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MFA/110/8/10/2

NOTE NO: ¥ > /2009

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Seychelles presents its
compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America in Port Louis
and has the henour to refer to the Ministry's Note 55/2009 ot 2289 July
2009 and the Embassy’s Note SE 60-2009 dated 23 July 2009 regarding
the “Status of Forces Protection Agreement between the Governments
of the United States of America and the Republic of Seychelles” (the
Agreement).

The Ministy wishes to clarify that its Note of 2254 July 2009 was meant 1o
informm the Embassy about the provisional application of the Agreement by
Seychelles, since by then Seychelles had not completed the internal
procedures necessary to bring the Agreement into force. The Ministry
thercfore has the honour to inform: Embassy that this Note coustitutes the
notification as envisaged by Article 15 of the Agreement.

Further. the Ministry would like tu draw the Embassy’s kind attention to
the last part of the Agreement providing for signature of both Partics at
Victoria and Washingion, respectively. As the Agreemncnt has been
concluded this paragraph may not now have operational value. The
Ministry therefore proposes that this part of the Agreement may be
considered as omitted.

‘The Minisury of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Seychelles avaiis tisell of
this opportunity to renew to the Embassy of the United States of Amenca
in Port Louis the assurances of its highest consideration.

VICTORIA

9™ SEPTEMBER 2009 e
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MFA/110/8/10/2
NOTE NO: 55 /2009

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republi
e to t : a public of Seychelles prese .
compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America irl,) Ir_"'&r,tn[t;s its
a?d‘;’}afs t,(l;(:l h;mou; to refer to the latter’s Diplomatic Note b’l’o 98089 Z%l:)lg
() 5 thh ] C «.O )CI‘ ’”~ 008 C()n(‘erning the 4 . Vo 4 W And :
: he proposed *
Protection Agreement between the Governmep nts of St:::t!;;t':{d Sorces
of America and the Republic of Seychelles” (SOFA) 1 States

The Ministry would like to confirm th i

. Sy W . : ‘hrough this Note ths :
agreement detculc?‘d in the Embassy’s above-referred Not: g;;t8 (;tg'o dr({ft
approved by the Seychelles Government and is active as soon as rec o8 s
confirmed by the Embassy. CHVE A8 soon as receipt is

The Ministry looks forward to the additi i

'} a additional implementing arr:
q‘x.}s];cus:sc((ii’/:)r); ’r;he t\yo parties_ during the recent visit of Mrs if\/;;g?dg {;;;}e"ms
C argé d’A aires in the US Embassy in Port Louis, and v fe red © in
Article 12 of the Agreement. o reiered to In

1tn t{mr?'(-mg t,hti ‘If,'mha.s.sy' of the United States of America in Port Louis for
i F ‘:Ontmltlmég i:f’fipf«.mllon, thf; Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the l’J\’c Shl('”‘
of Seyc! 1elles avails itself of this opportunity to renew to it the : p e
of its highest consideration. ) W o I e assurances

VICTORIA
22N JULY 2009
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JOHN KENNEDY STREET

PORT LOUIS
REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS




-,

No. 817 89-2008

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its compliments
1o the Mintstry of Foreign Attairs ol the Republie of Sevehelles and has the honor (o
submit to the Goyernment of Sexéhelies the Jatest version of the Status of Forees
Protection Agreement (SOFA). as approved by the United States Government,

Various ULS. agencies reviewed the document with a goal to make the
agreement more mutually beneficial. The changes made are bused on expert opinion
and a ong history of similar agreements with other nations, The United States
Government looks torward to concluding this standard practice negotiation and
signing the SOFA agreement with the Government of Sevehelles. so we can
continue and increase the amount of mutually beneticial military -to - milicey
programs we have with the Government of Seyvchelles.

The Fmbassy of the United States of America avails itselt of this
opportunity o renew to the Ministry of Forcign Aftais of the Republic of

Seychelles the assurances afits highest consideration,

Fonbussy ol the T asted Stutes of America,

Port T o, Ociober 27, 2008,

Poch: Roviewod SOFA dovcument,
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Status of Forces Protection Agreement between the
Governments of the United States of America and the
Republic of Seychelles

I'he Government of the United States of America. hereinalter referred 1o as
“the United States.” and the Government of the Republic of Seychelles,
hercinafter referred as "Sevchelles,” both hereinafter referred as the "Parties™;

CONSIDERING the historically friendly relations and continued cooperation that
exist between the two-parties:

AWARE that the independence and sovereignty of the United States and
Seychelles are matters of the highest importance;

WISHING to turther their cooperation on the achievement of their bilateral
interests. regional peace and security. and humanitarian undertakings:

HAVING IN MIND the need to regulate the terms that will govern the
presence of the United States military personnel in Seychelles to ensure their
safeguard and to delimitate their responsibilities in case of infractions: and,

REAFFIRMING that the principles of mutual respect, friendship. good faith.
partnership, and cooperation will guide the implementation of this agréement:

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE 1
This agreement applies to:

a) the United States military and civilian personnel, defined as members of
the Uinited States Armed Forces and civilian employees of the United
States Department of Defense. hereafter referred to collectively as
Uinited States personndd, and

by United States contractors. defined ay non-Republic of Sexchelles
companies and their employees who are not nationals of the Repubiic
of Sevehelles, under contract to the United States Department of
Doetense.

who mary be temporarily present in the Republic of Seychelles i connection
with mutually agreed ship visits, excrcises, bumanitarian activities, and
other mutually agrced activities.



ARTICLE 2

During their stay in the territory of Seychelles. United States personnel and
United States contractors shall respect the laws and regulations in foree in
Seychelles

ARTICLE 3

The lolloving regime shall be applicable to United States personnel who may be
temporarily present in the Republic of Seychelles in connection with mutually
agreed activities:

a)

b)

United States personnel shall be accorded a status equivalent to
that accorded 1o the administrative and technical staff of an embassy
under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of April 18. 1961

United States personnel may enter and exit the Republic of
Seychelles with United States identification and with collective
movement or individual travel orders;

The Republic of Seychelles shall accept as valid all professional
licenses issued by the United States. its political subdivisions. or States
thereof to United States personnel for the provision of services to
authorized personnel: '

The Republic of Seychelles authorities shall accept as valid, without a
driving test or fee, driving licenses or permits issued by the appropriate
United States authorities to United States personnel for the operation of
vehicles:

The United States personnel shall be authorized 1o wear uniforms. United
States personnel may carry arms in support of mutually agrecd
activities. if authorized to do so by their orders within the
compounds and other arcas where the mutually agreed activities take
place and while in transit between such compounds and areas,

ARTICLE 4

I'he Parties recognize the particulur importance of disciplinary control by

U nited States Arued Forees authorities oxer United States personnel. Therefore,
Sevchelies authorizes the United States to eaercise ceiminal jurisdiction over United
States personne! for offenses arising vut ol uetivities that ocvur in the Republic

ot Seyvehofbes,
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b)

)]

a)

h)

]
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ARTICLE 3
‘FThe Parties agree that United States personnel shall not be liable to pay
any tax or similar charge asscssed within the Republic of Sevehelles.

The United States Department of Detense and United States personnel
may import into. export out of. and use in the Republic of Seychelles
any personal property. equipment, supplies. material, technology.
training, or services in connection with activities under this Agreement.
Such importation, exportation. and use shall be exempt from any
inspection, license. other restrictions, customs duties, taxes. or any other
charges assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. Property
imported by United States personnel for their personal use or
consumption that is neither government owned or issued shall be
suhject to a standard customs declaration..

The Parties shall cooperate 10 take such measures as may be necessary
to ¢nsure the security and protection of United States personnel,
property. equipment, records, and official information in the Republic of
Seychelles.

ARTICLE 6

Vehicles operated by. or at the time exclusively for the United States
Depariment of Defense may, with respect for the traffic laws and
regulations in force in Seychelles, enter. exit. and move freely within
the territory of the Republic of Seychelies. and United States forces
authoritics shall not be subject to the payment of overland transit tolls for
such vehicles,

Vessels and aircraft owned or operated by, or at the time exclusively for
the United States Department of Defense may. upon reasonable
notification. enter, exit, and move freely within the territory of
Sevehelles and shall not be subject to the payment of fanding.
parking. or port fees, pilotage charges. or highterage and harbour
dues at theilities owned and operated by Sevchelles,

Adrcrall owned and operated by, or at the time exclasivelys tor the
United States Department of Defense in Seychelles shall not be subject
to payment ol navigation. overflight. terminal, or similar charges when
in the weritory ot the Republic of Sevehelles.

Vessels and aireratt owned or operated by or at the time eXclusively for

the United States Departiment of Détense in Sexchelles, shall be free from
Boarding and nspection.

