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Copies : 

S u b j e c t :  Tunisian/US R e l a t i o n s  

P a r t i c i p a n t s  : T u n i s i a  
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Mohammed Masmoudi 
T u n i s i a n  S t a f f  Member 

. ..- 
United  S t a t e s  
Ambassador William Witinan I1 
US D e l e g a t i o n  

POLSEC AmEmbassy Tun i s  
IO/UNP Amb. Bush 
AF Amb. S c h a u f e l e  
AF/N POLSEC - M r .  Gr igg  
REP NEA 

/k'L-/O 
T h i s  mee t ing  was a r r a n g e d  a t  FM Masmoudils r e q u e s t  when 
Ambassador Witman t e l ephoned  t o  e x p r e s s  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  'b a 
Newsomts r e g r e t  a t  no t  h a v i n g  been a b l c  t o  s e e  t h e  FM 
b e f o r e  r e t  urn-l.ng t o  Washington w i t h  t h e  S c c r d c t a r y  . r\ 

FM Masmoudi s a i d  h e  would be l e a v i n g  f o r  Tunis  a t  13:33 p.m. q 
and was v e r y  s o r r y  t o  have missed  hav ing  a  f u r t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  meet w i th  M r .  Newsom. v 

n 

Speaking p e r s o n a l l y  and e m o t i o n a l l y  - and a t  l e n g t h  - t h e  FM 
s a i d  he d i d  n o t  unders tand  American p o l i c y .  It a lmos t  loolced 
a s  i f  t h e  US and t h e  S o v i e t s  had a g r e e d  on a  d i v i s i o n  o f  
s p h e r e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  would t u r n  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  Arab 
e a s t  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n s  and b r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  T u n i s i a ' s  b o r d e r .  
Why had t h e  US comple te ly  w r i t t e n  o f f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  and 
become t o t a l l y  wedded t o  t h e  I s r a e l i s ?  T h i s  made It v e r y  
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  America 's  f r i ~ n d s  l i k e  T u n i s i a .  S a d a t  had 

2 
'Q thrown t h e  R u s s i a n s  o u t  b u t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c ~  of any s u p p o r t  from 

t h e  US, he woul8 have no c h o i c e  b u t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a  new 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  them. The Libyans  were, l i k e  h i m s e l f ,  v e r y  b 
devout  ( t r&s  c r o y a n t s )  b u t  1:hcy t o o  would he d r i v e n  by despa j - r  \\ 
t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s .  

&J F- 
M r .  Witman p r o t e s t e d ,  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  c l e a r l y  was no 

5 
agreement  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  on s p h e r e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e ,  i n  t h e  k ' 
Medi te r ranean  o r  e l s e w h e r e  , i n  t h e  ME. Fur thermore ,  
Rogers had made a  s p e c i a l  p o i n t  o f  emphasiz ing  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  
a s p i r a t i o n s  and concerns  o f  t h e  p a l e s t  i n i a n  peop le  and ', had,h: % 
as t h e F M w e l 1  knew, made g r e a t  e f f o r t s  t o  f i n d  a p e a a c f u l  
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  ME. 3% 
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FM Masmoudi s t a t e d  t h a t  he  d i s a g r e e d  p r o f o u n d l y  w i t h  t h e  
E i 

US p o s i t i o n  on t e r r o r i s m .  How was i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a n  
Arab n o t  t o  f e e l  d e e p l y  abou t  t h c  f a t e  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s ?  
Why d i d  t h e  U9 r e a c t  s o  s t r o n g l y  t o  a c t s  of  d e s p a i r  by O g 

W t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  w h i l e  p a s s i n g  o v e r  i n  s i l e n c e  t h e  d a i l y  cC 

t e r r o r i s m  o f  t h e  I:;racl:l.n, who had foundeci t h e i r  s t a t c  t 

w i t h  i t s  use?  I 

C .- . 
M r .  Witman t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  p e r s u a d e  FM Masmoudi 
t o  draw a  d i s t i n c t i o n  between a c t s  o f  war and i n d i s c r i m i -  
n a t e  t h r e a t s  t o  innockn t  non-combat tants ,  o r  t o  r c a s s u r e  
him t h a t  o u r  proposed Convention c l e a r l y  excluded p o l i t i c a l  
movements. 

The FM n e v e r t h e l e s s  was o b v i o u s l y  v e r y  p a i n e d  -8t t h i s  
seemingly  i n s u p e r a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  had a r i s e n  i n  t h e  
h i t h e r t o  ex t remely  c l o s e  US/Tunisian relationship. He 
s a i d  t h a t  T u n i s i a  was o b l i g e d  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c r e d i b i l i t y  
t o  make approaches  t o  I-Ianoi, b u t  t h a t  s h o u l d  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  t h e  US c o n n e c t i o n .  ( ~ e  s a i d  n o t h i n g  abou t  go ing  t o  
Sa igon .  ) 

M r .  Witman i n  c l o s i n g  urged t h a t  t h e  PM c o n t i n u e  t h e  
d i a l o g u e  w i t h  Ambassador S e e l y e ,  who would s h o r t l y  be  
a r r i v i n g  i n  T u n i s .  
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