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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
                                                
                                                    
                                                    
                                                

SEYCHELLES 

Defense:  Status of Forces 

Agreement effected by exchange of notes 
at Port Louis and Victoria 
October 27, 2008 and July 22, 2009; 

Entered into force September 9, 2009. 



--

No. SF lN-:?.008 

The Embassy or the United St<llt's of :\mc.!ril:a pn:scnts its co111plimcnts 

to 1hc Minislry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Seychelles and has the lwnur to 

submit to the Ciovernmcnt of Scychdlcs the latest n:rsion or th1.· Status of Forces 

Proll:ction 1\grec1m:nt (SOFA). as approved by the United Stales Gon:mmcnl. 

Various U.S. agencies rcvi1.·we<l the document with a gt)af 10 n1akc 1hc 

agrccrncnl nwre mutually beneficial. The changes made arc based on expert orinion 

and a long history of simih1r agn.•cments with other nations. The United Stales 

(iti\·l.'rnmcnt looks forward to condu<ling this swndard practice negotiation und 

signing the SOFA agrcem..:nt with the Government or Scychclks, so\\ c can 

continue and im:rcasc the c.unmmt of mutually bcnclkial military .... to ··military 

programs we have with the Gon.·rnmcnt of Seychelles. 

The I '.mbassy of the Uni led Stutes of' t\nh:rku avails itsdf of Lhis 

opportunity Ill n:ni:w lo thi: ;\finistry ofForeign :\flair::; of the Rcpuhlk or 

Si:yi:hdks thl.! assuram:cs of its highi:st consi<kralion. 

hnba;;sy nl' tlH.· I 'niti.:d Stat1.:s 1)f :\mcrii::r. 

l'url 1.t)uis. ( ktoh1.:r 27. 200X. 

hid.: gc\iC\\cd S<>f..\ docu1nc111. 

DIPLOMATIC NOTE 



Status of Forces Protection Agreement between the 

Governments of the United States of America and the 


Republic of Seychelles 


The Government of the United States of America. hercinal\er referred to. :ts 
"the United States.'! and the G~wernment of the Republic of Seychelles, 
hereinafter referred as "Seychelles," both hereinafter referred as the '.'Parties": 

CONSIDERING the historically friendly relations and continued <tooperation that 
c:xist bctwt."Cn the two parties: 

AWARE that the independence and sovereignty of the United States and 
Seychelles are matters of the highest impcmance; 

WISHING to further their coop~ration on the achievement of their bilateral 
interests. regional peace and security, and humanitarian undertakings: 

HA YING IN MIND the need to regulate the terms that wilt gQvern the 
presence of the United Scates military personnel in Seychelles to ensure their 
safeguard and to delimitntc their responsibilities in case of inf'ractions; and, 

REAFFIRMING that the principles.of mutu1tl respect, friendship. good faith, 
partnership, and cooperation wHI guide the implementation of this agreement; 

lll!REBV AGREJ: AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICU: 1 

This agreement upplics to: 

n) 	 the United Stales military and civilian personnel, defined as members of 
lhc United States Armed Forces and civilian cmpl<lyccs Qf the United 
Stutes Department ot' Defense. hereafter referred to coll1:cti\'cly as 
llnitcJ Stutes personnel. and 

"' 	United Stat.:-.s contrtu:tors. defined a!j non-Republic of Scyctu:lks 
com11anks .and their 1.!lllp,oyccs \\hO arc not nationals of the rk11ublic 
of Sc)·chc:lh:s. under contract to the United States ()cpartmcnLt,f 
f)i:fonsc. 

who Illa). pc tcmporaril) prcsl'llt h1 the Republic 111" Scychcllcl'> in cl1nncdi,)n 

\\ith nrniu;illy ,1grccd ~hip 'isit~. exercises. hum<mitariun uct.ivitics. <111'.I 

0th.er mutual I) agrccJ ~u:th itics. 

http:principles.of


ARTICLE 2 


During their stay in the territory of Seychelles. United Stales personnel and 
United Stales contractors shall respect the laws and regulations in force in 
Scyd1dlcs 

