
Minister of Transport, 
Infrastructure and Communities 

Ministre des Transports, 
de ('Infrastructure et des Collectivites 

Ottawa, Canada KM ON5 

2 9 2010 

FAX:(517) 335-6863 

Governor Jennifer M. Granholm 
Office of the Governor 

State of Michigan 
P.O. Box 30013 

Lansing, Michigan 48909 
U.S.A. 

Dear Governor: 

I am writing with respect to the Detroit River International Crossing 

(DRIC) project. 

As you know, since 2005, Transport Canada has been working 
diligently with its bi-national partners, the United States Federal Highways 
Administration, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) and the 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation, to complete the comprehensive environmental 
assessments for the DRIC. Those environmental assessments have now been 
completed and approved in both Canada and the United States. The partnership 
is now in a position to proceed with the implementation of the much-needed new 
bridge crossing that will connect Highway 401 in Windsor and Interstate-75 in 
Detroit, the busiest international trade corridor in the world. 

In keeping with the 2009 Michigan Budget language (PA 116, 
Section 384), I understand that the State Legislature intends to fully adopt or 
reject authorizing legislation for the DRIC project by June 1, 2010. I understand 
that MDOT will be responding to the requirements of the State Legislature by 
May 1, 2010, including proposals from the private sector expressing interest in a 
public-private partnership to construct the bridge, plaza, and related infrastructure 
as well as an investment grade traffic study for the project. 

Given the importance of this new crossing to the economic security 
and future prosperity of the United States and Canada, on behalf of the 
Government of Canada, I am pleased to inform you that Canada is prepared to 
increase its financial participation in the DRIC project. 

Canada  
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Upon the Michigan Legislature adopting all of the authorizing 
legislation for the implementation of the DRIC project, Canada, MDOT and a 
future private partner would have to enter into the requisite governance and 
financial agreements to implement the project. Through these agreements, which 
will be subject to the approval of the Government of Canada, Canada would be 
prepared to offer to increase its financial participation up to a maximum of 
US$550 million, for project components in Michigan that would not be funded by 
the public-private partnership or the United States Government. Amongst other 
terms to be negotiated to the satisfaction of both Canada and MDOT, Canada 
would expect repayment from the anticipated toll revenues to be derived from the 
operation of the new bridge. 

I would propose that you convey this intention from the Government 
of Canada to the State Legislature, should it be helpful to their decision-making 
related to the future of the DRIC project. 

I look forward to a positive outcome and to working with you and 
your officials on the implementation of this very important project. 

Sincerely, 

John Baird, P.C., M.P. 
20,156,140.1\060531-00070 
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DIRECTOR 

January 20, 2011 

Mr. Russell L. Jorgenson  
Federal Highway Administration  
315 W. Allegan, Room 301  
Lansing, Michigan 48933  

Dear Mr. Jorgenson: 

This letter is to confirm the agreement between the Michigan Department of Transportation and  
the Federal Highway Administration to allow the use of the Canadian funding pledge of $550  
million for the Detroit River International Crossing to be used as the non-federal share to match  
federal aid.  

These non-federal payments will in turn be programmatically used to match an appropriate  
amount of federally funded project costs incurred for that year. This will allow for a statewide  
program of project reimbursement with 100 percent federal funds.  

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Kirk T. Steudle 
Director 

LH-LAN-0 
(01/11) 
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Federal HiellwGY 
Ad1't'lln&tra!lon 

Michigan O!vb lon 315 w. Allegan Street. Room 201 
L3n$1ng, M1 48033 

517-377-1844 (offic<:) 
517-377-1804 (fax) 

Miehigan.FHWA@dot.gov 

Januruy 26, 2011 

In Reply Refer To: 
HAD-Ml 

Mr. l(jrk. T. Steudle 
St>te TrlnSpOrlalion Director (B450) 
Michigan Department ofTranspoiUitioo 
Lansing, Ml 48909 

Dear Mr. Stcudlc: 

v.,n l\Sk«t thl'lt ~ oo~tinn that the State ofMichisM lh.3.Y use fund~ donaled to lhe Stat•.:- as t.~e 
required Jon-Federal share fOr Federal·aid projects under Title 23 oflhe United Stlltes Code. We 
concur in that conclusion. 

