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SUBJY BHUTTO'S APPEAL FOR HELP ON DOMESTIC POLITILAL
PROBLEM

REF31., ISLAMABAD 4532

f, BHUTTO!'S PARTICULAR REASON IN WANTING TO TALK TO

ME: VERY SHORTLY AFTER MY RETURN FROM BRIEF LEAVE [N

INDJA BECAME APPARENT EARLY IN QUR CONVERSBATION AT

”gglﬂlAﬁALI JUNE -3 (REFTEL). HE CAME RIGHT OUT AND s
AID HE WOULD LIKE MY HELP IN FINDING SOLUTION TO THE

TROUBLED POLITICAL PROBLEM IN BALUCHISYAN, IN SHORT,

HE WANTED ME TO APPROACH EX«GOVERNOR BIZENJO WITH A

PRORDSAL. BHUTTO HAD TO OFFER,

2, AFTER RECOUNZING MIS NEGOTIATION WITH BIZENJO AND
\ MENGAL LAST MAY AND CERTAIN DEVELOPMENTS SINCE THEN
| (REFTEL), BHUTTD SAID HE WAS NOT ANXIOUS TO WORK BACK
| ° ] TOWARD THE UNDERSTANDING DISCUSSED IN MAY BUT THAT
{10 HE WAS INHIBITED IN RESUMING DIRECT ROLES AGAIN AT
| THIS MOMENT, BASICALLY, HIS INHIBITION CAME FROM
Q| SENSITIVITY OF CERTAIN OF HIS OWN SUPRORTERS, PARTICU=
aﬁaL,va BALUCH GOVERNOR BUGTI AND CHIEF MINISTER JAM SAHIB
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OF LASBELA, THEY WERE DEAD SET

AGAINSTY FURTHER PRESIDENTIAL NEGDTIA=

TION (WHICH COULD NOT BE KEPT SECRET) PRIQR TO QR DURING
FORTHCOMING PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY SESSION NOW SCHEDULED

TO BEGIN JUNE 22, BHUTTO FELT SIMILARLY INHIBITED FROM

CALLING ON HIS SPECIAL ASSISTANT, RAF] RAZA, TD DO THE

JOB FOR HIM BECAUSE THAT TOO WOULD BE EASILY TRACED TO

‘THE PRESIDENT,

3, BHUTTO THEN REFERRED TO WHAT WE TERMED MY HELP IN

BETTING UNANIMOUS ADOFTION OF CONSTITUTION LAST APRIL,

ESPECTALLY MY TALK WITH BIZENJO AT THAT TIME, (SEE

MY LETTER OF MAY 16 TO AMBASSADOR MEYER ON THIS SUBJECT,)

HE ADDED THAT HE KNEW ME AS A GOOD FRIEND OF PAKISTAN
AND ALSO A GOOD FRIEND QF BIZENJO, THAT WAS WHY HE
WAS ASKING ME TO HELP ON THIS PARTICULAR OCCASION, HE

THEN SPELLED QUT THE MESSAGE HE HOPED I WQULD PASS TO

BIZENJO (SEE PARA 7 BELOW),

4, I SAID I WAS TAKEN ABACK BY BHUTTO!S SUGGESTION,

I WAS PLEASED THAT HE FELT SUCH CONFIDENCE IN ME AND

MY ABILITY TO CARRY OUT WHAT WOULD BE A DELICATE
EXERCISE, HOWEVER, THIS WAS NOT THE TYPE OF THING IN WHICH
DIPLOMATS ww EVEN FRIENDLY DIPLOMATS == RAN INTO AS A
NORMAL PART OF THEIR DUTIES, BHUTTO ACKNOWLEDGED THAT

HE HWAD MADE AN EXTRODAORDINARY REQUEST, HE HAD DONE SO
BECAUSE OUR RELATIONSHIP HAD ALWAYS BEEN FRANK AS WELL

AS FRIENDLY, HE RECALLED THAT IN 1971 I HAD COME TO HIM
WITH A REQUEST FOR HELP AND HE HAD IMMEDIATELY OBLIGED
(REFERENCE WAS TOD MY APPEAL THAT BHUTTO USE HIS INFLUENCE
TO CALL OFF PPP SPOKESMEN AND PRESS WHO HAD BEEN ATTACKw
ING AMBASSADOR FARLAND),

