
PUBLIC 

DIPLOMACY 
PUBLIC DIPLOMACY IN THE 
PACIFIC CENTURY 

• No region 01 the world Is more impoItant 
,., America's Iong-Ienn prospedty and 
:;ecurity than East Asia and the Pacific. 

• Public ~ should be a centtaI 
component of a national strategy to promote 
vital long-tenn u.s. security and economic 
Interests in Asia. 

• Govemments and public opinion in Asia _ta""'_-menl, creaIing a wfndow of oppottunity tor - - diplomacy. 

I if-BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

• u.s. Infonnation Agency programs are 8 _cost_means of_ 
_hNU.S._,a __ 
As;a on shared concetnS> and mutual 
undersIanding. 

• Tho _ pub/lcdip/omacy_ _be_ 
Television, which is becoming the dominant 
ir.fotmation medium in Asia; 

FIeld staffing and training; 

Exchanges. SUCh as Fulbright scholars and 
Intemational V'1SitcNs; 

Outreach to AsIan students in the U.S.; 

Coon:Iination wnh private and public organ/
zations """",ling In As;a; 

Radio broadcasts to Asian countries denied 
frtJe media; 

Prog.",", - --,__ , 1IMuy_, "Studyof 

the U.S. ~ projects, spetJlcers, enviroomentaI 
eIfotts, and Eng6sh 18ad!1ng; 

Communications technologies: dish anten
nas, two-way video systems. and digita/ -. 
• Funding_beptO¥idad lhtoUyha 
_of ...... _ the USIA. 
-..e, and infemaffonal_ budg0/8. 
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Nn ragion" more ill~ to 

America'. kJnq-tetm Plospdy.-d secuity 
ItWI East Asia. ani lie ~ And nowhere 
.. America's fore9I poley goaI& of open 
maJtet econohlies, a strong detense, and 
support tor deillMJC:11aCy more reIevanI Of 

nerreIaIed. 

Ec:onomit$ WId T ..... If current 
economic and trade trends continue, the 
21st c::entIMy wiI be the -paafic Century.-

1he worId's fastest Qr'OM'9 economies, 
the largest U.S. export 1IlIUMIs, and Ihe 
largest U.s. trade deficiIs are in East Asia. 
'The Inlei rllldional MoneWry Food ranks 
ctWla's economy in thIn:I place worldwide, 
behind the U.S. end Japan. 

___ .The_ .. 
It. ~ W8IWC)dd" depend 88 

much on u.s. relationships will Asia as II 
doers on peaceful and delrlOaaHc refomws in 
Europe and the former ScMet t.Jrjon,. 

Recent statements by senior u.s. 
oIficiaIs indIcaIe a helghteii8d awaren Baa of 
1be need to project a greater U.S. presence 
in AsIa, a focus this Commls aioo greatly 

~. 

AsIan nations are reasaessitg their 
relationships with other counbies and the 

.-.. """""""'g ~I
and alliances. In the past, poRdes were 
10"""" largely In • "'"'"'"' __ 

muttlaleraJ ties are becorni'9 more impor
tant. The U.S. must be an ac1Ive participant 

In this process or -. Three times in this u.s. T.-_ East_ risI< losing 01IIuence 
in 1he region. 

c:enh.wy AmelicallS --majo< 
wars on Asian sol. 

- 3S% of U.S. CUmtnt Trade ~" _ ... conoemed 

Today"'u..d 
SIidas is wid9Iy 
vfewed In the region 
as an au 5 Ilia! 
balaucilllg bee, a _"peace 

- -to% Men l'twI WIh West Europe _ ... -
power of the United 
SlalBs.o.-n
ments and pOOIic 

- S84 a.on Trade Deficit -""'reg;on _"""'. 
and stabIIiIy in a part of the workf where 
IenIlorIaI disputes. nuclear pcllemtion, civI 
war, and ether risks of rrauy adventurism 
warranI: U.S. vigilance and readiI 898. 

BuIldIng DemocrKy. Asian govem
menta range from old-line Corrwnun6st 
tyrannies to full-fledged den 1OCF8Cies. The 
U.S. must encourage the development of 
democr8tic flstiIuIions, hLman rtghts. and 
mc:K8 open.l*nIiStiC societies. To do tis 
effec:tM!Ify. OU'" support for democracy 
~ reqlRs a ialOwiedge of and sensi
...,. ..... hisIoIy ........ _--.. 
these COU'Itriee, and a ~!Sllo IIsIen to 
"'981 It-..iewpoinls. 

lII.rased Attention Needed 

In racenI: y!laI'S. East Asia _ not 
r8CfIived sufficienI: hi!;tl1eveI atI8n1ioIr from 
the u.s. government. The excepIioo Is when 
..... Of poley disa!J8en'.a1l8 emerge. u.s. 
00I1CeIT1S In the region, howeJ8r. extend wei 

_American 
saeurily and economic involvement. creat· 
log. window .. _tor_ 
c.'Ipfomacy programs. 

