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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is an authoritarian state in which the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) constitutionally is the paramount authority. CCP
members hold almost all top government and security apparatus positions.

Ultimate authority rests with the 25-member Political Bureau (Politburo) of the
CCP and its seven-member Standing Committee. Xi Jinping holds two of the three
most powerful positions as CCP general secretary and chairman of the Central
Military Commission; during the March 2013 meeting of the National People’s
Congress (NPC), Xi was expected to assume the third key position by becoming
president of the PRC. Civilian authorities generally maintained effective control of
the military and internal security forces.

Repression and coercion, particularly against organizations and individuals
involved in rights advocacy and public interest issues, were routine. Individuals
and groups seen as politically sensitive by authorities continued to face tight
restrictions on their freedom to assemble, practice religion, and travel. Efforts to
silence and intimidate political activists and public interest lawyers continued to
increase. Authorities resorted to extralegal measures such as enforced
disappearance, “soft detention,” and strict house arrest, including house arrest of
family members, to prevent the public voicing of independent opinions. Public
interest law firms that took on sensitive cases continued to face harassment,
disbarment of legal staff, and closure. There was severe official repression of the
freedoms of speech, religion, association, and harsh restrictions on the movement
of ethnic Uighurs in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUAR) and of
ethnic Tibetans in the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) and other Tibetan areas.
Abuses peaked around high-profile events, such as the visit of foreign officials,
sensitive anniversaries, and in the period leading up to the meeting of the 18th
Party Congress in November.

As in previous years, citizens did not have the right to change their government,
and citizens had limited forms of redress against the government. Other human
rights problems during the year included: extrajudicial killings, including
executions without due process; enforced disappearance and incommunicado
detention, including prolonged illegal detentions at unofficial holding facilities
known as “black jails”; torture and coerced confessions of prisoners; detention and
harassment of lawyers, journalists, writers, dissidents, petitioners, and others who
sought to exercise peacefully their rights under the law; a lack of due process in
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judicial proceedings; political control of courts and judges; closed trials; the use of
administrative detention; restrictions on freedom to assemble, practice religion, and
travel; failure to protect refugees and asylum seekers; pressure on other countries
to forcibly return PRC citizens to China; intense scrutiny of and restrictions on
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs); discrimination against women,
minorities, and persons with disabilities; a coercive birth-limitation policy that in
some cases resulted in forced abortion (sometimes at advanced stages of
pregnancy) or forced sterilization; trafficking in persons; prohibitions on
independent unions and a lack of protection for workers’ right to strike; and the use
of forced labor, including prison labor. Corruption remained widespread.

Authorities prosecuted a number of abuses of power, particularly with regard to
corruption. However, the internal disciplinary procedures of the CCP were opaque
and only selectively applied to senior officials.

Section 1. Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom from:
a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life

During the year security forces reportedly committed arbitrary or unlawful killings
(see Tibet annex). In many instances few or no details were available.

According to a Radio Free Asia (RFA) report, an 11-year-old ethnic Uighur boy
named Mirzahid died after being taken into police custody on May 20 for attending
an unregistered Islamic school. While official reports claimed he died due to
beatings by his religious teacher, overseas rights groups alleged police tortured him
to death.

It was not clear to what extent impunity was a problem. Following cases of police
Killings there often was an announcement that an investigation was to be
conducted. However, it was not clear whether there were any findings of police
malfeasance or any cases in which police were disciplined.

There were conflicting accounts of a February 28 clash in Yecheng, XUAR, in
which knife-wielding assailants killed 13 pedestrians and injured many others.
According to an official news report, during an exchange of gunfire with the
attackers, police killed seven Uighur men and captured one. Overseas groups
claimed that the attack was spurred by Uighur anger over the migration of ethnic
Han to the area and targeted security personnel. While official reports did not
specify the ethnicity of the attackers or victims, an exile group claimed that 10

Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2012
United States Department of State « Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor



CHINA (INCLUDES TIBET, HONG KONG, AND MACAU) 3
Uighurs, seven police officers, and five others were killed in the incident. RFA
separately reported that Uighurs had killed three ethnic Han and that police killed
12 young Uighurs.

