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Decision Number Eighteen 
To The Treaty On Open Skies

Mandatory Time Period For Storing And Sharing Data 
Recorded During An Observation Flight

The Open Skies Consultative Commission, pursuant to the provi-
sions of Article IX, Section IV of the Treaty on Open Skies, has decided 
as follows:

1.	 The Observing Party shall retain the original data collected dur-
ing an observation flight for a minimum of two years commencing on 
the date on which that Observing Party transmits the mission report to 
the other States Parties to the Treaty.

2.	 Upon expiration of the two-year period specified in paragraph 1 
above, the Observing Party may either continue to retain the original 
data collected during an observation flight or dispose of it in accor-
dance with their own national practice. No State Party shall be obliged 
to provide copies of data from an observation flight after the expira-
tion of the specified two-year period.

3.	 The Observing Party shall make every effort to provide copies 
of the original data, no later than 45 days after receipt of a request, to 
States Parties which request them, unless otherwise agreed.

4.	 Eighteen months after the Treaty enters into force, the Open 
Skies Consultative Commission shall, during its next regular session, 
review whether two years is the appropriate minimum period for stor-
ing and sharing data.

This Decision shall enter into force simultaneously with the 
Treaty on Open Skies and shall have the same duration as the Treaty.

Decided in Vienna, in the Open Skies Consultative Commission, 
on..., in each of the six languages specified in Article XIX of the Treaty 
on Open Skies, all texts being equally authentic.




