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About: Diplopedia

Diplopedia is an online encyclopedia of foreign affairs inform ation. Subjectto the
principles and guidelines for Diplopedia, anyone who can access Diplopedia is invited
and encouraged to contribute his or her experience, knowledge and expertise in the

form of articles, discussion or editing of m aterial subm itted by others.

Principles for Governance

Ownership

The O ffice of eDiplomacy, Bureau of Inform ation Resource Management, provides the
underlying technology, and willoversee its operation and development. In a larger
sense, however, Diplopedia belongs to all State Departmentpersonnelwho contribute

to it or use it.

A ccountability

Everyone who contributes articles, discussion or edits to Diplopedia will be identifiable

by his or her emailaddress. Thus, allcontributors to Diplopedia willrequire a log-in.

Resolving Disputes

The O ffice of eDiplomacy will adjudicate disputes aboutcontent.

Principles for Articles

N eutral or Attributed Points of View

Diplopedia requires thatallarticles be written from a neutralpointofview, i.e., one that
fairly represents alternative views. Positions or views in an article thatdo not fairly
representthe consensus ofthe relevantcommunity of interest should be clearly marked

w ith the author, office, or agency whose views they represent.



N ature of Content

Diplopedia articles are not "finalproducts.” Publishing in Diplopedia does notim ply
endorsementby the U.S. Government. Articles may be partofthe deliberative process.

Diplopedia contains the following disclaim er:

Diplopedia is adm inistered by IR M 's O ffice of eDiplomacy. The articles in Diplopedia are written and edited by
registered OpenNetusers who wish to contribute their professionalknowledge. Articles should be considered

inform ative butnotnecessarily authoritative, and are notintended to substitute for officialregulations and guidance. If
an article contains an error, or is incom plete, please editthe article to make itmore accurate and inform ative, or
contactthe originalcontributor directly. E xternallinks to other Internet sites should notbe construed as an

endorsementofthe sites'content.

Linking to Source Material

Links to source material mustpoint to locations accessible via State’s Intranet — alllinks
to source m aterialmustwork for allusers of Diplopedia, thatis, to sites on U .S

Governmentnetworks or the Internet.

Professionalism

Diplopedia is nota message board ora chatroom . Itis a reference tool for S tate
Departmentpersonnelwho seek quick access to knowledgeable, useful, timely, current
inform ation on foreign affairs issues. All contributors mustkeep theirlanguage, conduct

and contributions professional, civil, and to the point.

Enduring Value

G enerally speaking, individual articles should notbe written abouttransitory m atters -
e.g., the itinerary for a Congressional Delegation — unless events willreach a magnitude
that warrants an article. For example,localgovernmentelections in South A frica might
bestbe covered in an article on "South African Elections." This article would cover
various types of electoral processes and events in South Africa; the contentwould
change often, reflecting both prospective and retrospective analysis. Since Diplopedia
keeps every version of every article, itis easy to see a previous version. Following the
enduring value guidance will preventa proliferation of separate snapshotarticles on a

single subject.

Reliability

Inform ation in Diplopedia mustbe reliable. D ifferentperspectives, theories and
arguments may be included in articles along with facts, butviewers mustbe able to

check facts independently and to judge the reliability of sources for articles.



Ownership and Control

Diplopedia seeks to draw on the knowledge, experience and expertise of many people,
w hether they are currently working on a particular country, region orissue. As with its
public and classified counterparts, the mechanism to achieve this is the ability of anyone
to subm it or editcontent. Accordingly, when you contribute an article you are launching
a process. You do notown orcontrolitand mustexpect—- and accept - thatothers will
change it. This does notim ply indifference butrather open-mindedness about the
perspectives of others and the overallpurpose of Diplopedia. If disputes arise, they can

be resolved through discussion or m ediation.
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