While the government did not report official statistics regarding deaths in custody,
some cases garnered media coverage.

On June 19, a Nigerian man died while in custody at a Guangzhou police station in
connection with his involvement in a fight over a disputed motorbike fare. The
Guangzhou Public Security Bureau published a statement on its Web site claiming
that, after police apprehended the man, he later “passed out,” and a rescue team
was unable to resuscitate him. The official Xinhua News Agency announced that
officials launched an investigation into the death, but authorities never publicly
released findings.

On November 6, Zhang Yaodong, a petitioner from Henan Province, died after
“black security guards” (agents employed unofficially or indirectly by local and
provincial authorities to prevent persons from their jurisdictions from petitioning
central authorities in Beijing about a variety of grievances) beat him to death in a
van returning him home from Beijing. Beijing police restricted the medical
examination of Zhang’s body to an external one, which could not determine the
cause of death. Officials in Henan offered to pay compensation of 3.3 million
RMB ($530,000) to the family if it conceded that Zhang had died of disease and
agreed not to seek further compensation or petition the central government on the
matter.

Defendants in criminal proceedings were executed following convictions that
lacked due process and adequate channels for appeal.

b. Disappearance

In May Beijing public security officials detained Song Ze for disturbing public
order after he aided petitioners and transported Chen Kegui’s wife (Chen Kegui is
the nephew of blind activist Chen Guangcheng, see section 1.e.) to Beijing to avoid
abuse by local government officials. Public security officials subsequently
transferred Song to residential surveillance at an unknown location. At year’s end
Song’s whereabouts remained unknown.

At year’s end the government had not provided a comprehensive, credible
accounting of all those killed, missing, or detained in connection with the violent
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suppression of the 1989 Tiananmen demonstrations. In May the Duihua
Foundation, an international human rights NGO, estimated that fewer than a dozen
remained in prison, although other estimates were higher. Many activists who
were involved in the demonstrations continued to suffer from official harassment.

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

The law prohibits the physical abuse of detainees and forbids prison guards from
extracting confessions by torture, insulting prisoners’ dignity, and beating or
encouraging others to beat prisoners. In March the NPC enacted amendments to
the criminal procedure law that exclude evidence, including confessions, obtained
through illegal means, including under torture in certain categories of criminal
cases. The amendments were scheduled to go into effect on January 1, 2013.

Numerous former prisoners and detainees reported that they were beaten, subjected
to electric shock, forced to sit on stools for hours on end, deprived of sleep, and
otherwise subjected to physical and psychological abuse. Although ordinary
prisoners were subjects of abuse, political and religious dissidents were singled out
for particularly harsh treatment. In some instances close relatives of dissidents also
were singled out for abuse.

Following fall from power of Chongqging Party Secretary and Politburo member Bo
Xilai, defense lawyer Li Zhuang, who ran afoul of the Bo-led Chongging City
leadership in 2009, recounted being strapped into a “tiger seat,” a device that
immobilizes the subject in an upright position, for three days and three nights
during his interrogation. According to Li, other persons were interrogated in tiger
seats for even longer periods, and at least one person was suspended by handcuffs
from the ceiling with his feet barely touching a table. Li was subsequently
convicted on a charge of having persuaded one of his clients to claim falsely he
had been tortured.

In April police detained three Guangzhou-based residents charged with illegal
assembly for staging a demonstration calling on officials to disclose publicly their
financial assets (see section 4). Authorities reportedly prevented one of the
detainees, activist Xiao Yong, from sleeping for up to five days, causing multiple
medical complications. Xiao was later remanded to two years of reeducation
through labor (RTL) in Shaoyang, Hunan Province.
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On June 6, an explosion injured 12 students during a police raid at an Islamic
school located in a residential building in Hotan, XUAR. According to overseas
human rights groups, the explosion resulted when tear gas used by police during
the raid of the school combusted. According to a report in the official press,
“suspects” at the “illegal Koran teaching camp” started a fire with explosives,
causing injuries to 12 students and three police officers.

