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DR. JAMES BRUSH,

Thank you for coming. I'm Dr. Jim Brush.
I'm a Child Psychologist.
I had a private practice in Cincinnati for

My wife decided that she wanted a new

she joined the
I closed my practice and

Foreign Service.
followed her at
Rwanda, Angola, and then on to Ankara,

very little to do, and then fortunately, the
State Department had just decided that they

to start a new program, called the Child and
Family Program because, except for various
offices, including the Office of Overseas
our new program began almost exactly a

year and a half ago in June.
The preceding six months,

we were putting
together with policies and procedures and
taking on work that had been done by other

it into our

other groups, and putting

I heard you talk about Legos.
As a result of all of our moves, we finally

shed over the weekend and I found... one of the

tools I had in my private practice was Legos,
and I found my two huge tubs of Legos,

I had accumulated from neighborhood boys who
grown up with my sons, and as they grew up
want their Legos anymore, I accumulated

so I had a huge load of Legos, which I'm
excited to bring to my office, although I'm
sure who will use them at this point

conversations that I have with children and
teenagers now are on DVC, so I kind of have

figure out how to integrate Legos into that

The Child and Family Program will eventually
have two Child Psychiatrists, two Child

I am one of them; another one is coming.
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We've had another one but she retired, and
one Child Psychiatrist, but he retired.

We seem to be the place that people come to

I'm not sure why.
We also will have an additional Clinical Child

That means...she's not a child but she's a
Social Worker, experienced in children.
But Emili Kuchler, who is also a Clinical

with wvast experience with children,
and I'll let her introduce herself in just a
who

And then we have Caitlin Galiker,

from Legal Aid, where she was involved for

in representing, or being a part of

children who were, in some way or another,
in the legal system, usually with dependency
and abuse kinds of situations.

Emili, talk about yourself.

EMILI M. KUCHLER, MEDICAL HEALTH SERVICES:
Hello. Good morning everyone. Welcome.

As Jim said, I'm Emili Kuchler.

I'm been with the Child and Family Program for

last two years.

Just like Jim and Caitlin, we both started
program, so we've seen, you know, all the
evolvement of the program.

And basically, like we were talking not long
how it has taken off, which I feel is going
very good direction.
Hopefully we will get that continued support

Just to give you a little bit more

my background, I have been working in
Work for about 17-18 years.

I have two children.

My oldest is 25.

My youngest is almost 18.

She's a senior in high school.

I have one of each, a boy and girl.
[inaudible] And I am a wife of an Air Force

My son actually was serving in the
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so I am a mother of
I also share with you

around and going to

having to start all over

So I can share in the joys

I've worked with the

the Department of Veterans

to the Department of
anywhere from,

spouse relocation,

you know,

a veteran as well.
the experience of

different places and
again, over and

and all the

Department of Defense,
Affairs, prior to
State, in a variety of

Family Support Program

transition assistance,

direct mental health with adolescents and young

as well
And, you know,
So, coming to the CFP,
of everything, but our

a support program for

we

as older adults.
clinical care for the

do, I think, a
main focus is to be

children and families,

particularly with special needs.

We'll talk more

about that soon.

We are also...just like the Office of Overseas

we have taken
Right now,
pretty much kind of

world, you know, in

But I primarily cover

DR. BRUSH: Yeah, Emili's

(laughing) Emili's our
and Central America
But also in Canada.
MS. KUCHLER: Correct,
So, DEA, you know, and

lot of your employees
They are also in other

kind of share around.

we are sort of

primary regions that we

short-staffed so
overlapping all around

different posts.
the Western Hemisphere.
our expert...oh

expert in South America
particularly.

and the Caribbean.
TSA...I've worked with

and their families.

parts of the world, so

And Jim will tell you a little bit more about

region that he covers and

then also what is

focus of our program and what other areas we
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So I'm glad to be here and I hope that we

able to answer some
DR. BRUSH: Let me just
unfortunately couldn't be

of your questions.
say that Caitlin,
here today

who

a sick child at
She has all of
And, as a result of

moving around and our

home, covers Africa.

Africa to herself.
retirement and people
inability to get

clearances done quickly, I have the rest

which has become somewhat of a challenge at
We endeavor to get back to some kind of

representation where you'll contact one of

because we're experts in that region, but
that's kind of fallen apart as we're three
people trying to do the job of seven.

