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Communications with respect to this application should be directed to: 
 

Bob Kennedy, P.E., Engineering Manager 
Otay Water District 
2554 Sweetwater Springs Boulevard 
Spring Valley, CA  91978-2004 
Telephone No.: 619-670-2273  
email: bob.kennedy@otaywater.com 

Description of Proposed Border Crossing Facility.  The proposed new border crossing 
pipeline will consist of a single 20-foot-long spool of 48-inch inside diameter ("ID") cement mortar 
lined and coated ("CML&C) welded steel pipe that will straddle the international border (10-feet 
into each country).  The pipeline will have a maximum daily import capacity of 50 million gallons 
per day ("MGD") of desalinated seawater from a new interconnection with the NSC Agua Rosarito 
Beach Desalinated Water Treatment Plant conveyance pipeline at the U.S./Mexico border.  The 
proposed border crossing will be located approximately 2.45 miles east of the existing Otay Mesa 
Port of Entry on the U.S./Mexico international border in San Diego County, California and is 
approximately 200-feet east of the centerline of San Diego Gas and Electric Company's 
("SDG&E") existing electric and natural gas transmission facility crossing of the U.S./Mexico 
border as shown in Attachment 2.  Otay will acquire an easement from the International Boundary 
and Water Commission ("IBWC") to maintain a 40-foot-wide permanent right-of-way for the border 
crossing conveyance pipeline.  
 
Pipeline materials will be welded steel and will be: 
 

 Steel Strength Fy = 36,000 PSI; 

 80-mil dielectric coating per AWWA C214 or C215; 

 1.25-inch thick Type II Portland cement-mortar armor-coat; both shop-applied over 
the dielectric coating and field-applied at the joints.  

Construction would require the removal of two full border fence panels (8-foot-wide by 8-foot-tall 
per panel), one border fence column, and the associated concrete footing (see Attachment 3).  
The contractor will excavate an 8-foot-wide by 10-foot-deep trench up to, across, and 
approximately 10-feet south of the international border.  The trench walls would be sloped or 
shored as recommended by the Project's geotechnical consultant.  The pipe bedding material will 
be installed and compacted to the correct grade and the cross border piece of pipe installed and 
connected at both ends.  Any shoring will then be removed and the trench backfilled and 
compacted.  The border footing, column, and fence panels will be re-installed to its pre-existing 
condition and the area graded to pre-construction contours.  Construction can be completed in 
one day and will be closely coordinated with U.S. Customs and Border Protection, who owns and 
maintains the border fence.   

The border crossing pipeline segment will be the final pipeline segment constructed.  
Approximately four miles of 48-inch ID diameter CML&C welded steel pipe and appurtenant 
facilities will be constructed from Otay's Roll Reservoir then south in the dedicated public right-of-
way of Alta Road and east along Paseo de la Fuente, to the Otay Crossings Development and 
paralleling the SDG&E electric transmission easement to a location approximately 10-feet north 
of the U.S./Mexico International Border.  Other Project facilities include a metering station, and 
possibly a booster pump station and treatment facilities (depending on the terms of the Water 
Purchase Agreement with NSC Agua).  The full Project is shown on Attachment 4.  These facilities 
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