ARTIVLE T
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a)

b)

a)

b)

d)

The Parties agree that the United States Department of Defense may
contract for any materials. supplies. equipment, and services, including
construction. to be furnished or undertaken in Seychelles without
restriction as 1o choice of services. Such contracts shall be solicited,
awarded. and administered in accordance with the laws and regulations
of the United States.

Acquisition of articles and services in Seychelles by or on behalf of the
United States Department of Defense in connection with mutually
agreed activities under this Agreement shall not be subject to any
taxes or similar charges in the Republic of Seychelles.

ARTICLE 8

‘The Parties agree that United States contractors shall not be liable to pay any
tax or similar charge assessed within the Republic of Seychelles in
connection with mutually agreed activities under this Agreement.

Such contractors may import into, export out of, and use in the Republic
of Seychelles any personal property. equipment, supplics, materials,
technology, training. or services in fulfillment of contracts with the
United States Department of Defense in connection with mutually agreed
activities under this Agreement,

Such importation, exportation. and use shall be exempt from any license and
any other similar restriction. customs, duties. taxes. or any other
charges assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. Property imported
by United States contractors for their personal use or consumption
that is neither government owned or issued shall be subject to a
standard customs declaration. Other importation, exportation. and use not
connected to mutually agreed activities shall not be exempted.

United States contractors shall be granted the same treatment as United
States personned with respect to professional and drivers' licenses. .

ARTICLE 9

U nited States persunned shall have freedom ol movement and ccess w and use
of mutually apreed transportation, storage. training, and other tacilities required
in connection with activitivs under this Agreement.
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ARTICLIC 10

The United Srares Armed Forees mav use the radio specirum in
compliance with procedures for authorization of use in force in

SL!}'C]}L?HC.\‘.

The United Stares Deparmment of Defense shall be allowed o operare s
own telecommunicanon sestems, as telecommunication is defined i che
1992 Constirurion and Convention of the Internartional
Telecommunication Unton. This shall include the righe o unlize such
mceans and scrvices as required o ensure full ability to operate
relecommunication svstems, and the righr to use all necessare radio
spretrum for this purpose, subjeet 1o use of frequencies specified by Sevehelles'
relecommunications authoriges,

Use of the radio speetrum shall be free of cost 1o the United States
Department of Defense.

ARTICLI 1]

The Partes waive anyv and all claims, orther than contracrual claims,
against vach other for damage 1o or logs or destruction of the other's
property or injury or dearh of United States personnel or Sevchelles'
armed forces personnel arising our of the performance of their official
dutics in conncedon with murually agreed adoivites under this
aprecment. .

{‘or claims not excluded under paragraph a) of this Article, the
United Strtes shall pay just and reasonable compensation in
settlement of menrorioas third party claims arising out of acts or
omissions of United Srates personnel done in the performance of
their official duties and incident to the non-combar acrivities of the
Unired Stares forces, The United States may also, at its sole
dixcrenon, sertle meritorious third party claims notarising tfrom the
performance of otficial dutics. Such claims shall be expeditiously
processed and scerdded by Unired Srares forees aurhonoes in

aveordance with the laws und regulanions of the United Stares,



]

Wirhout prejudice o paragraphs o) and b} of this Article, bnth
Partics underruke o avoid, in the course of murually agreéd activites
under this Agreement, damage to rhe envirotnerit, the cconomy, and
the popalunion of Sevehelles.

ARTICLE 12

The Parves or rheir destgnared representatons may enter into mplementing
arrangements o carey our the provisions of this Agreement.

ARTICLE 13

Any dispute between the Parties that arnses regarding the interpretation or
applicanon ot this Agreement shall be resolved ar the lowest comperent level
through consulranion beotween the Parties and shall nor be referred to any
national or mternatdanal court, ribunal, or other similar body, or any thied
party for setelement.

-ARTICLE 14

This Agreement may be terminared by cither Party by writien notice. The
termination will have effect six months after noafication of termination is
received by the other party.

ARTICLE 15

This Ngreement shall enter into force upon the date Sevchelles nonfies
the Unired Stares in writing through diplomane channcels rharall of irs
interal procedures necessary 1o bring this Agreement into force have

Been sattsfied.

Done i duplicare and signed in Vicrtorn, on the daviol
2008 wod in Washingron DO om the o dav of
2008
Foy the Gosernment of the For the Government of the

U'nited States of America Republiv of Sevehelles
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