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o SUBJECT: ANNOUNCEMENT OF MILITARY SUPPLY POLICY

L {. I AM REPORTING SEPARATELY THE CALM BUT VERY STRONG
: REACTION OF THE FOKEIGN SECHETARY (THE ' FOREIGN
MINISTER 18 OUT UF TOWN) TO OUR DECISION UN MILITARY
: SALES, I AM CUNVEYING HERE THE FOREIGN SECReTARY'S
o SPECIAL REQUEST, MAUDE FOLLOWING CONSULTATION WITH
Py © YHE FOREIGN MINISTER AND SEVERAL OF MIS CABINET o
303 COLLEAGUES, WHETHER IT MIGHT WE PUSSIHLE FOR THE R
- = US DECISION TU HE DEFERRED AND MAUE AFTeRrR ThE FOREIGN '
. MINISTER'S VISIT TU WASHINGTAGN TN MARCH f3~14,

 Kreaqy] pIog -y plessn woy doanjoyd

a1 2, KEWAL SINGH EXPRESSED A SENSE OF STRONG PERSONAL 'DIS= :
e APPOINTMENTY THAT WE HAD MAQE OUXR DECISION SO RAPIDLY WHEN TRE
g FORZIGN MINISTER "WAS SCHEDULED" TO VISIT THE US ON, MARCH
T {a=t4, HE TULO ME THAT THE GOl wOULD nava THOUGHT |
R THE . US wWOULD NOT MAVE MADE THE UECISION HEFQONE THAT. ;
IN FACT, KEnAL YINGR SAID THAT hE nAD BEEN SPECULATING -
CNLY YESTERDAY THAT WE WOULD NOTSMAKE A DECISION BEFOKE

. ¢ THEN UNLESS WE INTENDED TO DAMAGE INDJIA=-US KELATIONS,
R © NE NOTEDQ IMMEOIATELY THE UNFQNTUNATE LOINCIUENCE OF
Fop.  THE OATE OF OUKR ANNUUNCEMENT AND THAT OF THE RRESEN=
T 9., TATION OF AMBASSADOR SAXBE'S CAREDENTIALS (THE GGI ;

} a MOV:O UR THE DATE TO FEBRUARY 24 UNLY Twl UEYS AGU SO THAT
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THERE WOULD BE THE LEAST POSSIBL& PELAY AFTER THE AMBASSADURIS

ARRIVAL],

3, KEWAL SINGH SAID IF THE DATE FOR ANNOUNCEMENT

ST00D, HE FEARED "A VERY POINTED CONCLUSION® IN ThE
MINDS OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER AND HIS COLLEAGUES. HE
ASKEO IF I COULD GET mIM A REPLY TO THIS GUESTIUN OVERa=
NIGHT AS HE MUST TAKE IT UP WITH CHANVAN ANU HIS COLw
LEAGUES FIRST THIN IN THE MURNING. '

4, IT SEEMS TO BE A MATTER OF CUNSINENRABLE CONSEQUENCE
TO THE INUIANS, INVOLVING THE PERUSONAL PRIDE CF THE
FOREIGN MINISTER, THAT WE HMAVE GONE AMEAD BEFQRE

THE FORIGN MINISTER COULO TALK FURTHER WITA YQU. INDIAN
REACTION TO UUR DECISION [S CERTAIN 7O BE STRONG==IT
ALREADY IS, IF WE PROCEED ON QUR SCHEQULE IT wILL BE
COLORED BY THIS SURTHER PERSONAL ELEMENT. ON THE OTHER
WAND, A DELAY UNTIL AFTER THE CHAVAN YISIT wOULD GIVE

. US A BETTER OPPORTUNITY TQ EXPLAIN WHY THIS DECISICON NEED -
CNQGY HaRM INODIAN INTERESTS OR INDIA~US RELATIONS AND

ROQULD BE A GESTURE UF RESPECT TO CHAVAN, wWHO WAS
PERSONALLY EXTREMELY PROUD OF HIS DISCUSSIUNS WITH
YOU LAST OCTUBf;H, AND HIS GOVERNMENT,

8, I RECOGNIZE THIS IS VERY MUCH AN ELEVENTH HOUR
REQUEST AND THAT THE DECISIUN PRULESS HAS ALREADY BEGUN.,

IT WOULD BE OF GREAT VALUE, HUWEVER, IF THERE COULD

BE A DELAY,

8, AMBASSADOR SAXBE'S PREBENTATIUN OF CHKEQENTIALS

ON THE SAME DAY AS THE ANNOUNCEMENT IS AN ADOITIONAL
COMPLICATION, EVEN 1F Wk CANNOT WAIT FOR THE FOREIGN
MINISTER, MIGHT TnE ANNUUNCEMENT BE DELAYED A DaY OR
TWO? : _
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