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Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the 
Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria regarding the Opening 

of an American International School in Algiers 

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the People's 
Democratic Republic of Algeria (hereinafter referred to individually as "Party" ·or 
collectively as "Parties"), 

Wishing to strengthen the bonds of friendship which already exist between the two 
countries; 

Mutually recognizing the importance of opening an American International School to 
admit students who wish to participate in academic programs recognized in the United 
States of America and in Algeria; 

Wishing to promote the teaching of the language and culture of each of the two countries; 
and 

Considering provisions of the Agreement between the Government of the United States 
of America and the Government of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria on 
Cultural Cooperation, signed in Algiers on the 2"d of June 1987 and entered into force on 
the 3rd of October 1988; 

Have agreed to the following: 

Article 1 

The American International School, hereinafter referred to as "the School," is authorized 
to be created in Algiers. The School is to be oriented to provide education to American 
students and other students who have attended or who have already been educated in . 
English-language schools, including students with Algerian nationality, in particular the 
children of government officials who are called upon to work in foreign countries. 

Inasmuch as the school is established in Algiers to ensure the education of the children of 
the U.S. diplomatic community, the School is authorized to give priority to these children 
in attending the School. 

Admission will be granted according to regulations defined by the School Board. 



Article 2 

Subject to available spaces, the School is expected to admit students whose knowledge of 
English is sufficient to allow them to follow the course of instruction. 

It is intended that the School provide an educational curriculum that conforms to U.S. 
standards in the field of education. 

It is intended that the educational program of the School excludes any theological 
teaching. 

It is intended that the educational program of the School includes, for Algerian students, 
the teaching of the Arabic language, Algerian culture, the history arid the geography of 
Algeria. The content of these modules should be subject to coordination between the 
School Board and Ministry ofNational Education~ 

It is intended that the teaching of the subjects mentioned in the foregoing paragraph will 
· be performed by Algerian teachers who are subject to the teaching review by the Ministry 

ofNational Education. 

The diplomas issued and awarded by the School shall be-recognized by Algeria. 

Article 3 

The School will enjoy legal status under Algerian law. 

The operation of the School shall be governed by Algerian legal regulations unless 
otherwise provided by this Agreement. 

The School board is authorized to govern the School, including its curriculum. 

The organization, the operation, and manner of work of the School are to be defined by 
the internal policy of the School. 

The School is authorized to receive funding from the American non-profit foundation 
referred to as "the Friends of the American International School ofAlgeria," based in the 
United States, from the United States Department of State, and from other sources as 
appropriate. 

In response to prospective demand by native English speaking students, the School can 
be composed of a preschool section, kindergarten and levels ranging from first year to the 
twelfth year (level 1 to 12). 

~~--------------------~ 
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The Algerian party shall have no obligation to provide supplies or equipment for the 
School. 

Article 4 

The School establishes the holiday schedule of the year for students, taking into 
consideration the local national and religious holidays in Algeria. This holiday schedule 
should be transmitted to the Ministry ofNational Education. 

Article 5 

Members of the teaching staff and School personnel meeting recruitment requirements 
are authorized to be employed by the School Board either locally or from abroad and 
their salaries as well as other benefits are to be provided by the School budget. 

The personnel of the School shall enjoy a work contract in accordance with Algerian law. 

The· Board of the School is authorized to set the conditions of the remuneration and other 
benefits for the foreign personnel of the School provided that these conditions are 
consistent with Algerian laws. 

The Algerian Party facilitates the issuance of visas of entry into Algeria as well as 
residency permits and work permits to the foreign staff of the School. 

For the purposes of this Agreement, members of the School personnel shall mean the 
Director, the principals, the teachers and the personnel ensuring administrative and 
operational functions. 

Article 6 

The Algerian Party grants the School: 

1. The exemption from customs tax and duties otherwise payable for import of 
pedagogical material and equipment, furniture and sports equipment necessary for 
its operation. 

2. The exemption from customs tax and duties otherwise payable for the import of 
· construction material and vehicles that will be used by the School. The refund of 

~~--------------------~ 
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any value added taxes to the School shall be effected upon request of the School 
Board. 

3. The exemption from fees and tax otherwise normally due and payable for real 
property obtained or used by the School for educational purposes. 

4. Permission for non-Algerian national staff and family members thereof to import 
and export goods free of customs, ta"Ces, and fees (except for excise tax). 
Consistent with Algerian law, goods so imported maybe alienated or transferred 
for use to third persons within three (3) years only after full payment of the 
relevant customs duty. Staff shall be required to pay costs of storage and 
transportation, as well as any other public charges. 

