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PART 3-2 - GUIDANCE ON KEEPING AN ENGINEERING WATCH

6 Particular guidance may be necessary for special types of propulsion systems or ancillary equipment
and for ships carrying hazardous, dangerous, toxic or highly flammable materials or other special types of
cargo. The chief engineer officer should provide this operational guidance as appropriate.

7 It is essential that officers in charge of the engineering watch appreciate that the efficient performance
of engineering watchkeeping duties is necessary in the interest of the safety of life and property at sea and
of preventing pollution of the marine environment.

8 The relieving officer, before assuming charge of the engineering watch, should:

B be familiar with the location and use of the equipment provided for the safety of life in a
hazardous or toxic environment;

2 ascertain that matenials for the administration of emergency medical first aid are readily
available, particularly those required for the treatment of bumns and scalds; and

3 when in port, safely anchored or moored, be aware of:

31 cargo activities, the status of mainlenance and repair functions and all other

operations affecting the watch, and

32 the auxiliary machinery in use for passenger or crew accommodation services, Cargo
operations, operational water supplies and exhaust systems.

PART 3-3 - GUIDANCE ON KEEPING A RAD1O WATCH

General

9 Among other things, the Radio Regulations require that each ship radio station is licensed, is under

the ultimate authority of the master or other person responsible for the ship and is only operated under the

control of adequately qualified personnel. The Radio Regulations also require that a distress alert shall only
" be sent on the authority of the master or other person responsible for the ship,

10 The master should bear in mind that all personnel assigned responsibility for sending a distress alert
must be instructed with regard to, be knowledgeable of, and be able to operate properly, ali radio equipment
on the ship as required by regulation /14, paragraph 1.4. This should be recorded in the deck or radio
log-book.

Watchkeeping

11 In addition to the requirements concemning radiowatchkeeping, the master of every seagoing ship
_ should ensure that:

1 the ship's radio station is adequately manned for the purpose of exchanging general
communications - in parlicular public correspondence, taking into account the constraints
imposed by the duties of those authorized to operate it; and
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2 the radio equipment provided on board and, where fined, the reserve sources of energy, are
maintained in an efficient working condition.

12 Necessary instruction and information on use of radio equipment and procedures for distress and
safety purposes should be given periodically to all relevant crew members by the person designated in the

ruster list to have primary responsibility for radiocommunications during distress incidents. This should
be recorded in the radio log. '

13 The master of every ship not subject to the SOLAS Convention should require that radio

walchkeeping is adequately maintained as determined by the Adminisiration, taking into account the Radio
Regulations.

Operational

14 Prior to saling, the radio operator designated as having primary responsibility for
radiocommunications during distress incidents should ensure that:

1 all distress and safety radio equipment and the reserve source of energy are in an ¢fficient
working condition, and that this is recorded in the radio log;

.2 all documents required by intemational apreement, notices to ship radio stations and
additional documents required by the Administration are available and are corrected in
accordance with the latest supplements, and that any discrepancy is reported to the master;

3 the radio clock is correctly set against standard time signals;
4 antennae are correctly positioned, undamaged and properly connected; and
5 10 the extent practicable, routine weather and navigational waming messages for the area in

which the ship will be navigating are updated 1ogether with those for other areas requested
by the master, and that such messages are passed to the master,

15 On sailing and opening the station, the radi¢ operator on watch should:
1 listen on the appropriate distress frequencies for any possible existing distress situation; and

2 send a traffic repori (name, position and destination, etc.) to the local coast station and any
other appropriate coast station from which general communications may be expected.

16 While the station is open, the radio operator on watch should:
1 check the radio clock against standard time signals at least once a day; -

2 send a traffic report when entering and on leaving the service area of a coast station from
which general communications might be expecied; and

3 transmil reports 1o ship reporting systems in accordance with the instructions of the master.
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17 Whils at sea, the radio operator designated as having pnmmy responsibility for radiocommunicatons
dunng digtress incidents should ensurc the proper functonmg of: _

. \1 I the. ngm] Selecuvc Calling (DSC) dlsm:ss and safczy Tad.m eq mpmeur by means of atest
call nxleastonce each week; and  °°

L2 the distress and safery rndm cquapme.nt by mcans of a test at least once csch day but w:lhou:
: radumng my sngrml .

The reSulLs of 1hese tests s.hould be recordcd in r.he radlo log

. 'l'he radio. opcrator deslguatcd 10 hs.ndle gmcml commumc:unons should ensure that an cﬂ'ccuvc

: w:uch is maintsined on those frequencias on which commuriications are likely 1o be exchanged, having regard
Lo Lhc pasition of the ship in relafion to those coast stations and to coast earth stations from which raffic may
be expected, When ncha.ngmg tmﬁc, radio operators should follow the relevant IT U recommendations,

19. | When closing the station oo amival 31 a port, the radio operator on watch should sdvise the local cosast
mnon and other coast ststions with which contact has been maintsined of the ship's amva.l zmd of the closing
" of the slation :

20 When closing the radio station the radio operator designated as having primary responsibility fer
radiocommaunications during distress incidents should:

1 ensure that transmitdng anfennse sre ea.rlh¢d- and

L2 _check thar the reserve sources of energy are sufficiently cba:ged

PN

Distress alerts and pruu:durcs

zi N The d:su'.-.sa nlcr: ot dismress call hus absolute priogity over all other ransmaissions, All slations which
receive such signals are roquired by the Radio Regulations © immediazely ceasc all rrsnsmxsswns cupable
of imtarfering with distress commumcanons

.22 ' In the case of s distress aifccnng own ship, the radio operator designated as having 'primary
responsibnhty for radiocommunications during distress incidents should immedistely sssume rcspom1bllt1y
for foll.omng thc pro:edure.-s of thc Rs.d:o Regulutwns and relevam ITU-R Recommdanons

et

23 '-' On racewzng ] dmrass alen'

'.1 the radm opera:or on watch should alert lhe master and, if appropnme, the radio” opemor
: dcs:gnamd LLY havmg pnma:y rcspous:hhty for mdxo;orrunmcauons dunng dmress
mcldems, :md o . )

-2 the radic opsramr des:guatod 8s havmg primary respcns;bllxly for radlocommwncnnuns

e during distress incidénts should evalunte the siruation and immediately assume responsibility

for following the proccdures of lhc Radio Regulations and ‘relevant ITU-R
-Recomnendaucns - . . :
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Urgency messages

24 In cases of urgency affecting own ship, the radio operator designated as having responsibility for
radiocommunications during distress incidents should immediately assume responsibility for followmg the
procedures of the Radio Regulations and relevant ITU-R Recommendations.

25 In cases of cornmunications relating to medical advice, the radio operator designated as having
primary responsibility for radiocommunications during distress incidents should follow the procedures of the
Radio Regulations and adhere to the conditions as published in the relevant imemnational documentation (see
paragraph 14.2} or as specified by the satellite service provider.

26 In cases of communications relating to medical transports, as defined in the Annex 1 to the Protocol
additional 1o the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 relating 1o the protection of victims of international
armed conflicts (Protocol 1), the radio operator designated as having primary responsibility for
radiocommunication during distress incidents should follow the procedures of the Radio Regulations.

27 On receiving an urgency message, the radio operator on watch should' alert the master and, if
appropriate, the radio operator designated as having primary responsibility for radiocommunications during
distress incidents.

Safety messages

28 When a safety message is to be transmitied, the master and the radio operator on watch should follow
the procedures of the Radio Regulations, :

29 On receiving a safety message, the radio operator on watch should note its content and act in
accordance with the master's instructions.

30 Bridge-1o-bridge communications should be exchanged on VHF channel 13. Bridge-to-bridge
communications are described as “Intership Navigation Safety Communications” in the Radio Regulations.

Radio records

31 Additional entries in the radio log should be made in accordance with paragraphs 10, 12, 14, 17
and 33. : ‘

32 Unauthorized transmissions and incidents of harmful interference should, if possible, be identified,
recorded in the radio log and brought to the attention of the Administration in compllance with the Radio
Regulations, together with an appropriate extract from the radio log. ’

Battery maintenance
33 Batteries providing a source of energy for any part of the radio installation includihg those associated
with uninterrupted power supplies are the responsibility of the radio operator designated as having primary

responsibility for radiocommunications during distress incidents and should be:

N | tested on-load and off-load daily and, where necessary, brought up to the fully charged
condition;
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. 2 tested Once per week 'by means of 2 kydrometer where practicable, or where a hyd:omcier
csnrot be used, by & suitable load test; and

3 chchcd once per month for the secursty of cach battery and its connections and the cundmun
‘of the baucnes and their compartment or companmems

The results of these tests should be.req:orded in the radio log.

PART 4- GUIDANC‘E ON WA’I‘CHKEEPE\FC IN POR‘I'
(No prowsmns)

PART 5 GULDANCE ON PREV'ENTION O.F DRUG AND ALCOHOL A.BU.SE

34" Dngand alcohol abns: dm:ctly uﬁecl J.h-: Emess and abx]ny ofa S-eafarcr'lo perform mrchkeepmg '
"dutics. Seafarers found w be under tha inflience of drugs or alechol should not be permirted to pr.-rfonn

walchkeeping duties until ﬂwy a.re no longer :mpaued i their ability 1o perform those duncs o
35 Adnumsmnons shauld cons;der dcvelcpmg n'\twnal legislation:

d p.rescnbmg a maximum of 0.08% 'blood alcohol tevel (BAC) du.rmg wmchkeepmg duty as
a mintmum safely standsrd on their ships; and .

2 prohibifmg the consumption of alcohol within 4 hours prior 10 secving 2s 3 member of a
wareh - :

Dn.rg and aJcohol nbuse screenmg pronramme guidelines
36 The AdminisTation should ensure that adcquate measures sre mken 10 prevent sleohol 2ad drugs from
impairing the shility of warchkecoping personm:l, snd should establish gcreening programmes as necessary
which:

A identify drug and sleohol abuec;

2 respect the d.xgmtv pnvacy, ccnﬁdcnnahty and I‘undsmenta.l legnl rights of the mdmdua]s
conccmed and '

3 tske into account relevam i.nt_e:haiicm} guidelj.n:s.
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