Do you want to do the next slide?

Okay, the thing to understand about the
of the land is that the United States is 50

ahead of the rest of the world in

addressing children with special

The rest of the world is even still not
join the party on that.
The rest of the world does not believe
inclusion.

What the rest of the world tends to do is

children according to their abilities and
or perceived needs.
And we've gone to an inclusion model now in
United States for about
And before then, we had
classrooms, with a lot
mainstream classrooms.
So we have a long track record in the United
States, second to no...I mean, there's no

20 to 25 years.
special educational
of integration into

country that even comes close.

Canada maybe somewhat is where we are.
Australia to some extent is also where we
Europe:

it might sound surprising but you



can't

150 00:07:58:29
151 00:08:02:07
special

152 00:08:05:20
153 00:08:06:28
Program

154 00:08:09:27
Office of

155 00:08:12:24
156 00:08:14:27
convince

157 00:08:19:04
children to

158 00:08:22:11
159 00:08:25:24
160 00:08:28:16
easy; two,

161 00:08:31:06
162 00:08:33:10
prestige; and

163 00:08:36:19
164 00:08:39:28
attached

165 00:08:43:27
166 00:08:45:27
167 00:08:47:00
168 00:08:49:28
also will

169 00:08:53:06
funds for

170 00:08:56:24
171 00:08:58:24
schools

172 00:09:02:25
educational needs
173 00:09:05:26
174 00:09:07:26
175 00:09:10:22
resourced.

176 00:09:14:16
barren, a

177 00:09:18:10
the

178 00:09:22:14
educational

179 00:09:25:22
180 00:09:26:22
181 00:09:28:22
would seem

182 00:09:32:22
have

183 00:09:35:26
184 00:09:37:25
it's a

185 00:09:39:25

there.

00:
00:

00:
00:

00:

00:
00:

00:
00:
00:
00:

00:
00:

00:
00:

00:
00:
00:
00:
00:

00:
00:

00:
00:
00:
00:
00:
00:
00:
00:
00:
00:
00:

00:
00:

00:

08:
08:

08:
08:

08:

08:
08:

08

08
08

08:

08:
08:

08:
08:

08:
08:
08:
08:
08:

08:
09:

09:
09:
09:
09:

09:

09

09

09
09

09:

09:

09:
09:

09:

02:
05:

06:
:25

09

12

14

19:
122
:25
:28:
31:

33:
36:

39:
:25

43

45

46

49

56

58
02

05

07
10

18:

122

:25

:26

:28
32:

35

37
39

43:

05
18

18

122

:25

02

09

122

14
04

08
17

04

:25
:28
126
53:

04

122

122
:23

124
124

: 20
14:

14

08

12

: 20

: 20
:20

20

124

:23
:23

02

and have schools that
about addressing

expect to go to Europe
necessarily are happy

educational needs.

Now having said that, the Child and Family

and the Office of Overseas Schools, and the
before we came on the

very hard to

Overseas Schools even

scene, have been working
international schools that serve our
start special

And it's really
It's just convincing them

needs programs.

quite easy to do.
that, one, it's
it's not going to drain their resources; and

three, it's not going to affect their

four, they can actually make money doing it.
We have a significant amount of money

to our kids in the form of the special needs
allowance.

And American companies or other international
companies that believe in serving families
tend to follow our model in providing
children with special educational needs.
So it actually can be a profit center for
to attend to children with special

but it's still been a rough sell.

So there are pockets in the world where we have
schools that are really excellent, well-

And there's other places where it's

barren wasteland, and a lot of resistance from

schools around providing for special
needs.

And it's not always
So there's some places in

where you'd predict.
the world that
unlikely, and yet those are the schools that

great special
Other places where you'd

educational programs.

think, "Oh, well,

no-brainer," and it's like there's nothing
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However, I do...we're making headway.

Tom Shearer and I...Tom Shearer is with the
Office of Overseas Schools.

He and I attended a conference of the

Schools Association and
and as a result of that

and Eastern European
promoted this idea,
demonstrate to

step, and Tom's ability to

easy 1t is to form a program, several

came on board with a commitment to offer
special needs education.
Emili just recently went...you can talk
South America.

I was able to

your trip to

MS. KUCHLER: Yeah,
work also very closely with our counterparts
the Office of Overseas Schools.

And I participated with my counterpart for WHA,
Dr. Bill Scotti, of the Tri-Association

of Educators.