On June 20, activist Hu Jia was beaten as he was leaving his Beijing apartment by
men he identified as state security personnel.

In August, Beijing police arrested a group of activists trying to submit an
application for information about the formulation of China’s second National
Human Rights Action Plan. Peng Lanlan of Hunan Province was charged with
obstructing official business and was tortured by being bound to a tiger seat.

There were widespread reports of activists and petitioners being committed to
mental health facilities and involuntarily subjected to psychiatric treatment for
political reasons. According to Legal Daily, the Ministry of Public Security
directly administered 24 high-security psychiatric hospitals for the criminally
insane (also known as ankang facilities). From 1998 to May 2010, more than
40,000 persons were committed to ankang hospitals. In 2010 an official of the
Ministry of Public Security stated in a media interview that detention in ankang
facilities was not appropriate for patients who did not demonstrate criminal
behavior. However, political activists, underground religious believers, persons
who repeatedly petitioned the government, members of the banned Chinese
Democracy Party (CDP), and Falun Gong practitioners were among those housed
with mentally ill patients in these institutions.

In October the government passed legislation banning involuntary mental health
examinations and inpatient treatment except in cases in which patients express an
intent to harm themselves or others. However, critics maintained that the law still
does not provide meaningful legal protections for persons sent to psychiatric
facilities. The March amendments to the criminal procedure law require
procuratorate review and a court decision for the psychiatric commitment of
persons who have committed serious offenses but are exempt from criminal
responsibility under the law. The amendments, scheduled to go into effect in
January 2013, include a provision for appealing compulsory medical treatment
decisions. Implementing regulations will affect how the amendments are carried
out in practice.
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According to a human rights NGO, officials from Xiangxiang City, Hunan
Province, seized Gu Xianghong in July while she was petitioning in front of a
foreign embassy and forcibly committed her to Kangning Psychiatric Hospital in
Xiangxiang. Gu has reportedly been sent to psychiatric hospitals 10 times since
1999 in retaliation for her petitioning against family planning policies and her
mother’s forced eviction from her home.

In March officials from Inner Mongolia forcibly committed Yang Yamei to
Hulunbuir Municipal Mental Health Center in Yakeshi City, Hulunbuir, Inner
Mongolia, after returning her from Beijing where she was petitioning. Officials
have subjected Yang to RTL and multiple detentions in psychiatric hospitals since
2004 for petitioning about economic grievances and her subsequent detentions.
Ankang doctors forced her to take drugs that ultimately aggravated her heart
disease and caused intense headaches.

Between April 11 and 13, petitioner Zhu Guigin from Fushun City, Liaoning
Province, was reportedly kidnapped, raped, and held in Beijing by unidentified
men hired by the Fushun government. She was then transported back to Fushun
where she was met by a local official and detained for three days. Zhu alleged that
she reported her case to the Fushun and Beijing police, who refused to investigate.

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Conditions in penal institutions for both political prisoners and criminal offenders
were generally harsh and often degrading.

Advocacy groups continued to report instances of organ harvesting from prisoners.
In March, Vice Minister of Health Huang Jiefu reportedly pledged to abolish
within three to five years the practice of taking human organs for transplant from
death row prisoners. In November, Ministry of Health official Wang Haibo
reportedly called the use of prisoner organs “unethical” and stated that the phasing
out of the country’s reliance on prisoners via a new donation system would begin
in early 2013.

Forced labor remained a serious problem in penal institutions. Many prisoners and
detainees in penal and RTL facilities were required to work, often with no
remuneration.

