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T H E  WHITE  H O U S E  

W A S H I N G T O N  February  3, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR: AL HAIG 

FROM: JOHN DEAN 

SUBJECT: Possible Libyan Funding of the 
Na.tion of Is lam 

The Central  Intelligence Agency has forwarded a report  to us  on 
.the above subjec-t which I believe should be brought .to your a-tten-tion. 
This repor t  indicates that a preliminary agreemen.t has been reached 
by which ,the Libyan Government will  loan approxima.tely th ree  million 
dol lars  without in t e res t  .to the Nation of Is lam (NOI), m o r e  commonly 
known a s  the Black Muslims. 

NO1 i s  a radical black organiza.tion which advocates the establishment 
of an independent black nation in .the Uni.ted States, preaches hatred of 
the white m a n  while teaching s.trong puritanical self-disciple for  i t s  
black followers, and purports to  follow the Moslem religion. Founded 
in  the 1930's by Elijah Muhammad, -the self-styled "Messenger of Allah, I '  

NO1 has established temples throughout .the country and a lavish 
.headquarters  in Chicago. I.ts m o s t  prominent follower, -until a split 
led to  his assassina.tion, was  Malcolm X. More recently, younger 
dissident elements have s tar ted open warfare  wi.th the NO1 leadership 
and sparked violent confrontations such a s  the recent incident in Baton 
Rouge, La. which resulted in four deaths. 

In mid-December Herber-t Muhammad, the son of Elijah Muhammad, 
m e t  in Tripoli  wi-th Libyan P r i m e  Minister Colonel Mu'ammar  Qadhafi 
t o  request aid. P r i m e  Minister  Qadhafi agreed to  lend NO1 one million 
Libyan pounds (about three million dol lars)  without in te res t  on the 
assumption that the money wo-uld be used to  establish church facil i t ies 
f o r  teaching the Arabic language and the Is lamic religion. The loan 
was  to  be consumma.ted .through .the Libyan Ambassador .to the Uni-ted 
States, Abdullah Suisi. 

Investigations by Arnbas sador  Suisi and Minister of Religious Affairs  
Bashir  A1 Saghir A1 Hawadi have convinced them that NO1 is not a 
Moslem organization in the t rue sense of the word and that any financial  
assis tance received by them would go toward the personal bet terment  
of Black Muslim leaders .  Both Suisi and Hawadi have recently attempted 
to  pursuade P r i m e  Minister Qadhafi that no loan should be made. As 
of January 25, the Ambassador had not yet re leased the funds to NOI. 
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