And it was a good opportunity, not only to

go out there and visit schools and families at
post, with children with special needs,

learning about what special needs programs

being now put in place, developed to support

kids in the region, which was a big eye-
me.

Specifically, you know, for San Jose in the
year, I've seen how the special needs support
boomed.

And when we say support, you're going to

often.

There are a lot of places where there are
but your families need Dbilingual resources, so
oftentimes that does not translate because
might not be bilingual gqualified providers
can provide resources.
There are providers, there are resources,
ones you can access.

So that's why when we get information about
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people in town that can provide services,
it's always a win-win because it will allow us
more families,

you know, get to those

And just to add on what Jim was saying, we have
the special needs education allowance,
sort of like short, five-step list of what you

you are at an overseas post and this is the

time your child is identified with special
This is what this is designed for.

I'm hearing that a lot of you here have
United States for a while and you have
identified your child.
And your process is going to be slightly

from the beginning because it will really

the clearance process.

And we're also part of that, and we have

slide where we are going to address that

bidding process.
I know you guys have a lot of questions

DR. BRUSH: Well, the special needs allowance

intended to fill in for what you might get in

United States in terms of support for your
needs children.
Sometimes it's a matter of us cobbling together

So, for example, there might be speech

but they're not in the school, as they might
in the United States.

Occupational therapy services: they might

be in the school.

You might have to access them in the

We have a representative here that you can

later, Erin, who's in the back, who

online speech therapy company.
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And there's been 1lots of research.
In fact, many rural school districts in the

States are now tapping into the idea of using
online speech therapy.

Research is showing that it's quite

So all of the sudden, there's speech therapy

in parts of the world that was never been

as long as there's a good internet connection.
At any rate, we're cobbling these services

The schools that offer special needs education
often will add a charge or a fee to provide for

Some bill you by the hour for how much

is utilized.

Some will rate your child's needs, you

mild needs, moderate needs, severe needs, or
intensive needs.

So they might bill based on that.

But that's what the special needs allowance
for, is to pay for those services.

It also pays for psychological counseling.

Again, it's something that can be done

It's something that often is available at
There is a provider somewhere that has been
Western-trained and knows how to talk to
That's really intended to substitute for
United States is the availability of a
psychologist.

School psychologists, in the old

we get to use the way it's done in the old
In the old days, a school psychologist
available to a child based on any number of
but mostly for adjustment needs, adjustment
school, not just testing and figuring out
or not a child needs an IEP.

So the nice thing is that if your child has
adjustment problems, whether or not it's
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because of the special needs, but mostly
special needs and

together for many

adjustment problems go
kids, psychological

can be paid for
It has to be done
otherwise that

I know that sounds weird,

by the SNEA.

by a non-physician because
becomes medical care.

but that's the

world thinks.

MS. KUCHLER: Jim, I have one more thing to

if you are overseas and, you know, your
either has been newly

re-evaluations, the SNEA

identified or requires
can also

the cost of, you know,
parent and a child to come

transportation for one
to the United

we have preferred providers, to do the
evaluations or re-evaluations, as
recommended, you know, by the school or a

And we usually work very closely with the

unit or the RMOP,
Psychiatrist,

Regional Medical Officer
who is the person locally

oversight for special needs children.

DR. BRUSH: Yeah, let me describe the process,
really, the takeaway is just visit your health
That's the easiest thing to do.

But I'll describe the process.
To qualify for a special needs education

your child either needs already to have been
evaluated as a child who has special

and we need those reports, or if they have
an IEP, that's even better, because then we
have really, what is stipulated in the IEP

services that can be covered by the special
needs education allowance.

If your child is newly identified...and we
have...a lot of Foreign Service families are

in the world for vyears and years.
They have a child in Germany and then

serving in Asia somewhere and their child

five years old, six years old, seven years
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then there seems to be some kind of learning
disability.
And then they visit...the health unit or

will write a letter...that's what we
need.
We need a letter from..

.or an email from

the health unit or the Regional Psychiatrist

the school, telling us that an evaluation is
And then we'll write a
having the evaluation

So if you already come

SNEA for the purpose of
done.
with evaluations,

We can authorize a SNEA based on that.
If your child has been newly...

I'll get to you in just a minute.