In additim. we agree that the State of Michigan, wilb the appto~'oJ of the Secretary of 
Transporrotion, may develop a program of surface transpottntion projects for which the State will 
usc dotwed or State funds to meet the non·Federal share requirement for the approved statewide 
program. 

Plc:a..e nc.xe that we must funher work together to finalize u'le development and approval of a 
program ofprojoct.o;, as well as to reach an agreement as to the manner. timing. and other details 
related to how the State of M.ichiaan would meet tbc non-federal share requiremeots of an 
approved program. 

We look. :brward to corrtinujng to work with you to addreS! the imponant swface tranSpOrtation 
IICotb ufthc; Sw.c vrMi~bigpn. 

ZJIJL
Russell L.Jo~r 

A .. _ 
Divi:iion Administrator 

-~ 



US,Jk,Ptli WI 161 II 
d~on 

foOerol Highway 
.Admfnh:hofkln 

MJc:hlgM DiVision 315 W A!lega1 Slrcel, Room 201 
Lansing, Ml o4$9:l3 

517-377-184.4 {Office) 
517-377-1804 (Fax) 

March 8. 2011 

lo Reply Rt::fc::r To: 
HAD·Ml 

Mr. Kit\: 1·. S:elld'h:, 
SUite Dit<:ClOr 

Mic!tig;;.n Ocp1111mcn1 ofTrnmportn1inn 
lansWg. Ml ·~8901 

Dear Mr. Stcudlc; 

In w.r pnwious letter, Vil-e COiliumcd thai the Sllltcof MicluJlln l'MY use.do:lcted fund& ~s the oou-Fedeml 
sbart for Fcrle::rnl-nld projects uoder Title: 2l Unhed Stmes Code. We atm confirmoclll111t lbe St:tle, wilh 
clle ~Prro'llll of the Secrdwy of'l'n.msportation, may deo.-elop e. prosnm of surfi\CO transpan.t~tiCln pr(rjocta 
and~ dmt1ted J11:1d Sltlt ft.tod$ to meet We llOrt·FcdcmJ .abate rcquiremeot for 1.bc t~pprov~d st.alo.wide 
prowam. We sht:s::.-·ed m ow-lc:U.tt the need ,., ~b agn:emcnl as to tbe IDIUU!Ia, timing. and other details 
related to I!Ow'lbc Stote of MldUg110 Wtlo)d tut::t:l the non·f~ .shnJC rcquiremc:m.s of an approved 
program. 

YtJur MP ?, 2011 leiter provides a good !rnmc:wo."k outlining rrumy c( tM: dctciis aocessruy for 
Fcdcnll·si:d pro.gt;U:.1 apytOYII !n'lder 23USCI33{e){2). As you indicated, MOOT mu~ cru..ure lbal ell 
E'edernl-2id reqolrcmeuu: be rut:! for :dJ Jli~CClll lmdtUiilkeD ;t$ iMit af~n :UUiui\1 S1l' J>rogrnm Approval 
iootud~ tllc.NITC. As~ by MDOT wooJd either bet!l'l'\\\lgh direcC MOOT ptogram tl:ud projcc:c 
dc:lh'Cl)' or throoJib MOOrs o~rtiglu resp...~bt1iry for lliJo-MOOT nd.rnfni!llercd project.:; O"L:t oo:flincd in 
2JUSCJ06(g)(4). Please ootc tbu ooJyrosiS eligible under Title 2J ~n.d related Federnl reqttircrnel~lt 1rmy 
b: w;ed bt calculating the: pmgram.matcfl rcquircme.ru. 