Articles free of customs, tax and fees shall be the following; 

a) Any goods or equipment which are imported by a member of the staff .for 
purposes of performing his/her educational activities; 

b) Objects for the personal use of the non-Algerian nationals staff and family 
members thereof, including one car for each employee, purchased abroad; 
excepting goods subject to excise tax which are brought to Algeria within six 
(6) months from the time the non-Algerian national staff members started 
his/her employment certified by the School. 

5. The exemptions from personal income taxes for the foreign members of the 
School personnel and for their families resident in Algeria. Members of personnel 
of Algerian nationality are excluded from this exemption. 

Article 7 

The Algerian Party facilitates and allows the School, in accordance with Algerian law, 
the use and I or ownership of real property, and I or construction or improvement 
thereupon, for the educational purposes and activities of the School. 

The School facilities should conform with hygiene and safety rules, in accordance with 
Algerian law. 

Article 8 

The School shall collect a tuition fee set by the School Board. 

()&L------4 ---~ 



The School Board can establish exemption from tuition or reduction of tuition fees to 
certain students based on their financial situation. 

The School Board has the right to create scholarship programs 

The fees for Algerian students are calculated and paid in Algerian dinar. 

Article 9 

In view of the accommodations to be provided by the Algerian Party to facilitate the 
establishment and viable operation of the School, the U.S: Government should, at such 
time that the Algerian Government seeks to establish a school within the United States, 
take all practical and possible steps within its purview to facilitate discussions with the 
appropriate state authorities as allowed by U.S. law to obtain benefits similar to those 
bestowed on the American International School in Algiers, including with respect to tax 
exemption addressed in Article 6 of this agreement. 

Article 10 

Any dispute regarding interpretation or implementation of this Agreement shall be settled 
by means of negotiation between the Parties. 

Article 11 

This Agreement may be amended by an exchange of written notes through diplomatic 
channels between the Parties. Amendments shall enter into force in accordance with 
Article 12.1 ofthis Agreement. 

Article 12 

1. This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the later note completing an 
exchange of diplomatic notes between the Parties indicating that each has taken 
any steps necessary to bring this Agreement into force. This Agreement shall 
remain in force for an indefinite period of time. Either Party may terminate this 
Agreement upon six (6) months written notice through diplomatic channels to the 
other Party. 

2. In case of the termination of this Agreement, the termination shall take effect at 
the end of the academic year in which the Agreement terminates. 



Notwithstanding such termination, the Agreement's terms shall continue to apply 
until the School ceases to operate and until its final liquidation. In addition, the 
School shall continue to enjoy tax exemption as set-forth in this Agreement until 
final liquidation. 

Done in Washington, D.C., this 29th day of December, 2015, induplicate, in the Arabic, 
English and French languages, each text being equally authentic. 

For the Government of 
the United States of America 

Anne Patterson 

Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Mfairs 
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For the Government of the People's 
Democratic Republic of Algeria 

Madjid Bouguerra 

Ambassador of the People's Democratic 
Republic of Algeria to the United States 

~lflerica' 
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Accord entre le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis d' Amerique et le Gouvernement 
de Ia Republique Algerienne Democratique et Populaire concernant l'ouverture 

d'une ecole internationale americaine a Alger 

Le Gouvemement des Etats-Unis d' Amerique et le Gouvemement de la Republique 
Algerienne Democratique et populaire (ci-apres denommees individuellement une 
« Partie » ou collectivement les « Parties »), 

Desireux de renforcer les liens d'amitie qui existent deja entre les deux pays ; 

Reconnaissant mutuellement !'importance de l'ouverture d'une ecole intemationale 
americaine accessible aux eleves qui souhaitent participer a des programmes scolaires 
reconnus aux Etats-Unis d' Amerique et en Algerie; 

Desireux de promouvoir l'enseignement de la langue et de la culture de chacun des deux 
pays; 

Considerant les dispositions de I' Accord de cooperation culture lie entre le Gouvemement 
des Etats-Unis d' Amerique et le Gouvemement de la Republique Algerienne 
Democratique et populaire signe a Alger le 2 juin 1987 et entre en vigueur le 3 octobre 
1988; 

Sont convenus de ce qui suit: 

Article ler 

II est autorise la creation de !'ecole intemationale americaine ci-apres denommee 
«!'ecole» a Alger. L'ecole a pour vocation de scolariser des eleves americains ainsi que 
d'autres eleves provenant d'etablissements anglophones, y compris des eleves de 
nationalite algerienne, en particulier, les enfants des agents de l'Etat appeles a exercer a 
I' etranger. 

Dans la mesure ou 1 'ecole est ouverte a Alger pour assurer I' education des enfants de la 
communaute diplomatique des Etats-Unis, !'ecole est autorisee a donner Ia priorite aces 
enfants pour s'inscrire dans cette ecole. 