ARTICLE 3 

The following regime shall be applicable .to United Statespersonnel \\ho may be 
temporarily present in the Republic of Seychelles in connection with mutually 
agreed activities: 

a) 	United States personnel shall be accorded a status c.quivalent to 
that accorded to the administrative.and technical staffof an embassy 
under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of April 18. 1961 ~ 

b) 	 United Stales personnel may enter and exit the Republic of 
Seychelles with United States identification and with collective 
nmvcment or individual travel orders; 

c) 	The Republic of Seychelles shall accept as valid all professional 
licenses issued by the United States, its political subdivisions. or States 
thereor to United States personnel for the provision of services to 
authorized personnel: · 

d) 	The Republic of Seychelles authorities shall accept as valid. without a 
driving test or fee. driving licenses or permits issued by the appropriate 
United States amhorities to United States personnel for the operation of 
vehicles: 

e) 	The Unit"-~ Siates pemmnel shall be authorized to ""ear uniforms. United 
States personnel may carry arms in support of mutually agreed 
activities. if authorized to dl'I so by their orders within the 
compounds ttnd other areas where the mutually agreed activi1ics take 
place und \\hilc in transit octwccn such compounds and areas, 

ARTLCLE ~ 

The P~trtics rcc.ngni1c the 1>ur1icular importance of Jisdpli1wry control h~ 
l =nitcu States :\r111cd. Forces •mthoritics twer United Stutes personnel. Then:lllrc. 
Scn:hclles au1lwri1.:s thi: l 'nilcd Swt..·li to cxi:r.cisc criminal iurisJil.:ti<111 o\ er ttnilc\I 
s1:11c~ pcr~,;tllH!'I for l•ffonsc:. ;irising ou.t ofacti\itic~ l'h•ll OC('llr in lhc Rl!publi\: 
uf ~cyd1..:llc~. 



ARTICLE 5 


a) 	 The Parties agree that United States personnel shull not be liable to pay 
any tax or similar charge assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. 

b) 	 The United States Department of Defense and United States personnel 
may import into. export out of. and use in the Republic of Seychcl lcs 
any personal properly. cquipll)ent, supplies. material, technology. 
training, or services in connection with activities under this Agreement. 
Such importation, exportation. and use shall be exempt from a-ny 
inspection. license. other restrictions. customs duties, taxes. or any other 
charges assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. Property 
impllrtcd by United States personnel for their personal use or 
consumption that is neither government owned or issued shall be 
subject to a stand~rd cu~loms declaration .. 

c) 	 The Parties sh1,11l cooperate to take such measures as may be necessary 
to ensure the security and protection of United States pers<mnel, 
property. equipment. records, .and official information in the Republic of 
Seychelles. 

ARTICLE 6 

a) 	 Vehicles operated by. or al the .time exclusively for the United States 
Depanment of Defense may. with respect for the traffic laws and 
reguhuions in force in Seychelles. enter. exit. and move freely within 
.the territory of the Republic of Seychelles. and United States forces 
authorities shall not be subject to the payment of overland transit tolls for 
such vehicles. 

b) 	 Vessels and aircrafl owned or operated by. or at the time exclusively for 
the United States Department of Defense may. upc>n reasonable 
notification. enter. exit. and move freely within the territory of 
Seychelles and shall Mt he subject to the pay1nent Of landing. 
parking. or port fees. pilotage charge:>. or lightcragc and harbour 
dui..-s at fodlitics tl\\·nc<l and opcrnlet.I b) Seychelles. 

c) 	 Aircraft (l\\ 1wd anJ upcrah!J by. o.r at the time cxdusivcl~ for the 
l 'nitcd States l>cp•irtmcnt of Dcfonsc in Seychelles shall not he subject 
to pa) anent of Ila\ igati,>n. 0\CTl1ight. terminal. or similar charges\\ hen 
in the ll:rrilory llf the Republic of Seychelles. 

di 	 \'c~scls and aircn•ft nwncd or operated hy. or at the time cxdusi\d~ for 
the l '.nitcJ Stale~ lkpartmcnt ofDCl~nsc in Sc)\.'.hdks. ~hull be lh.:c ti-om 
!warding ;.md inspection. · 

o\R l'ICLE 7 



a) 	 The Parties agree that the United States Department of Defense may 
contract for any materials. supplies. equipment. and services, including 
construction. to be furnished or undertaken in Seychelles without 
res.triction as to choice of services.. Such contracts shall be solicited. 
aw;.trded. and administered in accordance with the laws and regulalions 
of the United Stutes. 

b) 	Acquisition of articles and services in Seychelles b.)' or on behalf or the 
United Stales Department o( Defen.se in connection with muwally 
agreed activities under this Agreement sh.all not be subject to any 
t41xes or similar charges in the Republic of Seychelles. 

