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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION:

2Lf2ifol

FM BENHIMA (MOROCCO)
OCTORER 114 1972, 3:1808PMo
WALDORF 35A

s PARTICIPANTS: MOROCCO==FM BENHIMA3 AMBASSADOR SNOUSS!#
US=THE SECRETARYs MRs NOWSOMs MRe CONNORS (REPORTING
OFFICERISs MR. DE SEABRA (INTERPREER),

2% SUMMARY1 FM BENHIMA SAID THAT KING HAS' ABSOLUTE CON=

FIDENCE IN US AND ALL PRESS REPORTS TO CONTRARY ARE FALSE®
BENHIMA SAID THAT AS KING MOVES TO RROADEN GOM BY DRAWING

IN OPPQSITION EILEMENTS, MDROCCO'S POSITION ON CERTAIN ISSUES
WILL HARDENe IN THIS REGARD, FM SAID IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT
MESTION OF US BASES IN MOROCCO BE RE~EXAMINED BEFORE PRESSURES
' SE FROM NEW GOVERNMENT LIKeLY TO EMERGE IN COMING MONTHS.

3. FM BENHIMA EXPRESSED KING*S HOPE THAT SECRETARY VISIT
MORGCCO+ SECRETARY REPLIED HWE IS LOOKING FORWARD TO' ANOTHER
VISIT AND: WOULD ENJOY ROUND OF GOLF WITH KINGos

BENHIMA REPLIED THAT KING IS NOW TOO OCCUPIED TO

PLAY VERY OFTEN RUT WOULD BE PREPARED TO ARRANGE A

MATCHs
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4 POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS: FM BENHIMA REVIEWED POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENTS IN MORQOCCO» DESCRIBING TWO ATTEMPTS ON KING'S LIFE
WITHIN PAST TWO YEARS AS EFFORT BY CERTAIN TRUSTED MEN WITHIN
ARMY T OVERTURN KING FOR REASONS NOT COMPLETELY CLEAR.

HE Saln ARMY AS WHOLE WAS NOT INVOLVEDe. BENHIMA SAID HASSAN
HAS TAKEN ENITGHTENED ATTITUDE IN EXAMINING WAYS TO

ENSURE STABILITYs FM SAID WORLD PRESS HAS NOT PRQVIDED
ACCURATE DESCRIPTION OF CURRENT MOROCCAN POLITICAL '
SCENEe KING 1S NOW SEEKING CLOSER COOPERATION WITH

THOSE ELEMENTS OF: OPPOSITION WHICH SUPPORT FUNDAMENTAL
MOROCCAN INSTITUTIONS, RENHIMA SAID GOM HOPES THAT

TALKS WITH OPPOSITION WILL! LEAD TO BROADENING OF

GOVERNMENT AND RETURN TO PARLIMENTARY SYSTEM. BENHIMA

SAID TWAT FRENCH AND THIRD WORLD PRESS HAS CARRIED MANY
FAILSE STORIES CONCERNING MORNDCCAN/US RELATIONS. FM
FMPHASIZED THAT KING 'HAS ABSOLUTE CONFIDENCE IN US

AND' ALL REPORTS TO CONTRARY BELONG IN WORLD OF FANTASY.
SECRETARY TOLD FM THAT US PLACES HIGH VALUE oN ITS
RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO AND WISHES SEE MOROCCO MAINTAIN
STABRILTTY AND CONTINUE PROGRESS IT HAS MADE. SECRETARY

SAID PRESIDENT AND OTHER MEMBERS OF USG' HAVE HIGHEST

REGARD FOR KINGs RECOUNTING PRESIDENT EISENHNWER'S

GREAT RESPECT FOR KING, SECRETARY SAID PRESIDENT NIXON

HAS SAME FEELINGSs SECRETARY EXPRESSED HOPE THAT KING

WILL CONTINUE HAVE SUCCESSFUL CAREER AND THAT UNFORTUNATE
EVENTS OF: PAST WILL NOT BE REPEATED.

5o US BASES:® FM BENHIMA SAIp THAT AS GOM BROADENS

AS RESULT INCREASED PARTICIPATION BY OPPOSITION»

ITS POSITIONS ON CERTAIN ISSUES MAY HARDEN: ONE ISSUE

1S THAT 0OF US BASES IN MOROCCOs BENHIMA SAID THAT WORLD
SCENE HAS CHANGED SUBSTANTIALLY SINCE 1963 WHEN -JOINT
COMMUNTQUE ESTABLISHED US BASES IN MOROCCO, NEED

