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[Omitted here is discussion unrelated to Bangladesh]

. SECRETARY KISSINGER:

o.K;, Joe. I know it's 4 o'clock. ‘Twé
minutés.

MR. SISCO: Pakistén has informed us that‘
it has informed BanéladéShfof its willingness to extend
recognitioﬁ prior to.the opening of the IsiamiC'conference
on the 22nd of Februafy, provided they can get the kind
of iron-clad commitment from Bangladesh that in fact
thesevl95 won't go on trial and so on.:

SECRETARY KISSINGER: Have we done something?

MR. SISCO: They have asked us to intervene
on it.

SECRETARY KISSINGER: Have we done it?

MR. SISCO: N§. We sent you a memo yesterday,
which would ask that you sénd a‘pérsonal message froﬁ you
to each of the Foreign Ministers -- which kind of gives
them a polite pat on the back without intervening sub-
stantively. We think you»can'ﬁerive some.benefit and

each of the Ministers can, but to the Pakistan side -- not
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Foreign Minister. There's going to be a meeting

ronr e a

of the Foreign Ministe¥s of ‘these fPu:ﬁcéuntries.
SECRETARY KISSINéER: Bangladesh,‘Pakistan, and
India -- three. |
MR. SISCO: Did I say four? T didn't realize I

said four. There are only three that are 1nvolved.

But, in any event, I would like to have you lock at the

message we sent you yesterday.’.wé think this is the sort
of thing you. could say without~getting into the middlé
of the substarntiation. |

SECRETARY KISSINGER: Well, why can't we do just
what we've been asked to do and inférm Bangladesh to
say, "We've been asked by Pakistan to tranémit thié.to
you"? We did it. That‘s’hOW'we broke the deadlock
last August.

MR. SISCO: Well, largely because of the fact that
we think it's goipg to move in this airection,’based on a
possible Foreign Ministers meeting. And, secondly, if that's
the first step, I think you know we may get involved
further; and I don't think it's necessary 'at this particular
juncture. i think we can get_the kind of credit of
giving everybody a genéle pat on the back without getting

anybody into an intimate negotiation on this thing.
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That would be‘my-judgment,_ | |
SECRETARY KI§éINGER;_ But,if.we dQ,iikaakistad

hgsaSked us to pass this note to ycﬁ,'or'idzhy idea’to.

you fqr your consideratioﬁ,,do we get-ihté'a'negotiation?
MR. SIéCO: It's the beginning of a process.

I have no objectiénlto doihg that, andlthat could very

easily be added as a sentencé to what wé_sent you.

I think myself that théY've gotten'the'pitéh ahd,they each

know what the.position is. And, iﬁ this particular

instance, 1f we start that particular process, then the

other side may very_well come at the next stage and say,

"Wilivyou weigh in as‘follows-on‘the following procedure?”

SECRETARY KISSINGER: No. I agree fhat we shouldn't
weigh in. We should just transmit it.

MR. LORD: For wha£ it's worth, the Indian
Minister told me they would welcome a pat on the badk.

SECRETARY KISSINGER: What's a"pat on the back®?
I don't‘understand what it heans?

MR. SISCO: A general encouragement that they
dort this out.

SECRETARY KISSINGER: Without telling them the
specific idea. |

MR. SISCO: That's right. That's what I've
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recommended to you in this'piece of paper in your
offic e. | |
SECRETARY KISSINGER: That seems to me more
intrusive than to paSS‘somebody’s messaée; Thatvgets
us into a negotiation to which we haven't been .asked.
MR. SISCO: -No. .I don't think so, Mr.
Sec#etary. I think it's more intrusive the other way.

SECRETARY KISSINGER : O.K.

[Omitted here is discussion unrelated to Bangladesh]
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