YOila!:ked tb:tl \W! ¢On.finn )'tlur uoden:lnndii'IJ ofMD01 ... rote iD c:osudttg !ippro\o'\11 to usc NffC project 
oonulbutiou:s us Slalc: WJSLc;b and MUO'l"'s OV'¢C's.i!:h' rt$p0nsibilities ror lhe NlTC aod ali projcel:s a.~ pan 
of a STP Pl(lv.tm apprl)vaL We oonev.r in youtUodmll.aoding ;wd coo<:lv3icos. 

We look forw:ud to wort:lna wilh you 2nd your lltaff 10 :tddre<a the ma.ny d:!tan~ tiUtl wur 1111~ as dlis 
.annunl S'TP Progmm Approve.! ~s developed. 

Russc:!l L. Jorgenson 
Djvision Administrator 





:.'r.u-c Ufi'UI;·~ 
DEPAATMEHT OF TRANSPORTATION 

L4JIII~G 

tclltK --T, 1111.0.1 

Mar~h S, 2011 

Mr. Ruscll J ... Jorgen$00 
llllv!Sion Admiru~ra!OI' 
Fedenl lll.ef'lway Admi.nistradon 
J IS Welt Alkga:t Street 
U:u~a. Micllis;an 4893) 

O...Mo.J_,: 

nuJc )Oil for ~ wdb • to ddewt how C!Cfttrllutl.Gcll br lbc New .l:nlctmt:ica! TJ2& Croa.J 
()m'C) p-ojc<t ""'ld ~ wilh - - ............. of • ...,.,. fed<ni.UI ......... 
lfPP'O'I'&. Jb:: de dc;cw .-·a of •• ~ W1ll *'* o.c ld:ltb~pm .oq.: ...._, otn....,._ ....... 
(MD01) iA .... lmlcnbo& l!le iripway ....S IOd lriiF ........ w!Uoh ....W DOl 
k) au..~ k.m:tc sbonfaDs. We apprcciaeo )'OW wilbqncN to lltllze aa imlonli-.e selutioc10 

be......,... 
~ ~ 

,..olomi»'~aSnrfao:<'fnNponJIIOO..._,.(STY.I'lopamApp-ooal. 

7bc w_, ... u. ~ cu ~ll:ldil'll or how a P'Oif'lmmabc ohlipt..oG or Federal STP fi.tn.ds. inel\14jq 
IliA: NITC project, ... ld be imP""""ed. 
The ST1' Program Appro...-.1 wlll be (or a specil'io .el ot llate pojects, toc:ludil'8 ttle N!TC project. lilted 
by ti~~t:olyesr iD lhe S!ale Trantpo•talion lmprovc:mtfll ~am(STJP) llJ one Fede.al-aid progrtm. The 
STI' 1\'(lirl!n Approval will be annu111ly aulhorizccflablipted a11 a Fcck: ... t-aid program with the tct of 
projc:oll rcflcoled on the S'l.lP in the )'ear or rh•nncd obUgatioo. 

In order lo rtoeiw: F«<ttal fund&, we undmh.M MOOT•• overqbt rct~pcmllibililiea.anc.t <.lbhgalian Cor lliC 
Nrrc prl)jcct arc lhc: umc: u with 1111 t'bdctll .. ld projects. Spc:ci rK'llllly, tho NITC and aU projtx;:hs in lho 
S'I"P Proar"am Approval wiJI l'ollD"t all F'cdc:l-ll·tid Rtulat;cx.. proces~s. land prootdurea: in order lo 
rc«t¥C fWen1 matchi:!lt credit few ncm-fWeral Cllt)eftdilurt"S (.e. Cll:nadian o.- priVlliiC fUnd dooa!intu). 
Thr: folbwing are &eme of the: FcxJc.-.. 1 ~uilemcJU ~t ..-e appHcablo 10 all Federal-aid biJhwtY 
projcctJ: 