5, YOU WILL APPRECIATE THAT I FELT VERY MUCH ON THE S8POT,
I FELT I SHOULD MAKE A DECISION THERE AND THEN RATHER
THAN FUDGE, TO SAY "NO, THANKS" WQULD HAVE BEEN DIPLO=
MATICALLY IMPECCABLE BUT WOULD SURELY HAVE REDUCED VERY
SHARPLY WHATEVER VALUE I STILL HMAVE HERE A8 SENIOR US
REP, MORE THAN THAT, IT SEEMED TO ME THAT BHUTTQO'S
PROPOSAL WAS REASONABLY HONQORABLE (ALTHOUGH IT MAS TS
FAULTS) .AND, IF IT PROVES TO BE ACCEPTABLE TO NAP, COULD

“*&}iﬁae REPRODUCED, WWRIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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LEAD TO AN IMPORTANT ABATEMENT OF WHAT IS PERHAPS
PAKISTAN'S MOST URGENT POLITICAL PROBLEM QF TODAY, I
THEREFORE TQLD BHUTTO THAT I WOULD UNDERTAKE TO REACH
BIZENJO AND CONVEY BHUTTO'!S MESSAGE TO HIM, WE AGREED
CATEGORICALLY THAT ] SHOULD UNDERTAKE NOTHING MORE

THAN TO PASS THE MESSAGE TO BIZENJO AND TO RALAY TO
BHUTTO ANY MESSAGE WHICH BIZENJO MIGHT WISH TO SEND
THROUGH ME, I SAID I WOULD MAKE IT A8 CLEAR AS I COULD
TO BIZENJO THAT MY AGREEMENT TO PLAYING THIS ROLE
REFLECTED NOTHING MORE THAN MY INTERESY AND HOPE THAT
THE VARIOUS CONCERNED ELEMENTS WOULD FIND A WAY TO RESOLVE
A TROUBLESOME PROBLEM; ALSO THAT I WAS ACTING IN A
PURELY PERSONAL CAPACITY AS A FRIEND, AND NOTHING MORE?
§ I WOULD NOT VQICE ANY STAND PRO 0OR CON,

P=CI3CIT N===

6, I THEREUPON ADDED THAT T WAS WILLING TO TAKE ON THIS
EXTRAUGRDINARY ASSIGNMENT BECAUSE OF MY RESPECT FOR
PRESIDENT BHUTTQO AND FOR WIS EFFORTS TO EVOLVE A REASQONw=
ABLE CONSENSUS ON ONE OF THE MOST URGENT PROBLEMS FACING
HIS8 COUNTRY, HWE THANKED ME,

7, AFTER DINNER, I CAME BACK TO THIS SUBJECT AND SAJD

I WANTED TO JOT DOWN THE POINTS BHUTTO WANTED ME TO PASS
TO BIZENJO 8O THAT THERE WOULD BE NO DANGER OF ERROR.
THE POINTS ARE THESE:?®

(A) PRESIDENT HAD REFERRED, DURING RECENT PRIVATE
CONVERSATION WITH ME, 70 TALKS HWE HWAD HAD WITH BIZENJO
AND HMENGAL ABOUT ESTABLISHMENT (OF AN NAP/JUI/PPP COALITION
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IN BALUCHISTAN, (IF QUERIED, I WOULD SAY UNDERSTANDING
AID NOT RELATE TO NWFP BECAUSE OF DIFFERENT SITUATION
PREVAILING THERE, )

(B) SINCF THOSE TALKS, SITUATION HAD BECOME COMPLIw

CATED BY KILLING OF DIR SCOUTS AND INCREASE IN MENGAL
VIOLENT ACTIVITY IN JHALAWAN AREA; SENSITIVITY BY GOVERNOR
RUBTYI AND CHYEF MINISTER JAM SAHIB 0OF LASBELA TQ FURTHER
DIRECT MEZTINGS BY PRESIDENT IN PERIOD AROUND PROVINCIAL
ASSEMBLY SESSION? AND INCREASE BY CERTAIN NAR E| EMENTS