L'admission sera accordee conformement aux regles definies par le Conseil de !'ecole. 

Article 2 

Sous reserve de la disponibilite des places, !'ecole prevoit d'accueillir les eleves dont la 
connaissance de I'anglais est suffisante pour suivre les cours d'instruction. 

II est entendu que I' ecole offrira un curs us scolaire conforme aux normes americaines 
dans le domaine de !'education. 

II est entendu que le programme scolaire de I 'ecole exclut tout enseignement theologique. 

Il est entendu que le programme scolaire de !'ecole inclut, pour les eleves algeriens, 
l'enseignement de la langue arabe, de Ia culture algerienne, de l'histoire et de la 



geographic de l' Algerie. Le contenu de ces modules devrait faire !'objet d'une 
coordination entre le Conseil de !'ecole et le Ministere de !'Education Nationale. 

Il est entendu que l'enseignement des matieres mentionnees dans le paragraphe precedent 
sera assure par des enseignants algeriens qui sont soumis a line evaluation pedagogique 
du Ministere de !'Education Nationale. 

Les diplomes delivres et decemes par !'ecole sont reconnus en Algerie. 

Article 3 

L'ecole jouit du statutjuridique dans le cadre de la legislation algerienne. 

Le fonctionnement de !'ecole est regi par la reglementation algerienne sauf disposition 
contraires du present Accord. · 

Le Conseil de !'ecole est autorise a diriger !'ecole, y compris son cursus d'etudes. 

L'organisation, le fonctionnement et les methodes de travail de !'ecole sont detinis par le 
reglement interieur de !'ecole. 

L'ecole est autorisee a recevoir des fonds de Ia fondation. americaine a but non-lucratif 
nommee « les amis de !'ecole intemationale americaine en Algerie », basee aux Etats 
Unis, du Departement d'Etat des Etat Unis d' Amerique et d'autres sources, s'il y a lieu. 

Pour repondre aux eventuelles demandes des eleves dont 1 'anglais est la langue 
matemelle, !'ecole peut etre composee d'une section prescolaire, d'une section matemelle 
et de classes de niveaux allant de la premiere ala douzieme annee (annee 1 a 12). 

La Partie algerienne n'a aucune obligation a foumir du materiel ou des equipements a 
!'ecole. 

Article 4 

L'ecole etablit le programme annuel des vacances scolaires des eleves en tenant compte 
des fetes nationales et religieuses en Algerie. Ce programme de vacances doit etre 
transmis au Ministere de !'Education Nationale 

Article 5 

Les membres du corps enseignant et le personnel de I' ecole qui n!pondent aux conditions 
de recrutement peuvent etre embauches par le Conseil de !'ecole localement ou a partir de 
l'etranger et leurs salaires et autres avantages sont regles a partir du budget de !'ecole. 

Le personnel de !'ecole beneficie d'un contrat de travail conforrne a Ia legislation 
algerienne. 

Le Conseil de !'ecole est autorise a arreter les conditions de remuneration et les autres 
avantages du personnel etranger de !'ecole sous reserve que ces conditions soient 
conforrnes a Ia legislation algerienne. 
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La Partie algerienne facilite Ia delivrance de visas d'entree en Algerie ainsi que des cartes 
de sejour et des permis de travail au personnel etranger de I' ecole. 

Aux fins du present Accord, Ies membres du personnel de !'ecole incluent Ie Proviseur, 
Ies directeurs, Ies enseignants et Ie personnel assurant des fonctions administratives et 
techniques. 

Article 6 

La Partie algerienne accorde a I' ecole: 

1. L'exoneration des droits et taxes de douane autrement dus pour !'importation des 
materiels et equipements pedagogiques, le mobilier et les equipements de sport 
necessaires a son fonctionnement. 

2. L'exoneration des droits et taxes de douane autrement dus pour !'importation des 
materiaux de construction et des vehicules qui seront utilises par I' ecole. 

Le remboursement a !'ecole de toute taxe sur la valeur ajoutee est effectue sur 
demande du Conseil de I' ecole. 

3. L'exoneration des redevances et taxes normalement exigibles et payables sur les 
biens immobiliers utilises par !'ecole a des fins pedagogiques. 

4~ L'autorisation pour le personnel non algerien et les membres de leurs families 
d'importer et d'exporter des marchandises exonerees des droits de douane, taxes, 
et charges (droit d'accise excepte). Conformement a la legislation algerienne, les 
marchandises ainsi importees peuvent etre alienees ou transferees pour utilisation 
par des tiers dans Ies trois (3) ans et seulement apres paiement de la totalite des 
droits de douane y relatifs. Le personnel est tenu de payer les. frais de stockage et 
de transport, ainsi que les autres redevances publiques. 