Physical Conditions: Prisoners and detainees were regularly held in overcrowded
conditions with poor sanitation. Food often was inadequate and of poor quality,
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and many detainees relied on supplemental food, medicines, and warm clothing
provided by relatives. Prisoners often reported sleeping on the floor because there
were no beds or bedding. Adequate, timely medical care for prisoners remained a
serious problem, despite official assurances that prisoners have the right to prompt
medical treatment.

Information on the prison population is not made public. In a report to the NPC
Standing Committee, the Minister of Justice stated that the country had 681 prisons
with 1.64 million inmates. The International Center for Prison Studies (ICPS)
reported that in 2009, in addition to sentenced prisoners, 650,000 persons were
held in detention centers and that estimates of pretrial detainees were between
100,000 and 260,000 persons. The ICPS reported that in mid-2010 female
prisoners made up approximately 5.1 percent of the prison population, and in 2005
juveniles made up 1.4 percent. The law requires juveniles be held separately from
adults, unless facilities are insufficient. In practice children were sometimes held
with adult prisoners and required to work. Political prisoners were held with the
general prison population and reported being beaten by other prisoners at the
instigation of guards. Some prominent dissidents were not allowed to receive
supplemental food, medicine, and warm clothing from relatives.

The law mandates that a prison shall be ventilated, allow for natural light, and be
clean and warm. The law further provides that a prison “shall set up medical,
living, and sanitary facilities and institute regulations on the life and sanitation of
prisoners.” It also states that the medical and health care of prisoners shall be put
into the public health and epidemic prevention program of the area in which the
prison is located. However, in many cases provisions for sanitation, ventilation,
heating, lighting, basic and emergency medical care, and access to potable water
were inadequate.

Conditions in administrative detention facilities, such as RTL camps, were similar
to those in prisons. Beating deaths occurred in administrative detention and RTL
facilities. Detainees reported beatings, sexual assaults, lack of proper food, and no
access to medical care.

Administration: It was unclear whether recordkeeping on prisoners was adequate.
Authorities employ alternatives to incarceration for both violent and nonviolent
offenders. According to Vice Minister of Justice Zhao Dacheng, more than one
million convicts have served their sentences in community corrections programs
since 2003. There were no prison ombudsmen per se; however, prisoners and
detainees are legally entitled to submit complaints to judicial authorities without
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censorship and request investigation of credible allegations of inhuman conditions.
The law states that letters from a prisoner to higher authorities of the prison or to
the judicial organs shall be free from examination. While authorities occasionally
investigated credible allegations of inhuman conditions, the results were not
documented in a publicly accessible manner. Many prisoners and detainees did not
have reasonable access to visitors and were not permitted religious observance.
Under article 52 of the prison law, “considerations shall be given to the special
habits and customs of prisoners of minority ethnic groups.” Detention Center
Regulation article 23 has similar requirements. Little information was available
about the implementation of these regulations.

Monitoring: The law requires the government to investigate and monitor prison
and detention center conditions, and an official from the Prosecutor’s Office is
responsible for investigating and monitoring prison and detention center
conditions.

Information about prisons, including associated labor camps and factories, was
considered a state secret, and the government generally did not permit independent
monitoring of prisons or RTL camps. Prisoners remained inaccessible to local and
international human rights organizations and media groups. Authorities did not
allow the International Committee of the Red Cross to have access to prisoners or
perform authentic prison visits in the country.

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention

Arbitrary arrest and detention remained serious problems. The law grants police
broad administrative detention powers and the ability to detain individuals for
extended periods without formal arrest or criminal charges. Throughout the year
human rights activists, journalists, unregistered religious leaders, and former
political prisoners and their family members continued to be among those targeted
for arbitrary detention or arrest.