Yeah?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: What
received it in the past?
DR. BRUSH: And if you've

about if you've already
received it in

Well, the rule is that we need an updated

So the school needs to come up...or some kind

services plan, some kind of updated plan

And every third year, we need a re-
That's the law.

IDEA is that what we're basing our procedures

the Individuals with
Improvement Act, IDEA.
children be

IDEA is a federal law,
Disability Education
And that act dictates that

every three years and that there be an IEP

We don't always enforce the IEP but we want

kind of set of recommendations in the
psycho-educational evaluation, or we want
some set of recommendations that the

school will offer in some kind of services

And then we want that updated every year so

we see the progress and we see what's going to

needed for next year.

That way we can renew the SNEA.

Where can you get an evaluation done?
As Emili just said, you can travel.
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We've identified providers in various parts

world, but there aren't many.
I'd say there's less than on my two hands,

providers that we've actually identified

the world.
So most families choose to have the

when they've come to the United States for

other reason, although we will also pay for
come.

If it seems like it's going to be necessary
have the evaluation done and you haven't

planned to the United States anytime soon,

we will pay for the child...the SNEA will
for the child and one parent to travel.
You'll get per diem.

Usually the amount of time required is about
maybe a week and a half, maybe a little

depending on where you're coming from or

you're going to.
We can help you hook up with providers in the

Washington, DC area pretty easily, but

to go anywhere that there's an appropriate
provider that can provide a psycho-
evaluation for you.

MS. KUCHLER: And the other thing I wanted to
add about the SNEA is like all of you have

table...there is the handout that on the
you have, you know, exactly what is on the
the steps on how to request the SNEA if you're
But then on the back is the quick FAQ of how

this impact, you know, clearance, what do I

sort of like a summary of what we have
so you can take it with you.
Important to highlight a reference here,
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the DSSR 270, which is the education allowance
regulation for the Department of State.
The special needs component behind, you

know, the idea that applies to the Department

Special needs section is 276.8,
This actually is available...this
regulation is available online under the Office

okay?

Overseas Allowance website, but you have

you know, the reference that you can take a

The whole section addresses,
specific terms and we can

not in very
spend all day

about the DSSR, but in a very general way,

special needs allowance will cover, what it
not cover, and what

So it's very important
DR. BRUSH: Right, and

can be exceptions.
to review this.
once there's an
that's done and we have a set of

what can the SNEA actually pay for?

Well, everything in a recommendations section
a psychological evaluation is not something
will necessarily pay for.

I know.

I've been a psychologist.
I've put all sorts of recommendations at the

of the report.

And I've been to school meetings where the
will say, "Well, we can do that but we can't
by our regulations."

Same thing for the SNEA.
We base what the SNEA can pay for upon what
local public school district in the United
States would pay for.
And because things don't always translate

overseas, there's some leeway we have, which

But there's certain things that

things that we can pay
resource room, you know,

for, like tutoring, a

that the child

extended time with a monitor on tests, things
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But certain other things...oftentimes,
occupational therapists will recommend swimming

horseback riding.
Well, Fairfax Public School is not going to pay

We...the SNEA can't pay for that either.
When it comes to summer school, many special
education students do get what we call an
which means that,

year, because they need to

through things at a different pace, they

have their school year extended into the

If a school believes that it's going to be

for your child to maintain their grade level

a summer school program, the SNEA can even
We need that documented.
We have schools that have

have actual summer
But they're not summer camp.

They're summer academic camps.
They're going to be doing schoolwork

camp programs.

the day and have fun activities probably

in through the day, but it's going to be a
primarily academic experience.

But it has to be academic.

It can't be just summer camp.

And it can't be just summer camp for the
purpose of social skills.

It has to be something that maintains the

grade level academically.

Yes?

Oh.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: So you mentioned that you have

have a psycho-educational evaluation in

qualify for SNEA, but can it cover that

DR. BRUSH: Yes. It does.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: So if

Yeah.
you haven't

DR. BRUSH: Well, yeah.

If there's a suspicion....the idea is

that we're trying to replicate what a school
district would do, so you're not going to
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a cost for an evaluation because if you

United States, the school district would
offer that for you.
So we will write the SNEA for the purpose

evaluation and then once that's done, the
pay for whatever is recommended that a
public school district will pay for.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: That's what we ran up against.
His insurance won't pay for the evaluation and

then we've actually pushed it off until

DR. BRUSH: Oh, no, no.

Well, when you...we can't let the
unfortunately can't be in place until both
are overseas.