FOR BASES IS NOT 'NOW SO IMPERATIVEe IN THESE CIRCUM=
STANCESs GOM WOULD: LIKE EARLY OPPORTUNITY TO RE-EXAMINE
ENTIRE QUESTION WITH USe BENWHIMA SAID IT IS NOT QUESTIQON
OF CLOSING ALL BASES OR REMOVING ALL ‘US TECHNICIANSs
HOWEVER, THREE BASES NOW IN MOROCCO {INCLUDED KENITRA)
MIGHT aE REDUCED TO TWO. FM SAID' THAT WHEN KING PARTICI~
PATES IN AFRICAN OR NON-ALIGNED GATHERINGS» OQTHERS
CRITICIZE HIM FOR PERMITTING US TO MAINTAIN RASES IN
MOROCCNs KING CONNOT ARGUE FROM POINT OF VIEW OF SELF-

——————
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INTEREQTS UGS 15 w07 N MORDerD DEFEND IT. IN SPAINS
THERE ARE WF[L"LdﬁhN ARQANGFWFNTS FOR US FINANCIAL AND
MILITARY AST STANLE . (N MORACLD THERE IS NO SUCH
‘PH~JrIL°'I( J1G0M PROVIDES nASES T US ONLY RECAUSE OF
T R I EANaR rnw Use ait™Mar-ia ADDEND THAT MORQCCO
SUanemy DOES MOT EVEN BENEFTT INDIRFCTLY FROM BASES:

PO U AN T AN e T KERTTRA Ry oV IYE AL THELR SPPLIES
SuE UG BEDCSEARY ASKED WiEVHER SRITICISM By UTHER
ST TES OF Us RASES (N MURDCLD DUES NOT CONSTITUTY
INTERFERENCE IN MOROCCANM INTERKNAL AFFAIRQD BrNHIMA
AGVE R RBUT RpfUreDd T0 ARGUM-NT THAT CONDITIONS OVER
DANT TEN YEARS HAVE CHAmUEL NUTING THAY US HAS CLOSED
FANEE MENTIORED (WHELLUS) 4wl ALTERED BASE ARRANGE-
MENTS ELOSEWMERE s Fi1 SATD KINa HAS SHOWN HIS [NDEPENDENCE
3y AINTAIN v faavks (N FACFE OF PRESSURE. BENHIMA

SALL THAT St JUN GHQULD ny RF«XaMINED NOW SO THAT
MORCCC CAN TARKE INTD CONS:neRATION INTERESTS OF US
BFFORF PRESSURES RISE FROM NEW GOVERNMENT. SECRETARY
ASKED WHEN NEW GOVERNMENT LIKELY TO EMERGFes RENHIMA
SALD LT IS NOT YET CLEAR BUT SUGGESTED PROBARLY BEFORF
APRI{. e SECRETARY SAID WE WOULD BE BACK IN TOucCH ON
THIS MATTER

6+ SPANISH SHARA:® FM SAID ADDITIONAL ISSUE OfF CONCERN

TO KINs IS THAT GOF SPANISH SAHARAS MOROCCO IS CONCERNED
THAT SPAIN IS NNT APPROACHINA MATTER IN REASSURING

WAY = WHILE MOROCCO AGRFED WITH SPAIN TO TAKE MATTER TO
UN» SPAIN HAS ABSTAINED ON alL UN RESOLUTIONS FOR PAST
TWD YEARSs OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE VFRY CONCERNED,s AS

ARY PTHFRS Int MARDCCO. RENHIMA SAID KING CcOULD ACHIEVE
NATIANAL UNTTY VFRY QUICKLY RrY CHALLENGING SPAIN ON THIS
18SUE, 8BUT WoULD OF Cc0OURSE NNT PRECIPITATE SUCH ACTIONS
FM GAIN MOROCCO 15 PRFPARED TO GIVE SPAIN PARTICIPATION
IN SAHARA PHOSPHATES AND EVFEN TO ALLOW BASES TO PROTECT
P78 POSITION IN CANARY TSLANNDS. BENHIMA SAID THAT
MOROCCN IS VERY CONCERNED AROUT INCREASED LIRYAN ACTIVITY
IN SFANISH SAHARA? NQTING THaT IF LIBYANS PRaVIDED

ARMS S0 WOULD MOROCCO. FM NOTED THAT PRC AND USSR ARE
ALSO AcTIVE IN AREA, AS WELL AS ALGERIAM BENWIMA
EXPRFSQED HOPE THAT US cOQULD HELP PERSUADE SPAIN TO

TAKE MQRE RESPONSIRLE POSITION ON ISSUE. SECRETARY

SAIN THAT US CANNOT BFCNMF INVOLVED IN THIS MATTERS THAT

B NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT TMN OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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T 78 SOMETHING TO RE WORKED OUT BETWEEN SPATN AND
MOROCCNe SECRFTARY NDTED THAV HF HAD COMMUNICATED SAME
AR T SPATNs GES

N0GERS

IRl ~ &

FIOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT T!! !!lHORlZATlON OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

2
A
‘SL . .
AAGE A4 USUN N #3838 1219122 L
N






