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PREFACE 

 

International school educators have long understood that students entering our 

schools represent great diversity in culture, language and educational experience. 

More recently, we are also recognizing a growing diversity in the range of student 

learning needs in our populations. We see more frequently than ever before 

newcomers to the English language, children with special learning needs, including 

learning disabilities, attention deficit disorders with and without hyperactivity, 

children on the autism spectrum, and students with special gifts and talents.  

Consequently, differentiation is a word that has entered our vocabulary with 

increasing frequency over the last 10 years. Teachers are recognizing that a broader 

range of learner needs has to be met within the context of the regular classroom, 

accrediting agencies are requiring schools to do it, parents are demanding it. 

Educators from Yokohama to Rio de Janeiro are asking, “What is 

differentiation, and how do we do it?” 

The purpose of this book is to address those questions, specifically:  

 What is differentiation? 
 Who is it for? 
 Why is it important? and, 
 How do teachers (and schools) set themselves upon the journey of 

differentiating instruction? 
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