• The Air Ac::t of 1910 tmd ., i• 1990 
'l"hcc::lc:e:ft wuu Moft9n wu~••m 
'llle~bcda ~ Poltty Ad {m-l'A) oliM ..S oebcreaYiroAmt:J~ul hws aid 

,....,.... ......... 
Mojor l'nlj«t ~ 
The Ucifon:llltelocaboc A.l.u.e-c and Real ~ Aoqloli..Woa. Ad of 1970 
Tbe CMI Rlgbrs Act of l964 and other ClV'IIIti&flts tan tad requin::mcots. indudU~& the 
~ s.su-P.nl<rpria<(DBil) .....,_ 

Tbe Divis S.COII Ac:t a:o.d other l:tbor la~h:mem 
Tbc Co1m10n Ruk (49 CFR 18) with tafCCt 10 procwmtnl 
The Broob Ad (QviihtJC*Iion Bated Selection or P.f\lPlla:r 1nd Atcllitccts) 



Mr. Rt:Nelf 1.. J(n'8eoi;On 
l'age1wu 
Mtteh8, 201 I 

Requimr.ent Federal contract provisions (FHWA 1213) 
CAmpecitiV¢ bidding requimne~u 
Ru)' A •ncrica 
Tile Statewick: tsnd Mellqlolitan plan.'ling provisiO!lS 
Mt!!ual on Uniform Traf& Control Device$ (MlJTCI)} 
l)ropcieuuy t>rodl)Cts 
Outdoor Adw:rtislr.g Control 
Fcdenl tand Trtnsfen; 
Sale ofF..xcess land 
Value Engir.teri.'lg 

It » our u.nderaemxiing lhnt in ord<:r lo receive approval to t:Se NITC ptoj<:C'I c:onrributions ns a stale 
match, MOOT must provide ovc:rllighl responsibilities for the NITC project comislent with !he 
MDOT,'f'('d«al Highway Administration (FHW A), P(()joct ApJnova) and Ovetslght Agrccrnen; dated 
Ma~h 10. 2004, including subtie.:qucut updale$. Furth«, MOOT mtlSI enswe tbot an odminimtiVl;, 
f~nsne11J;snd contracl.ina proeesses are !s1 pl:k:e in ordct to f:C:tlte federal fund$. Tn the event that 1be 
NITC a!ltbority is miling direct projccc expenditutCS, MDOT llllst ensure an adoqua:e finaooial s~tem is 
itl pla<:t lo :;upport feder.tl billings. MOOT musl al.so C:l'lstr<: thnt aU procurement prOC:CSK$ tlre in 
aeeord200e with P<:dcral regulatior~ 

Plens<Honf~rm our undc:SI!anding 3!ld :!£1<:1:1ncl'll. lf)'Ot.l haw: aty questiont, plcalJe cool.3et me 01 M;-ron 
Frien;on, Bweau Direclor, Filanceanc.l Adminimatioo,o.t (517)373-2117. 

Sinoerdy, 

E--17~£ 
KiticT.~'tc:OOle 
O~t<r 



Minister of Transport, 
Infrastructure and Communities  

Ministre des Transports,  
de ('Infrastructure et des Collectivitês 

Ottawa, Canada KM ON5 MAR 2 5 2011 

FAX: (517) 335
6863 

Governor Rick Snyder 
Office of the Governor 
State of Michigan 

P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
U.S.A. 

Dear Governor: 

I am writing to reaffirm the Government of Canada's offer to 
increase its financial participation in the Detroit River International Crossing 
project up to US$550 million as described in former Minister of Transport, 
Infrastructure and Communities, John Baird's April 29, 2010 letter. 