Les articles suivants sont exoneres de droits de douane, taxes et redevances : 

a) Les marchandises ou equipements qui sont importes par un membre du personnel 
aux fins d'execution de ses activites pedagogiques. 

b) Les objets a usage personnel du personnel non algerien et des membres de leurs 
families achetes a I'etranger, y compris une voiture pour chaque employe; a 
!'exception des marchandises soumises a Ia taxe d'accise qui sont amenees en 
Algerie dans Ies six (6) mois a compter de Ia date ou le membre du personnel non 
algerien a commence a exercer son emploi a !'ecole tel que certifie par !'ecole. 

5. L'exoneration de l'impot sur Ie revenu personnel des membres etrangers du 
personnel de !'ecole et de leurs families residant en Algerie. Sont excius de cette 
exoneration les membres du personnel de nationalite algerienne. 
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Article 7 

La Partie algerienne facilite et permet a !'ecole, conformement a legislation algerienne en 
vigueur, d'utiliser et/ou de detenir de biens immobiliers et!ou de construire et de 
moderniser de tels biens a des fins pedagogiques et pour Ies activites de !'ecole. 

Les immeubles de !'ecole doivent se conformer aux regles d'hygiene et de securite de Ia 
legislation algerienne. 

Article 8 

L'ecole collecte Ies frais de scolarite fixes par le Conseil de !'ecole. 

Le Conseil de !'ecole peut deciderd'exempter certains eleves des frais de scolarite ou d'en 
diminuer leur montant pour certains eleves en fonction de leur situation financiere. 

Le Conseil de !'ecole a Ie droit de mettre en place des programmes de bourses d'etudes. 

Les frais de scolarite des eleves algeriens sont calcules et payes en dinars algeriens. 

Article 9 

En contrepartie des concessions faites par Ia Partie algerienne pour faciliter Ia creation et 
!'exploitation viable de !'ecole, Ie gouvernement des Etats-Unis devra, au moment ou Ie 
gouvernement algerien cherchera a etablir une ecole aux Etats-Unis, prendre toutes Ies 
mesures pratiques et les dispositions possibles relevant de sa competence pour faciliter Ies 
discussions avec Ies autorites etatiques pertinentes, en accord avec Ia legislation des 
Etats-Unis, afin d'obtenir des avantages similaires a ceux accordes a !'ecole internationale 
americaine a Alger, y coinpris en ce qui concerne Ies exonerations d'impots mentionnees 
a !'article 6 du present Accord. 

Article 10 

Tout differend concernant !'interpretation ou !'application du present Accord est regie par 
voie de negociations entre Ies Parties. 

Article 11 

Le present Accord peut etre modifie par un echange de notes ecrites par voie 
diplomatique entre Ies Parties. Les amendements entrent en vigueur conformement a 
I' article 12.1 du present Accord. 

Article 12 

1. Les dispositions du present Accord entrent en vigueur a Ia date de Ia derniere note 
diplomatique entre les Parties indiquant que chacune des Parties a pris toutes Ies 
dispositions necessaires pour que cet Accord entre en vigueur. Cet accord reste en 
vigueur pour une duree indefinie. Chaque Partie peut denoncer le present Accord 
apres un preavis de six (6) mois notifie par ecrit a !'autre Partie par Ia voie 
diplomatique. 
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2. En cas de resiliation du present Accord, la resiliation prend effet a la fin de 
l'annee scolaire au cours de laquelle 1' Accord est resilie. Nonobstant cette 
resiliation, les termes de 1' Accord continuent de s'appliquer jusqu'a ce que l'ecole 
cesse de fonctionner et jusqu' a sa liquidation definitive. En outre, 1' ecole continue 
de beneficier de !'exoneration de taxes prevue dans le present Accord jusqu'a 
saliquidation definitive. 

Fait a Washington, D.C., le 29 decembre 2015, en trois exemplaires originaux en langues 
arabe, anglaise, et fran~aise, chaque texte faisant egalement fai. 

POUR LE GOUVERNEMENT 
DES ETATS-UNIS D' AMERIQUE 

Anne W. Patterson 

Secretaire d'Etat Adjoint pour Ies Affaires 
de I' Afrique du Nord et Moyen Orient 

5 

POUR LE GOUVERNEMENT 
DE LA REPUBLIQUE ALGERIENNE 
DEMOCRATIQUE ET POPULAIRE 

Madjid Bouguen;a 

Ambassadeur de Ia Republique 
Algerienne Democratique et Populaire aux 

Eta~nis-~ Amerique 
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