ARTICJ..E 8 

a) 	 The Parties agree that United States contractors shall not be liable to JWY any 
tax or similar charge assessed within the Republic of Seychelles in 
connection with mutually agreed activities under this Agreement. 

b) 	 Such contractors may impcm into. export out of. and use in the Republic 
of Seychc(les any personal property. equipment, supplies, materials, 
technology, training. or services in fulfillment of contracts with the 
United States Department of Defense in connection with mutually agreed 
ac.tivities under this Agreement. · 

c) 	 Such importation. exportation, and use shall be exempt from any licen.se and 
any other s·imilar restriction. customs, duties. taxes. or any other 
charges assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. Property imported 
l:!y United States .c.ontrac1ors for their personal use or consumption 
that is neither government owned or issued shall be subject to a 
standard customs declaration. Other importation, exportation. und use not 
co.nnected to n1utually agreed .activities shall not be exempted. 

d) 	 United States contructors sh~ll be granted the same treatment as United 

States personnel with. respeet to profellsional and drivers' lic~nscs. 


ARTICLE 9 

l '.nitcd Stutes rcrsonnct shall h:l\"C r~~dorn of movement and ~ICCCSS to and ll~ 
of n1utuully agreed tranSf"'l1a(i\ln. storugc. training. and <llhcr facilitks required 

· in conn~-ction '' ith acti\ hies unJcr this Agrcemcm. 

http:licen.se
http:Defen.se


.\RTICLF 10 


:i) 	 TIH· l'nitc.d St:tH·s ,\rmcd Force::' mny use th<.· r:idio spcc·trum 1n 
cnmpJi:t11cc.· wi1h procc:durcs for aurhori7.atinn of ui:c: in force 111 

Sc,chclks. 

h) 	Tlw L'nircJ ~tare.·,: Ocp:irnncin of Dcfrn,:c i:hnll be allm\'c<.l w opcr;Hc irs 
own tdc:cnmmunic::irinn systems, n.s tdccommunic:nion is dt:fowd 1n tl1<.' 
1992 l.on,:tirurion :1nd Con\•c:f1tion of the.· lntc.'rnarion:d 
Tt.·lccomnninic:itinn l·n.ion. This shaJI include the right ro ucifo~t· S\H:h 

n11:ans and ~cn·iccs as r·cquircd to cn:rnrc full ability tu opcr:itc 
cckcommunk:1tiun syMcms, and the: right co use all n<.·c:c1'sarr radw 
:cpc(;trum for this purpn~:c.\ subject to use of frcquendcio i>pedfa'.d by Seychelles' 
tclccommunicarions :iurhoritics. 

c) 	 l'sc of the radio spcctruin i.ch:i.ll be free of cma w the t•nitcd Sr:ites 
Dcpanmcnt of Dcfcnl\C. 

.\RTICI.£ 11 

tl) 	 The: P:1rtit.•:1 w:1in· :tny and all cl:1ims, other th::in contr:ictual claim:;, 
11gain1<t t~nch ocher for dnrn:igc: to ur l.o:;s.or Jc:i trucrion of the otlu:r'~ 
property or injury. or death of L'nitl"<l States perimnncl or Seychdks' 
armcu forcc:s pcrsonnd ari!'ing out .of the perforn1ancc of their official 
dutjcs in cnnn.cction wi-th muruallr agreed :1ctivitics unJl~r this 
a~n:cn1c:nt. 