USIA Programs 

U.S. Information Agency programs
educatfonaJ and cultural exchanges. pntS8 
and information activities of u.s. missiclIIs -. """_and __ 
~ - encourage auppofI for u.s. policies, a 
clalogw on shan!d concems., and muIUaI 
_. TID prognunmIng !scoot· 
eftecIIye, aI the mcwe so In a tine of major 
cutbacks In otK defen8e and toreIgn affairs -. 1he Commieskxl recommends 
atreuglhetllng the foIowkIg actMties: 

T ....... The communicadons 
revolution Is July IMIderway in East Asia 
with phellOm8I'l8I growth In sateIIIe lV, 
home dishes, VCRs, and cabM systems . 
increasingly tele\rtsb I is becorTiIlg the 



region's dominanI medium tor news. infonna.. 
tion and enIeftahnent. 

Insufficient vision, furdng, and plar.i'ling 
continue to IImiI: the U.S. govenwnenI's use 
01 this _ medium. _ ... 

potential of 1nsIant-access sateIIte TV. 
The U.S. shoukt purchase time on 

regional sateIItes wiIh dir8ct-to-home capa
biIIty, such as AsiaSat. with a footprint 
~ 38 countries from Japan .. the 
MIddle East. USIA should produce and 
ac:q.jre a mix of programs in English and 
local languages that provide an appropriate 
blend of news, Infou llalion, and features. 
Research studies of audience and media 
trends are II ssentta( in enorts to develop 
programs and malkelWlg stJ81egie&. 

The Cc:lmnWision welcomes the &tr'at&

gic plannk1g .... """""'Y --by'" ....... oI-..g. _ .... _ 
diplomacy _ 01 _ ......... only be 

--strong_hip"'" ""host -. __ resowees. and 
_ pIannk1g by _ oIIIcelS .... at 
major USIA eIemenIs. 

SIafIIng and T_ Foeld oIIIcelS 
are oentraI to the effectiveness of pOOle 
diplomacy. Ame.- _ 10 __ 

staff IncIeeses are f1!8( Essary If USIA is to 
undertake program expansion in East Asia 
and ... _ 

AeJd officers should be well trained. not 
onIy ..... ___ oI ... 

region, but in 8COI1OmIcs and Information 
technology. Training 10 upgradetheireom
petence and professional skiDs is an invest· 
ment In the future. 

~.~"""' .. 
Fulbright scholars and IntemationaI Visitors, 
... """"'9'" most __ diplo-

macy pn:lgI'8mS, and a means for buIdIng 
pefSOIiml and institutional relationships that 
.-,,'lance mutual understanding. 

To be competItiYe In East Asia, more 
Amefic:ans __ ... _01 

the region and understand the nuances of 
Asian cultures. While mora than 40,000 
Chinese .... " .000 Japanese _ ..... 
U.S .• less than 1.000 Americons_1n 
CNna _1,400 .. Japan. ~ 01 
exchange prognIIII8 wiA Increase the number 

01 __ - __ " East 
A:Aa am of AsIans COfring to the UnIied -.... 

Student 0utrMch. There are some 
200,000 students from the region at Ameft.. 
can universities. The great majority are hera 
ooder privaIe 81 !$picaS, and are a plus for 
the American 8COIQlny. campus and cammunIIy--..-..... 
SIuC£anCs wflh a deeper appreciation of 
American institutions and cuflure. which 
c:ompIemen1s their classroom learning. 
These progI8mS should be increased. 

0Ih0r 00.,_. Many __ 

lions are Involved in East AsIa, among them 
the U.S. Agency for InIem8tionaI Develop-
__ ... Asia Foundation, ... National 
Endowment tor Democracy. and the 
SmithsonIan Institution. Of special relevance 
Is the £asl..W88I: Center, which receives 
USIA ftnfing and where a career of'ficef is 
assigned as dpIomat-in-residence. Wash_--_shouIdoonsutt _ _ """'_10 __ 
... for joint progmmrn01g _10 avoid -A_da-..couId,,-
the means to share information about what 
these organizations and USIA are doing in 
East AsIa. The Agency_..._ ... _10 lis pilot """"""", - . 

Cow ....... , with 0efenN. The role 
of the U.s. miIilary abroad is challging In the 
posI-CoId War world. More and more, ___ UN peace-

keeping, disaster ,aiel, cMJ.roiIMary rae.. 
liOns, and 0Iher activItias with a Sigulflcant 
pubUc aftaks ~ Incteased coon:&
nation betweet. USIA and the Department of 
Defense is essential - in Washington, at the 
U.S. PacIfic Command, and at U.S. missions 
- - _ ... heIp......." ... _. 
awareness of the In1*t of pu* opinion ---The cooant Memorandum of Under· 
st .... ..,""''''~'''1g on joint programmh 19 bebteen DOD 
and USIA was S9*t in 1983. The8QI88m8l t 
is __ 10 _ ... da1gIng limos. 

