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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
KINGDOM OF DENMARK, INCLUDING THE HOME RULE
GOVERNMENT OF GREENLAND, TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT
'THE AGREEMENT OF 27 APRII1. 1951 PURSUANT TO THE NORTH
ATLANTIC TREATY BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE -
KINGDOM OF DENMARK CONCERNING THE DEFENSE OF
GREENLAND (DEFENSE AGREEMENT) INCLUDING RELEVANT
SUBSEQUENT AGREEMENTS RELATED THERETO

The Partes

- Considering the development of Greenland since the conclusion of the Defense
Agreement, including the change of Greenland's stitus from colony to that of an
equal part of the Kingdom of Denmark under the Constitution and the
establishment of a wide ranging Greenland Home Rule;

- Considering that the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark always consults
and cooperates closely with the Home Rule Government of Greenland in affairs of
state of particular importance to Greenland;

- Considering United States military activities since the conclusion of the Defense
Agreement, including the reduction of defense areas in Greenland;

- - Wishing to facilitate and improve local cobpcration between the United States

military authotities and the Danish authorities, including Greenland Home Rule
authorities; '

- Considering their common goal of international peace and peaceful co-existence,
and respecting the important contribution of Greenland to this end;

- Acknowlcdging Greenland’s contribution to the mutual security interests and its
consequent sharing of the associated tisks and responsibilities, and the commitment

of the Parties to continuing close coopetation within NATO in ensuring North
Atlantic secutity;

NOTE and AGREE as follows:

Asticle 1: Defense Areas

1. Thule Air Base is the only defense area in Greenland. The provisions of Article
IT of the Defense Agreement shall apply to the establishment of new defense ateas.




2. 'The flag of the Kingdom of Denmark, the flag of Greenland and the flag of the
United States shall fly over Thule Air Base. To facilitate cooperation concetning the
protection and internal secutity of Thule Air Base, Danish and Greenland -
authorities shall assist the United States authorities as requested and apptoptiate,
and consistent with existing agreements and arrangements.

Article 2: NATO Status of Forces Agreement

1. The Parties note that the NATO Status of Forces Agreement (NATO SOFA)
has applied in Greenland since 1955.

2. The Patties agree that the terms of Article VII of the Defense Agreement shall
apply as a supplementary agreement to the NATO SOFA between the Partics.

3. The Parties agree that the terms of Article VIII of the Defense Agreement are a
superseded by the corresponding provisions of the NATO SOFA. 5

4. The Parties agree that the terms of Article IX of the Defense Agreement shall
apply as a supplementary agreement to the NATO SOFA between the Parties.

5. The Parties agree that the first sentence of Article X of the Defense Agreement
is deleted, and that the term "such NATO agreement” in that Article refers to the

NATO SOFA.

Article 3: Local Cooperation

1. The Parties confirm that:

a. The provision contained in the final clause of the second sentence of Article VI
of the Defense Agreement, relating to contact between United States personnel and
the local population, was revoked in 1986 and is not in effect.

b. In the exceptional case of planned landings of military aircraft in Greenland
outside airports, the Governament of the United States consults with and informs
the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark, including the Home Rule
Government of Greenland, in order to ensure due protection of the envitonment
and hunting areas in Greenland. :

c. Consistent with the Defense Agreement, as amended herein, and the
Memorandum of Understanding of March 13, 1991, and without prejudice to other
relevant agreements and arrangements between the Parties, the Government of the
United States will consult with and inform the Government of the Kingdom of
Denmatrk, including the Home Rule Govetnment of Greenland, prior to the
implementation of any significant changes to United States military operations or

faciliies in Greenland.




2. The Parties agtee that to enhance local cooperation

a. The Home Rule Government of Greenland may appoint a representative with
whom the U.S. commanding officer at Thule Air Base will consult on local affairs
that affect the Home Rule Government of Greenland. The appointment of such a
representative does not affect the status of the Danish liaison officer in relation to
the U.S. commanding officer.

b. The Parties note and declare that they shall consult without undue delay
regarding any question which one of the Parties may raise concerning matters
pertaining to the U.S. militaty presence in Greenland and covered by the Defense
Agteement and this agreement. To the extent that such matters cannot be resolved
through local consultation, the Parties shall consult with each other eithet in the
Petmanent Committee or through diplomatic channels, as appropmate.

Article 4: Entry Into Force and Amendment

This Agréement shall enter into force on the date of signature, and shall remain in
force for the duration of the Defense Agreement. This Agreement may be
amended at any time by mutual agreement of the Parties.

Done at Igaliku this sixth day of August 2004 in duplicate, in the English and
Danish languages, both texts being equally authentic.
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For the Government of the United States of For the Government of the Kingdom of
America Denmark, including the Home Rule
Government of Greenland

/YN

Per Stig Mopller
Colin L. Powell - ‘ For the Government of Denmatk

Josdf Motzfeldt
Fetr the Home Rite Government of
Greenland




Joint Declaration
by :
The Government of the United States of America
| and
The Government of the Kingdom of Denmark,
including the Home Rule Government of Greenland,
on
Economic and Technical Cooperation

Meeting in Igaliku on Augusf 6, 2004, Colin L. Powell, Secretary of State of the
United States-of America, Per Stig Mgller, Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of
Denmark and Josef Motzfeldt, Deputy Premier of the Greenland Home Rule

Government

declared:

- The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the
Kingdom of Denmark, including the Home Rule Government of Greenland (“the
partners”), attach importance to the existing tradidonal ties between the people of
the United States of America and of Greenland. These ties ate based on the
democratic and freedom-loving values we share, our common commitment to
international peace and security, as well as the cultural and geographical solidarity of
the peoples of the Arctic region;

- The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the
Kingdom of Denmark, including the Home Rule Government of Gteenland, wish
to strengthen good neighboutly relations and friendship, as well as reinforce close

and lasting relations,

- To that end the partners have decided to strengthen cooperation between the
United States and Greenland.