But the minute you're over there, then it

And you're right.

Insurance will pay a fraction of what an
evaluation costs.

And we still...you're still required to file
insurance but you will get reimbursed
especially if you've had to pay upfront.
You will get reimbursed immediately when you

the invoice in to the post.
So you'll get your...you won't be...if you
on a credit card, you should be able to pay

credit card off by the time it's due and you

won't incur any interest charges.

But then when the insurance finally rolls

in, whatever pittance it is, then you give
money back to the post.

The Financial Management Officer is the
you'll be dealing with in terms of actually

the checks for these things.
There are lots of up-front expenses that you

have to pay for on your credit card, but then
Financial Management Officer at post will

MS. KUCHLER: Correct.
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And that's the reason why we require like a

letter or a provider, you know, referral.
That will be sort of like the supporting
documentation to Justify the SNEA.

DR. BRUSH: Yeah, to get the ball rolling.

Oh wait, there was a...you and then.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: Going Dback to the ESY please.

DR. BRUSH: Yes.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: So obviously, every post
operating differently, but [inaudible] IEP-
ESY.

(off microphone comments) ...kind of
rhythm of school throughout summer.

DR. BRUSH: Yes.
First of all, I wish that...first of all,
IEPs are legal documents, and they're kind

difficult to read and understand.
I like a plan that's a 1little more, like, in

But we don't get many real IEPs overseas
school districts...or the schools overseas
know how to write them.

And then that's probably fortunate,
read one that's written by Falls Church or
it's a legal document and you're like going

page after page trying to figure out what the

So that's probably good.

It...right now, all that is needed
should say...what is needed is that the
states in a letter that your child, in order to

maintain their grade level over the summer,
they'll be ready for the grade that they're
supposed to enter, they'll need a summer

In the United States, it would be written

You're right, but we can't expect the
schools overseas to do that.

They're all private schools.

They don't follow the rules that public
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do in the United States, so the best we

ask them to write a letter that states that

will be in danger of not being at grade
the time school commences, and that will
extended year.

MS. KUCHLER: And Jim, just to add to that,
are some cases like where you were

IEP already states that.

And in those cases, you know, we will honor
because the IEP already is recommending...the

that you're bringing from the United
already recommending.
But, of course, if you get a letter from the

to continue to support that, that's also

DR. BRUSH: Yes.

No, go ahead.

Go ahead.

(off microphone audience comments)

DR. BRUSH: Right, because the local public

will take responsibility.

Yes.

Yeah.

(off microphone audience comments)
DR. BRUSH: Yes.

Yes.
So that's what we call a safe haven.
So when the Foreign Service Officer is at

unaccompanied posting and you've decided to

haven in a country overseas, then your
is eligible for the SNEA.
(off microphone audience comments)

DR. BRUSH: If you're allowed to safe haven

Frankfurt and you want
special needs allowance,

to be eligible for the
then you can be

That's a Human Resources option.
It has to do with unaccompanied posts and
families and what seems to make the most

the family.

If you want to talk to wus later, we can kind
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or maybe some of the other parents even can
help you negotiate the U.S.
public school district system for getting

needs for your children.
That's what the SNEA is trying to substitute

Most school districts in this area are very
well-resourced and are very responsive to the
special educational needs of children, so

find that you won't incur costs for all of

special educational services that your child

Fairfax, in fact, is 1like, you know, one of
models for the whole United States.

So, you know, it's what other schools in the
United States look to often as a model.
Yes.

(off microphone audience comments)

DR. BRUSH: Yes.

MS. KUCHLER: It is on the regulation, but
going to write it down.
It's $71,500 for the
means i1if the school

at-post rate, and that
is...the school...if

child is attending
And $89,000 for the
And depending on the

the school at post.
away-from-post rate.
child's needs, we can

up to 50 percent from that amount additional

but it's on the regulation.
DR. BRUSH: And this, in a strange
the strange mathematics that has to do with

funding overseas, if your child has a

allowance, then the
tuition.

The special needs education allowance pays
for the tuition, which causes some embassies

post no longer pays the

end up with a surplus because they were
expecting to pay for a certain number of kids,
but now the SNEA is paying for some of those

MS. KUCHLER: Excuse me. Erin, you had a

(off microphone audience comments)
DR. BRUSH: Well and just say that a lot of
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have abused this.
You can see it's ripe for abuse.
And so they're right to be very careful

they pay for.