b) 	 .For d:1ims noc cxch_1dcd und<:r par:tgraph n) of this Article:, the 
L'nitc.!J St:Hcs :;hall p:i}' just 11nJ rcuonabl(.' comp<.'.nsatinn in 
sdtlcrncnt of mt·ritorious- third party cl:iims arising our of :t.cB or 
omisi>inns of L' nitc:J Srntc~ persunnd done in the performance of 
rhc:ir offidal liuricii :md incidt.~11,t fo the non-<:omh:H acri,·itic:; of rlw 
l'nitcJ Stak,: forces. The l.'nitc·d Srntc.'!I ma.y :ilso, at ir:: sole 
thiicn:rion. :\Ntlt· mniruriom third p:nty claims not arisin~ from the: 
pc.•rf11rtnancc of offid;il dutic.'i>. Suc:h daims. 5h:i11 be: l'Xpnlitio~tslr 
pron·s..-l·d :Uh.I ~l·tdctl by l'nirc<.I Srnt<.·s fnrct>s ;111tl111ritl,·i> in 
;tl'Cortbnn· with rlw l;1w~ :inJ r..·~ul:nion" of the l'nitcc.l Stah:~. 

http:i.ch:i.ll


c) \'\'irhour prcju<lic(.' ro p:1r:igr'lph!1 a) and b) of this .\rticlc, bntb 
Partic:t undcrrnkc co :woid, Ill the cour:1c: oi mutually •\~n.·c<l :t<.'.tkitics 
umkr thi;: .\grcctnl"tH, d:ima~t· to th<.' <.·ndron·mcrir, rla· economy. and 
rhc popubrion of Sl.'ychc:llcs. 

ARTICLE 12 

Tlw P;1ni1.·s 11r rh~·ir Jci0ign:ucd rcprc~ent:itionio may cntl't into impkmcntul~ 
;trf;mg<.•mcitrs to carry our the pnwisioni:; of th.is Agrcc1m:m. 

ARTICLE l3 

,\n~· dispute l11:rwccn the P:ir.ticll that arisc.•s regarding the inrcrprct:1tion or 
•tpplicarinn nf this :\grccm<.·nt ::hall be rc::coh·cd at the lowest cnrnpctcnr kvd 
through con:culr:itinn bct\vccn. the Partic:; and shall not be rd"crn·d to :tny 
n:Hiom1l or international court, tribunal, or oth(.•r simil:ir body, or any thirJ 
parry for :><.·ttlcmcnt. 

ARTICLE 14 

This .\grcc:mcnr m;ty he terminated br either Party by written notice. Th(' 
rl·rmi1rntion will h:n-c effect i;ix month~ after nocific:niori of tc:rminatiou is 
rl·cci,·cJ br the: •,rhcr part~-. 

ARTICLE 15 

Thi:1 .\grl·t.·mcnt :;l1:1U c:nrer inco force upon the.: dntt· Scyt:hdlt·:: nnrifies 

tht· l'nitc:(.i ~t.irc:~ i.n writing rhrou~h diplomatic channeli- thilt all of ir:-; 

inr"·rn:1l pron·lh1rci> lll'Cc.':l!l:try ro hrin~ this :\Hrl!Clnl·nt into furc1.· h.n·c.! 
hl'l'n :-:iti:di~:,L 



MFA/ 110/8/ 10/2 

NOTE NO: 55 /2009 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Seychelles presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America in Port Louis 
and has the honour to refer to the latter's Diplomatic Note No. SE 89-2008 
of 271h October 2008 concerning the proposed "Status of Forces 
Protection Agreement between tu Governments of tu United States 
ofAnurrlca and the Republic of Seychettea- (SOFA}. 

The Ministry would like to confirm through this Note that the draft 
agreement detailed in the Embassy's above-referred Note SE 89-2008 is 
ai>provcd by the Seychelles Government and is active as soon as receipt is 
confirmed by the Embassy. 

The Ministry looks forw;;rrd to the additional implementing arrangements 
discussed by the two parties during the recent visit of Mrs. Virginia Blaser, 
Charge d 'Affaires in the US Embassy in Port I.,ouis. and referred to in 
Article 12 of the Agreement. 

rn thanking the Embassy of the United States of America in Port Louis for 
its continuing cooperation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the f~cpublic 
of Sevchelle~ avails itself of this opportunity to renew to it: the assurances 
of its..highest consideration. 

VICTORIA 
22KD JULY 2009 

EMBASSY OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

P.O. BOX 544 

4TH FLOOR, ROGERS HOUSE 

JOHN KENNEDY STREET 

PORT LOUIS 

REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS 



