REPUTATICON IN THIRD WORLD, WILL BE CURRENT HEIGHTENED
MILITARY ACTIVITY 1IN INDOCH;.F. IDEAL TIMING FROM THEIR
POINT OF VIEW WOULD PROBAEBLY BE A FEW MONTHS HENCE WHEN
EL PASO PROJECT IS UNDERWAY AND WHEN MILITARY ACTIVITY IN
INDOCHINA MIGHT HAVE BEEN REDUCED. I MENTIONED TO HAMDANI
THAT ASSTSEC NEWSOM WAS PREPARED TO COME TO ALGERIRA,
HAMDANI DID NOT GIVE DIRECT REPLY, BUT I BELIEVE FROM
WHAT HE SAID PREVIOUSLY THAT HE WOULD NOT WANT TO RISK
"FAILURE™ OF SUCH A MISSION AND THEREFORE WOULD WANT
IT ONLY IF DECISION TO RENEW RELATIONS HAD ALREADY BEEN
MADE., IN SUCH CASE, I BELIEVE NEWSOM'S VISIT
TO ALGERIA JUST BEFORE AND DURING SECRETARY'S VISIT WOULD
BE HELPFUL IN PROVIDING LATEST WASHINGTON IMPRESSIONS
FOR BILATERAL TALKS.
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