On May 4, Zhao Guangjun from Liaoning Province was reportedly seized and
taken to a black jail (an unofficial detention center) at Jiujingzhuang after he
attempted to see Chen Guangcheng at the Chaoyang Hospital in Beijing.
Government officials from Liaoning reportedly escorted Zhao back to his
hometown of Panjin to serve 10 days of administrative detention at a detention
center.
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In February, Shanghai dissident Feng Zhenghu was placed under unofficial house
arrest at his apartment in Shanghai. According to Western media reports and other
sources, Feng was not allowed to leave his apartment and had limited
communication with the outside world, although he did not face any criminal
charges. Feng was previously detained without charge under unofficial house
arrest during Shanghai’s 2010 World Expo. Dozens of Shanghai petitioners
reportedly were illegally detained throughout the year in Beijing, often held in
unofficial detention centers before being forcibly returned to Shanghai. Shanghai
dissident and former lawyer Zheng Enchong also remained under unofficial house
arrest and reportedly was not allowed to leave his house without specific
permission from security officials. Rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng remained in
prison in Xinjiang for allegedly violating the terms of a suspended prison sentence.
Authorities sharply limited access to him and at times concealed his whereabouts.

Ma Dagqin, auxiliary bishop of the Shanghai Diocese, was detained at the Sheshan
Seminary in July after he publicly renounced his position in the Chinese Catholic
Patriotic Association, the government organization that oversees the Roman
Catholic Church. Ma reportedly remained detained at the seminary and was not
permitted to perform religious duties or receive visitors following his
announcement.

On September 30, petitioner Mao Hengfeng was arrested in Beijing and forcibly
returned to Shanghai. She was not permitted to meet with relatives or her lawyer.
In early November her husband was informed that Mao had been ordered to serve
18 months in an RTL camp for “gathering a crowd to disturb the public order.” At
year’s end she remained in detention.

Role of the Police and Security Apparatus

The main domestic security agencies include the Ministry of State Security, the
Ministry of Public Security, and the People’s Armed Police. The People’s
Liberation Army is primarily responsible for external security but also has some
domestic security responsibilities. Local jurisdictions also frequently used civilian
municipal security forces, known as “urban management” officials, to enforce
administrative measures. The Ministry of Public Security coordinates the
country’s civilian police force, which is organized into specialized police agencies
and local, county, and provincial jurisdictions. Procuratorate oversight of the
police was limited, and checks and balances were absent. Corruption at the local
level was widespread. Police and urban management officials engaged in
extrajudicial detention, extortion, and assault. In 2009 the Supreme People’s
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Procuratorate acknowledged continuing widespread abuse in law enforcement. In
2009 domestic news media reported the convictions of public security officials
who had beaten to death prisoners or suspects in their custody.

In May the Ministry of Supervision, the Ministry of Human Resources and Social
Security, and the Ministry of Justice jointly issued regulations stating that police in
prisons and RTL facilities face dismissal if they are found to have beaten, applied
corporal punishment, abused inmates, or instigated such acts.

In August a court in Kaifeng City sentenced police officers Wang Songlin and Guo
Shouhai to two years in prison and Ding Zhongqiu, Luo Mingzhu, and Zhou
Minghan to sentences ranging from 12 to 18 months. The five police officers were
among those who tortured Zhao Zuohai, a farmer in Zhecheng County, for 33 days
before he confessed to killing a man who was subsequently found alive. Zhao
spent 11 years in prison. A sixth police officer was acquitted.

Oversight of urban management officials is highly localized and ad hoc. By law
the officials can be criminally prosecuted for abuses of power, but such cases were
rarely pursued in practice. In multiple incidents throughout the country, street
vendors clashed, often physically, with urban management officials. In some cases
mediation resulted in compensation being paid to victims of urban management
officials.

Arrest Procedures and Treatment While in Detention

Police detention beyond 37 days requires prosecutorial approval of a formal arrest.
After arrest, police are authorized to detain a suspect for up to an additional seven
months while the case is investigated.

After the completion of a police investigation, an additional 45 days of detention
are allowed for the procuratorate to determine whether to file criminal charges. If
charges are filed, authorities can detain a suspect for an additional 45 days before
beginning judicial proceedings. In practice police sometimes detained persons
beyond the period allowed by law. Pretrial detention periods of a year or longer
were common. The law stipulates that detainees be allowed to meet with defense
counsel before criminal charges are filed. Police often violated this right.