However, if you feel that something is being
inappropriately interpreted, we are

supposed to...like an insurance company, we

supposed to decide
appropriate, or it's

that it's clinically
appropriate according

the special educational needs of the child.
And the Financial Management Officers are
supposed to ask us if something is clinically
If they make that decision on their own and
that it's not for some reason, then you can

back to us or you can appeal it to the Office

Allowances for a ruling.

The Financial Management Officers aren't

to take...they're supposed to follow the
they're not supposed to really take the
interpretive role.

But many of them do.

(off microphone audience comments)
MS. KUCHLER: Correct.

Yeah, but that is true.

(off microphone audience comments)
MS. KUCHLER: But that is true.

It might not be...okay go ahead.
No, no, no, go ahead.

(off microphone audience comments)
MS. KUCHLER: Correct.

And that's a very good point to highlight

you know, to be aware, that if you have not
inquired about it, that it may not be approved.
So it's better to check with whoever is your

of contact.
But we do get a lot of the FMOs questions
So hopefully, you know, this family can, you

come back and...
AUDIENCE MEMBER: It
MS. KUCHLER: Oh, okay.
(laughing)

DR. BRUSH: One more question and then we'll
move on and then we'll be available this

did get reimbursed.
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to answer more questions.

You had a question?

(off microphone audience comments)

DR. BRUSH: Absolutely, right.

But, for example, a psychologist doesn't

special education.
A psychologist

So a psychologist in a
might suggest a computer,

knows psychology.
recommendation section
for example, so

child can keep track of their homework
or...because they're dysgraphic, they should
type instead of do handwriting.

But that won't be paid for by Fairfax.

What Fairfax would do, they have a whole bunch

computers that they loan to kids.
And so that's an option.
You can talk with the school about maybe
a computer.

They can't charge the SNEA for that

they could buy a computer and then fold

the costs that they charge generally for
educational services.

I mean, there's ways that...the one thing

trying to do with Office of Overseas

show schools that there's ways that they

services to kids so that you're not
own for that.
And there's another thing, Cogmed or certain

kind of treatment programs for learning

First of all, the research hasn't been

on any of those.

Second of all, they are treatments, just like
eyeglasses and hearing aids are treatments.
They're not special educational services,
so those will not be paid for.
But a psychologist might

well say, "Well,

should try a Cogmed program," to help a

with attentional problems learn to be more

Well, Fairfax isn't going to pay for that,
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SNEA will not either.

Okay, one...yeah.

(off microphone audience comments)

DR. BRUSH: Oh okay.

Yes.

Let me...I'm glad that you raised...let me
say something about homeschool.

You are absolutely allowed to homeschool
There are curricula that you can access on

Of course, that means you have to be the

And that means potential control struggles
your child.

You just might want

The other thing that you

to think about that.
can do, depending
state that you come from or that you
online schools that
educational programs.

state's online school
educational

many states will have
actually have special

So you can access your
option and their special
that so that you're not in the business of
your own homeschool.

You can actually have a computerized

experience that's a little different from

It's an actual school, has actual teachers,
sometimes group discussions and group
projects and things like that.

AUDIENCE MEMBER: Would that require the
to do their own IEPs or to get a professional

DR. BRUSH: No, if your <child is enrolled in an
online school from your home state, that state
takes the responsibility just like

AUDIENCE MEMBER: No, I'm saying if you're

[inaudible] local therapist.
DR. BRUSH: Then you still would need a
evaluation and some kind of educational

And one of the groups that are...the
Diagnostic Solutions is a group that will help

people make an educational plan.
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They'll be at the resource fair later.
MS. KUCHLER: A special needs education

can pay for, you know, the tutor, or...if

the one providing the instruction.
DR. BRUSH: But not for the whole school day,

And you can't bring a teacher with you.

(laughing)

We've had parents sometimes ask us to pay
for someone...they've found someone they
like working with their child.

They've asked the SNEA to pay for that
transportation and housing expenses and

employment, and...
AUDIENCE MEMBER: An that's something I had
been told in the past too, but I understood

transportation and that stuff, but salary.
MS. KUCHLER: You can pay for actual

DR. BRUSH: Hourly services.
MS. KUCHLER: Hourly services.
DR. BRUSH: But they have to be established

And most special needs kids, even very, very
disabled kids in the U.S., will not need

them throughout the day every minute.
There's a certain small percentage of kids that
might, but...