OF ANTI=IRAN AND ANTI=SHAH STATEMENTS,

¢CY PRESIDENT IS RPREPARED TO CARRY THROUGH ON UNDERw
STANDING REACHED LAST MAY, SHORTLY AFTER FORTHCOMING
BUDGET SESSION QF PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY, THIS INCLUDES
ESTABLISHMENT OF COALITION GOVERNMENT, OF WHICH NAP
REPRESENTATIVE COULD BE CHIEF MINISTER! DERARTURE OF
BUGTI FROM GOVERNQRSHIP == PERHAPS HWE COULD TAKE ANQTHER
PUSITION SUCH AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SENATE WHICH

IS TO BE ELECTED APPROXIMATELY BY MIDwJULY,

(DY PRESIDENT DESIRES TO DISCUSS ABQVE PROPOSAL

WITH BUGTI AND GET HIS AGREEMENT; DISCUSSION Ig»vp TAKE
PLACE SOMETIME DURING PERIND JUNE 12=17 WHEN PRESIDENT

I NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITWIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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EXPECTS To BE IN QUETTA,

CEY AFTER END OF FOKTHCOMING PROVINCTIAL ASSEMBLY
SESSYON, DURING JulLY, PRESIDENT WOULD GET IN TOUCH
DIRECTLY WITH BIZENJO (OR MENGAL) TO CONFIRM UNDERW
STANDING,

(F) PRESIDENT WOULD THEN APPOINT GOVERNOR OF
PRESIDENT!S DWN CHOICE, BUT SOMEONE WITH WHOM NAP NGULD
BE HAPPY, (BHUTTO TOLD ME HE wAS THINKING OF NAMING
KHAN OF KALAT, OF TRADITIONAL BALUCH LEADING FAMILY,)

(G) PRESIDENT MUST MAINTAIN SOME CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
MILITARY FORCES IN BALUCHISTAN FOR TIME BEING) BUT IT 1§
NEGOTIABLE AS TO WHETHER CIVIL ARMED FORCES RATHER

THAN ARMY MIGHT SUIT PURPOSE,

(H) AS PRESIDENT HAS ALREADY MADE CLEAR, IT 1§

HIS INTENTION TD SUPPORT SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY IN BALUCHISTAN,

(I) PRESIDENT WQULD LIKE NAP NOT TO OPPOSE MAINTEw

NANCE OF PRESENT GOVERNMENT IN QUETTA UNTIL ABOVE ARRANGEw.
MENT HAS BEEN WORKED QUT, THIS COULD BE DONE, FOR
EXAMPLE, BY ABSTENTION OF NAP MEMBERS FROM VOTE OF
CUNFIDENCE ON CURRENT GOVERNMENT WHEN PROVINCIAL' ASSEMBLY
MEETS LATER THIS MONTH? OR IT COULD RE DONE IN ANY DTHER
WAY THAT NAP WOULD PREFER, SUCH AS ARRANGING THAT NAR
MEMBERS OF PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLY WOULD NOT BE PRESENT

WHEN CONFIDENCE VOTE TAKEN,

B, BHUTTD SAYID, FOR MY INFORMATION BUT NOT TO MENTION

TQO BIZENJO, THAT HE WOULD BE WILLING TO WORK QUT A POST
FOR A NAP REP IN HIS CENTRAL CABINFT, ONCE ABOFE ARRANGEw
MENT HAS BEEN CONCLUDED,

9, FINAL ITEM IN PARA 7 ABOVE MAY PRESENT TQUGHEST
PROBLEM FOR NAP, IF IT IS WILLING TO ACCEPT DTHER ‘POINTS
OF BHUTTN'S PROPNSAL, WITHOUT BEING ABLE TO DIVULGE
ARRANGEMENT, IT WILL BE VERY HARD FOR THEM TO EXPLAIN
ABSTENTION QR ANYTHING OTHER THAN STRAIGHT VOTE AGAINST
EXISTING GOVERNMENT WHEN CONFIDENCE MOTION I8 CALLED,

°
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19, T FELT I SHOULD GIVE YOU THIS RATHER DETAILED
ACCOUNT OF WHAT I HAVE ACCEPTED YO TRY TO DO, T AM
AWARE OF PITFALLS AND SHALL TRY TO AVOID THEM, wWILL
KEEP YOU INFNRMED, |

11. HAVE ARRANGED FOR MEETING WITH BIZENJO AT My WOUSE
THIS AFTERNONN (JUNE 4) TO LAY OUT PROPOSED SCENARIO,
SOBER
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