Paragraph 1

1. To help realize mutual benefits for our citizens, broad economic and technical
cooperation shall be established between the United States of America and
Greenland, including cooperation on, inter alia, research, technology and energy
cooperation, environmental issues, education, development, tourism, air traffic

planning and trade.




Paragraph 2

1. To promote and coordinate the wide spectrum of activities foreseen within this
enhanced economic and technical cooperation a Joint Committee shall be
established to cooperate on all issues of mutual interest within this broad
framework.

2. The Joint Committee will:

- constitute a forum for formal and informal exchange of information and
regulat coordination and consultation on economic and technical issues of
mutual interest,

- coordinate and monitor existing national programs, projects and other
activities with a view toward their full implementation,

- identify and consider proposals for and agree, subject to funding approval,
new or enhanced joint cooperation projects and programs,

- examine other questions arising within this framework.

3. Joint projects and programs will be implemented through joint contributions.
Financial suppott is envisaged to be one form of conttibution but also technical and
expett assistance, know how, referral to appropriate loan and investment guarantee
institutions, in-kind contributions etc. will be considered as contributions to joint
projects, as appropriate. Contributions will be subject to the availability of funds in
accordance with national laws and procedutes.

Paragraph 3

The Joint Committee, consisting of representatives of the United States
Government and representatives from the Danish Government, including the
Gteenland Home Rule Government, shall meet at least annually. In addition the
committee will convene at other times as required in expert configurations
according to substance matter. The Chair will alternate between the partners

annually.

Paragraph 4

- In theit endeavours to promote this enhanced economic and technical cooperation
the Government of the United States of Ametica and the Government of the
Kingdom of Denmark, including the Home Rule Government of Greenland, will
use their best efforts to find timely common solutions to any issues that may arise
within the framewotk of this declaration.




Issued this day, August 6 2004, in Igaliku

For the Government of the United States of For the Government of the Kingdom of
' Denmatk, including the Greenland Home

Rule Government

Ametica

S 404

Colin L. Powell [
Fot the Government of Denmark

of Greenland




Joint Declaration

by

The Government of the United States of America
and

The Government of the Kingdom of Denmark,
including the Home Rule Government of Greenland,

on

Cooperation on the Environment in Greenland

Meeting in Igaliku on August 6 2004, Colin L. Powell, Secretary of State of the
United States of America, Per Stig Mollér, Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of
Denmark and Josef Motzfeldt, Deputy Premier of the Greenland Home Rule

Government

declared:

1. The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the
Kingdom of Denmark, including the Home Rule Government of Greenland (“the
parthers”), recognize the importance of protecting and improving the environment
in Greenland. Acknowledging the vulnerability of the arctic environment, the
partaers undertake to cooperate with regard to:

- prevention and combating of pollution dangerous to human health,

- prevention and combating of other pollution of air, watet, ice, and earth,

- protection of nature, its wild animals, plants, and their habitats,

- ptrotection of the landscape and areas of historical and scientific value.

2. The partners will address environmental issues cooperatively through appropriate
channels. The partners further intend to establish an Environmental Subcommittee
of the Permanent Committee established pursuant to the 1991 Memorandum of
Understanding. This Subcommittee will meet regularly to identify and address
environmental issues and recommend relevant countermeasures to risks that may be
posed by environmental contamination affecting the Thule Defense Area and the
areas adjacent to the Defense Area. The common goals are to protect the
environment and to prevent dettimental effects from any activities to the health and
safety of residents of Greenland, as well as of the military and civilian personnel
associated with the U.S. armed forces in Greenland.

3. The partners recognize that U.S. armed forces in the Thule Defense Area respect
Greenland Home Rule environmental standatds. This is demonsttated in the Final
Governing Standards applying at the Thule Defense Area, which the U.S. .
Government updates periodically to reflect the more protective of the U.S. or
Greenlandic environmental standards. To assist in the process of updating the Final
Governing Standards, the partners will exchange information and consult as
appropriate regarding these standards.




For the Government of the United States of
Asperica ‘ Denmark, including the Home Rule

4. Representatives of the Government of the Kingdom of Denmark, including the
Home Rule Government of Greenland, will have access, consistent with the military
mission, security and relevant safety considerations, to the Thule Defense Area to
acquaint themselves with environmental conditions there. This access will be
facilitated through the Thule base commander. With due regard for security
classifications and consistent with their respective applicable laws and regulations,
the partners will cooperate fully to exchange relevant and available information
pertaining to environmental matters.

5. In light of the principles underlying the environmental coopetation established
herein, the partners acknowledge that environmental considerations will be a natural
element of consultations related to any realignment of the Defense Area.

Issued this day, August 6 2004, in Igaliku

Government of Greenland

Fot the Government of Denmark

or the Home Riule Government of
Greenland

Fot the Government of the Kingdom of

A vy

Colin L. Powell Per Stig Moller