Yeah, so we have to quickly go into

Oh, yes. Okay.

So, unfortunately, everyone has to go
the clearance process.

The medical clearance process for children
includes special needs education and, if

been any type of emotional or mental health
In the old days, those used to be separated
They're still kind of separated, but we end
doing them both.

So we try to keep them with the same person,
so you're only hearing from one of us instead
several of us, which can drive you crazy.

Probably the most important thing to keep in
mind is we're looking to match your
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with the services that are available at post.
There are ways to find out about services

One is the yahoo...the Foreign Service parents
with special needs children yahoo group.
It probably is the best resource that you can

Parents are sharing information about what
services are best at what posts.
The other thing you can do is access the

Overseas Schools list
programs, but you still
schools and get them to

of special educational
will need to contact

at least review your
needs and state whether

or not they would be

to accept your child as a student, because
schools that have quotas.
They'll say, "Well, we only...we have a

needs program, but we only take five kids."
MS. KUCHLER: There's one more tool for State
Department families is the MCI, Medical

The MCI tool is under MED and it's sort of

interactive type of application that you

go in there,
educational,

you can select any medical, or
developmental need that needs
addressed for your child, and then you

post that you're looking at bidding.

And you can list as many posts as you want

it will give you sort of like a summary

of what posts absolutely meet, you know,

requirement, the criteria, you entered,

are like you'll need more information, and
which ones are

It's not absolute,

not a good one.
but it gives you some

direction as to, okay,
these I have to do
And then, you know,

these are good posts,
more research on.
that will help you to
together a better list because you can kind of
like rule out several posts from the get-go.
But you're still going to work with one of
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Office of Overseas Schools Regional

And, you know, with that collaboration
you'll find a post that will be good for your
career and also to support your children.
(off microphone audience comment)

DR. BRUSH: No, actually, if you're going

you just tell us you're going to homeschool.

We need that...you need to just email us and
"We're homeschooling our child."
MS. KUCHLER: Correct, but if they have

special needs and need a specific

still need that, yeah.

DR. BRUSH: Well...

AUDIENCE MEMBER: You're talking about the IEP

get approved for the SNEA.
I'm just talking about the approval for post.
DR. BRUSH: No, if you're homeschooling

and you have special educational services
wrapped into your homeschooling program,

then we're going to automatically approve
post you could go to because you're taking

school with you.

Well, it is an interesting loophole, I mean,
people could get in

I mean, I...even in

trouble doing that.
Cincinnati when I
and people tried to homeschool their

a lot gave up after a few months because

Yeah?
(off microphone audience question)
MS. KUCHLER: Yes, you do if they're not

into the program, so if the school, homeschool,
online school you're using is not providing

services for your child and you need to find
need that information.

say that there's a
but first of all,

therapists, we will
DR. BRUSH: Let me also
strategy for bidding,

appropriate for a Career Development
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tell you that you cannot take a handshake
children are cleared.

legal because, I mean,

could send your child to

you could homeschool your

a post until your
That's really not
theoretically you
boarding school,

could leave your child with a relative, so
bidding is really supposed to be separate

children's clearances.

A lot of Career Development Officers get

that mixed up and they won't let people bid or
take a handshake until their children are
cleared, which is probably inappropriate.
AUDIENCE MEMBER: That segues perfectly into my

I have an assignment
inappropriately have
change shortly.
I don't want my
So I guess, how
To be perfectly

and my kids probably
[inaudible] probably

assignment to change.
does that factor in?
frank, I'm nervous to give

information to [inaudible].

I would...do you know what I mean?

DR. BRUSH: Why don't we talk about that later.
You can get to us later.
STAFF MEMBER: We're

MS. KUCHLER: Okay,

Oh, just want to let you

about out of time.
we're almost done.
know we have a

provide to all the families that are

on the medical clearance process, just to
through what is helpful.
And, like I said, anytime if you have any

there's going to be one of us assigned to you,

so just, you know, call us, email us, and
you all, you know, set up, at least get
And, you know, we're going to do a lot of

consultation back and
many posts you have
We see a lot, 30 posts in

forth, depending on how
listed, believe me.
this list and 20

We get to know each other really well.
DR. BRUSH: Thank you very much. We enjoyed

(applause)
(music playing)
#H#4