The criminal procedure law requires a court to provide a lawyer to a defendant
who has not already retained a lawyer; who is blind, deaf, mute, or a minor; or who
may be sentenced to death. The revised criminal procedure law scheduled to take
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effect on January 1, 2013, adds defendants facing a life sentence and who are
mentally ill. This law applies whether or not the defendant is indigent. Courts
may also provide lawyers to other criminal defendants who cannot afford them,
although courts often did not appoint counsel in such circumstances.

Criminal defendants are entitled to apply for bail (also translated as “a guarantor
pending trial”) while awaiting trial. However, in practice few suspects were
released on bail.

The law requires notification of family members within 24 hours of detention, but
individuals were often held without notification for significantly longer periods,
especially in politically sensitive cases. Under a sweeping exception, officials are
not required to provide notification if doing so would “hinder the investigation” of
a case. The revised criminal procedure law limits this exception to cases involving
state security or terrorism.

The law allows for residential surveillance rather than detention in a formal facility
under certain circumstances. Under the revised criminal procedure law, with the
approval of the next higher-level authorities, officials can enforce “residential
surveillance” on a suspect at a designated place of residence (i.e., a place other
than the suspect’s home) for up to six months, when they suspect crimes of
endangering state security, terrorism, or serious bribery, and residential
surveillance at the suspect’s residence would impede the investigation. Authorities
must notify relatives of individuals placed under formal arrest or residential
surveillance in a designated abode within 24 hours, unless notification is
impossible. They are not required to specify the grounds for or whereabouts of the
detention. Authorities can also prevent defense lawyers from meeting with
suspects in these categories of cases.

The law provides for the right to petition the government for resolution of
grievances. However, citizens who traveled to Beijing to petition the central
government were frequently subjected to arbitrary detention, often by police
dispatched from the petitioner’s hometown. Some provincial governments
operated facilities in Beijing or in other localities where petitioners from their
districts were held in extrajudicial detention. Some local governments took steps
to restrict petitioning. According to a 2010 Shanxi provincial government report,
the Shanxi Province People’s Congress adopted regulations that list eight types of
“prohibited” petitioning, including “illegally gathering, encircling, or rushing into
government offices or important public spaces, stopping cars or hindering public
transportation, linking up with others to petition,” and similar acts. The Shanxi
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regulations also state that petitioners suspected of “misrepresenting facts to frame
others” could be subject to criminal charges.

Online reports claimed Guangdong provincial authorities rewarded local officials
for active engagement in intercepting petitioners.

Authorities in Shaoguan, Guangdong, held a rights defense representative in a
black jail for more than 10 weeks after he was forcibly returned from Beijing in
March for petitioning during the sessions of the NPC and the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Congress (CPPCC) on behalf of fellow villagers who
claimed local officials did not provide adequate compensation for government-
requisitioned land. A resident of Guangdong’s Jiangmen Municipality attempting
to petition her case to Beijing was kidnapped by unidentified men on May 23 and
sent back to Jiangmen, where she was detained for days.

According to multiple online reports, authorities seized and then sent to Beijing’s
Jiujingzhang black jail four elderly petitioners from Guangxi who were in the
capital in early March to petition officials about requisitioned land, evictions, and
demolitions in the petitioners’ hometown. After the petitioners refused authorities’
orders to return to Guangxi, security guards hired by local Guangxi officials
reportedly forcibly drove them out of Beijing. In November foreign media
reported on a couple held in a Shanghai hotel used as a black jail after they
attempted to petition authorities in Beijing about the amount of compensation they
received for the destruction of their home during the expansion of a Shanghai area
airport. Prior to the Party Congress in November, several petitioners from
Shanghai were seized in Beijing and held in black jails before being returned to
Shanghai.