As noted in that letter, upon the Michigan Legislature adopting all of 
the authorizing legislation for the implementation of the DRIC project, Canada, 
Michigan and a future private partner would have to enter into the requisite 
governance and financial agreements to implement the project. Through these 
agreements, which will be subject to the approval of the Government of Canada, 
Canada would be prepared to increase its financial participation up to a maximum 
of US$550 million, for project components in Michigan that would not be funded by 
the public-private partnership or the United States Government. Amongst other 
terms to be negotiated to the satisfaction of both Canada and Michigan, Canada 
would expect repayment from the anticipated toll revenues to be derived from the 
operation of the new bridge. 

I look forward to a positive decision on this project from the 
Michigan Legislature and to working with you and your officials on the 
implementation of this very important project. 

Sincerely, 

Chuck Strahl, P.C., M.P. 



03-0386 (0602-01) 

20,156,124.1\060531-00070 

Canada 



THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON DC 20590 

June 14, 2011 

The Honorable Mike Kowall 
Chairman, Committee on Economic Development 
Michigan State Senate 
Post Office Box 30036 
Lansing, MI 48909-7536 

Dear Chairman Kowall: 

As you consider legislation to create a governmental authority that could facilitate the 
development of the New International Trade Crossing in the Detroit Windsor Corridor, I write to 
provide the view of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) on this critical project. 

Since taking office, President Obama has made creating jobs and ensuring sustainable economic 
growth a top priority. This Admirllstration recognizes that a critical component of stimulating 
economic growth in the United States is ensuring that U.S. businesses can actively compete in 
the global markets by increasing their exports of goods, services, and agricultural products. 
Improved export performance will, in turn, create good high-paying jobs. To help us reach these 
goals, the President established the National Export Ini~iative and the Export Promotion Cabinet, 
of which I am a member. ' 

Ensuring that the United States has the robust transportation infrastructure necessary to 
accommodate projected increases in America' s exports resulting from the National Export 
Initiative is a key role for my Department in partnersh.ip with the States. As such, DOT 
recognizes the need to upgrade the border crossing in the Detroit Windsor Corridor. 

Currently, the Detroit Windsor Corridor carries 24 percent ofthe United States' trade with 
Canada, our largest trading partner. For the next two decades, this Corridor will continue to be 
the busiest land commercial international crossing in North America. During that period, annual 
trade is expected to double from the currerit annual trade levels of $500 billion. We believe the 
New International Trade Crossing will be needed to provide the additional traffic lanes necessary 
to meet this growing demand. 

Passage of the legislation under consideration today is the next step in bringing tl1ese additional 
publicly-owned lanes and the New International Trade Crossing to fruition. This bi-national 
project will result rna border system solution for the United States and Canada, creating a 
freeway-to-freeway connection from Michigan to Ontario, modern and efficient border 
inspection facilities in both countries, and a new international crossing over the Detroit River. 
This will provide an additional border crossing option to ensure the safe, efficient, and secure 
movement of people and goods across the U.S.-Canadian border to support the long-term growth 
of the economies of Michigan, Ontario, as well as throughout Canada and the United States. 



Pagc2 
The Honorable Mike .K8wall 

Canada has also shown its strong commiLrnent to this important project and our partnership by 
agreeing to provide SS50 million in funding. My Department will allow this fut~din& to \l:l(; usr:d 
Hs m~tching fi.lnds for eiigjble Federal~aid highway 'vork ollCC the Stale accepts it 

1 commend your leadership and the leadc:r~hip of this Committee for bolding lle.arings on SR 410 
;cind SB 41 1 ~ and th.e [cad.ersbip of Governor Snyder fuT supporting this lcgis[ation. The 
de,.•elup~ent oftbc N~w lntcrnational Tn;de Cro~ing1s lltllmpor~t next st ~p in ooth ensuring 
the contumed pm~penry of yuur Stille and th: Nat!l9ijand supportt.n~ trd.de w1t.h our lars,est 
trading partner. 1 am committed to continuing rot'~uTk with Oovemo~yder. the M ichigan 
Lt::glsfaturt, and Canada to implement this crud at project. / } ' II 
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