The COmmIsoian wgos Ifill be done quIddy. 

"'" 'ifF --'. economy 

"""' -Unlted_t _ 

-"-



FIIIId ~ lha Cu.I. lotio ... 

nMXI.I •• " lucra la a Ii fwdng for .·tboob 
and book h •• allous. -stuJy ate. U.S.
projects. speaker PCogl •• I81hat aend Ameri
can upert8 10 Asia 10 meet will c:ouuI8lpar1s. 
and erMiOlI.MllIlal protectirx. efIorta. These 
and 0Ihef field progI'" have proven ...... In 
EaotAsla. 

USIA's.,..,. servicM in Asia. are ~ 
eftec:lhre in eornrruW:aIing demoaalic vakJes 
and II donnaIton about Ihe UnIIed States. 
11'1* rokt as ledn:IIogicely advanced 
.8IenN1ce ce:ntera will c::or'f1Uer-baled dala 
__ bo .. ,,,._ 

In AsIa .. ala awtlel'll, ther3 Is keen 
,.,.,... in IeeminC EngIah. 1M predoriWlanl 
lar9JIIU8: at .............. OOi.WTo8ice and 
_ . USIA'sEnglloh_OO_ ...-... ......-_-hoIp
~ Ui"'illaldllg d the lk*i:I Statas. 

Ado. Although television Is i1creas
IngIy the medum at chok:e in Asia, ahortwa¥e 
and AlNFM radio nmain vial to U.S. inlier· 
ests. U.s. bi~ ·-10 Asian counbies 
denied free mecia. should be eManced. New 
and replacement tra •• iIIers are needed to 
~.iI8e a deh8ry .~~ If'*) the 21st 

""""'Y. 

Technology. USiA's pcogranrilg 
muet keep pace with new illfonnatiorj I8ch
noIogies ReId use of computer systems has 

""' .... gIwn --....... -lechj:;al support. OWl _.1188 i'8CeIve 
VOA and Worktnet bil)8& t. and IhouId be 
pu_""As/an __ .......... Iy. 

stII do not have Ihem. 

T_-~"'''-.... ,,.. should be 
instaIed aI selected Asian posts for teIec:I» 
fer8ncIng. whIc:h woUd be useful to other 
anlbassy ...... IIS and c:oukI serve as 
modais for USIA posts alii where. The 
Comi.1ission supports eftort8 to achIeYe C08I ---CCJn1)I : ! f Clill8chllObgias. 

~- ... -~ of Ile new wortd of I:nIeroon---...-.. - """"""",,---.----....... --
BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

FUDdlDg 

America's bMI smal1m8llmerlC. ~ ___ .. Eaot __ ... _ 

10day is pOOle dIpklmacy. 
ConOnuOog......,.... .. USIA's"" 

.......... ----......,. tecIed by COIIgII.'I~ ear· 
marks and dei •• hiJd appiopiatioclS - hwe __ ... _or 
what Is really the heart of pubk diplomacy. 
Since 1985, USlA's opeIations In East Asia 
have been CIA an average of 12 poaIIioiI8 
and. miIion doIIn......ally. This cannot 
continue. 

To "l8idain core pcograms and flnI 
sela c1eIj ..... lC6II'I8IitS ... Comn I a I ' Cli' 

reoommends redinK:tioI. of assets in Ihe _and ___ . 

Within 1he USIA budget. adiItionaIlUi'w:Ia 
C(Jljd be aIIain8d tI'm:It9I tet'llil8tiol, of TV 
Marti. which is not cost-effective. Asia's """"""'" _ may""" _ buI 
necessery redistribution of assets frcm USIA .. __ ........... _ 

funds could be obtained from cancelation of 

the Israel shortwaw bal •• " prntect. 

Hlgb Lev.1 U.S. Effort 

Pubic diplomacy In East Asia shcUd be 
a cenIraI OOI.ipOIl8I It of a national strategy to 
promote vttaIlong-tenn U.S. security and 
economic .ileiest8 in this dynamic region. 
To provide the coherence and high level 
commitment national needs 1'lIQUb. dIr8cUon 
should be sal by the President working with 
Coognoss. 

USIA's pograms can make a differ· 
ence. The CommIaalou Is convinced they 
are a wise inYestment in 1he nation's eco"""*' po_ and .................. The 

s&akes are Ngh. and the benefIIs to ~ 
cans from • coordinated public ciplomacy 
eftort in East AsIa and the Pacific are enor· 
II1OUf. That eftort should begin now. 