Kim Young-hwan, a South Korean advocate for democracy in North Korea, and
three other South Korean activists were arrested in the northeastern part of the
country on March 29 and held until July 20 on charges of endangering national
security. During the 114-day detention, South Korean officials claimed, Kim and
the others were initially denied proper access to consular services. Kim also
alleged that security officials tortured him while he was in custody.

Nonjudicial panels, known as “labor reeducation panels,” may remand persons to
RTL camps or other administrative detention programs for up to three years
without trial. Labor reeducation panels are authorized to extend these
administrative sentences for up to one year. Detainees are technically allowed to
challenge administrative RTL sentences and appeal for sentence reduction or
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suspension. However, appeals were rarely successful. Other forms of
administrative detention include “custody and education” (for women engaged in
prostitution and those soliciting prostitution) and “custody and training” (for minor
criminal offenders). The law establishes a system of “compulsory isolation for
drug rehabilitation.” The minimum stay in such centers is two years, and the law
states that treatment can include labor. Public security organs authorize detention
in these centers, and it often was meted out as an administrative rather than
criminal measure. Authorities used administrative detention to intimidate political
activists and prevent public demonstrations.

In January and February, hundreds of Tibetans returning by land from Nepal were
reportedly subjected to arbitrary detention and mandatory patriotic education (see
the Tibet annex).

Arbitrary Arrest: Authorities arrested persons on allegations of revealing state
secrets, subversion, and other crimes as a means to suppress political dissent and
public advocacy. These charges--including what constitutes a state secret--
remained ill defined. Citizens and foreigners also were detained under broad and
ambiguous state secrets laws for, among other actions, disclosing information on
criminal trials, meetings, commercial activity, and government activity.
Authorities sometimes retroactively labeled a particular action as a violation of a
state secret. According to an RFA report, local officials in Dujiangyan, Sichuan
Province, detained Zhou Xingrong, whose child died in the 2008 Sichuan
earthquake, for nine hours in April for allegedly revealing “state secrets” by
microblogging about efforts by bereaved parents to obtain compensation for their
children’s earthquake-related deaths.

Hunan activist Zhu Chengzhi was formally arrested for “inciting subversion of
state power” in July after two months of incommunicado detention. Zhu was
among those who called into question the suspicious death of 1989 labor leader Li
Wangyang, which police initially ruled a suicide and later an “accidental death.”

Authorities placed into custody or otherwise detained at least a dozen human rights
and democracy activists associated with a land expropriation dispute in eastern
Guangdong’s Wukan Village. According to multiple reports, authorities detained
both Guangzhou and Shenzhen activists for periods of 10-15 days for participating
in Guangzhou-based protests during the December 2011 demonstrations in Wukan,
consulting with Wukan villagers as the villagers staged elections in March, and
providing financial support to newly elected officials cut off from official district-
level funding.
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According to foreign press reports, in April local police seized a Guangzhou
Internet user for publicly calling on officials to disclose their financial assets and
held him until early July on charges of “inciting subversion of state power.” While
in detention the individual was reportedly not allowed to meet with his lawyers and
was permitted only one visit with his family. Police never provided formal
documentation about his detention, and at year’s end he remained under residential
surveillance.

In September authorities detained Guangdong lawyer Tang Jingling for five days,
depriving him of sleep and destroying his cellphone, laptop, and camera. Tang
was also placed in detention for eight hours to prevent him from attending a
national day event at a foreign embassy.

Authorities placed numerous dissidents, activists, and petitioners under house
arrest during the October National Day holiday period and at other sensitive times,
such as during the visits of senior foreign government officials or in the period
preceding the once-a-decade leadership transition during the 18th Party
Conference, the annual plenary sessions of the NPC and the CPPCC, the
anniversary of the Tiananmen massacre, and sensitive anniversaries in Tibetan
areas and the XUAR.

Conditions faced by those under house arrest varied but sometimes included
complete isolation in their homes under police guard. In some instances secur