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MARITIME BOUNDARY: FRANCE (REUNION) - MAURITIUS 

On April 2, 1980, the Governments of the French Republic and Mauritius signed an 
agreement delimiting a maritime boundary between Reunion and Mauritius in the Indian 
Ocean. The agreement entered into force on this date.  The full text of the treaty is as 
follows: 

Convention 

Between the Government of the French Republic and the Government of Mauritius on the 
delimitation of the French and Mauritian economic zones between the islands of Reunion 
and Mauritius. 

The Government of the French Republic and the Government of Mauritius, 

Desirous of strengthening the neighborly relations and the bonds of friendship between 
France and Mauritius, 

Wishing to delimit the French economic zone and the Mauritian economic zone between 
Reunion and Mauritius, 

Taking into consideration the work of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of 
the Sea and the applicable principles of international law, 

Considering that application of the equidistant method constitutes in this case an 
equitable system of delimitation, and 

Referring to the statement of findings signed at Port-Louis on May 17, 1979, by the 
representatives of both countries, 

Have agreed upon the following provisions: 

Article 1 

The line delimiting the economic zone of the French Republic and the economic zone of 
Mauritius between Reunion and Mauritius is the median line defined in Article 2. 

Article 2 

1. The line referred to in Article 1 is defined by points P1, P2, P3, P4, P5, P6, and P7, the 
coordinates of which are given in Annex 1. 

2. Said line is drawn on the chart in Annex II. 

3. Annexes I and II are an integral part of this convention. 
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Article 3 

This convention shall enter into force on its date of signature. 

In witness whereof, the duly authorized representatives of both countries have signed this 

convention and affixed their seals thereto.


Done at Paris, in duplicate, on April 2, 1980.


For the Government of the For the Government 
French Republic: of Mauritius: 

Jean Francois-Poncet Sir Harold Walter, Kt. M.L.A. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Minister of Foreign Affairs, 

Tourism, and Emigration 

Annex I 

1. Coordinates of the points mentioned in Article 2: 

Designation of point 

P1 

P2 

P3 

P4 

P5 

P6 

P7 

Latitude South Longitude East 

18°17'11" 55°30'20" 

19°00'49" 55°50'45" 

20°04'57" 56°17'39" 

20°35'55" 56°27'44" 

21°18'19" 56°50'09" 

22°00'32" 57°14'40" 

23°48'05" 58°14'23" 

2. These data are natural geographic (astronomic) coordinates. 

3. The line segments connecting the aforementioned points are rhumb lines. 
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Annex II 
(Hydrographic Chart) 

Analysis 

The France (Reunion) - Mauritius maritime boundary is depicted on the attached 
illustrative page-size map which is based on DMAHTC chart No. 702.  An official map 
was attached to the treaty as Annex II.  Measurements used in this study are based on 
charts and parameters different from those utilized by the parties. Thus, any comparative 
measurements may differ slightly from those found in this study and on the attached table, 
in particular. 

The boundary which, according to the treaty, separates the respective economic zones of 
the islands, consists of seven turning and terminal points and runs in a northwesterly-
southeasterly direction.1  The boundary runs between the similarly shaped and sized 
islands of Reunion and Mauritius and traverses relatively deep water (3300-5000 meters 
in depth) in the southwestern part of the Indian Ocean. In the northwest the boundary 
commences as a tripoint approximately 153 nautical miles seaward of Reunion, Mauritius 
and the island of Tromelin (an unassociated French island which is administered from 
Reunion). 

The boundary comes nearest to Reunion and Mauritius at turning point 4 as the two 
islands are located approximately 95 nautical miles distant from each other at this point.  
The line continues to the southeast until reaching a point 200 nautical miles from each 
island (P7 on the map). The total length of the boundary is 364.8 nautical miles. The 
boundary is a median line since, as noted in the treaty, the two countries agreed that in 
this particular situation the equidistant method constituted "an equitable system of 
delimitation." The distance between boundary turning points and between the turning 
points and the nearest territories are listed in the attached table. 

1 Reference to an economic zone in this study does not imply recognition by the United States of this concept. It is 
the U.S. position that recognition of an economic zone is acceptable only in accordance with and pursuant to a law 
of the sea treaty to which the U.S. is a party. 
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France (Reunion) - Mauritius 
Maritime Boundary

Turning/Terminal 
Boundry Pts. (n.m.) 

Nearest French Territory 
Distance Land to Boundry Pt.Distance Between 

Point (n.m.) 

P1 47.5 Saint Denis Ile Tromelin 153.7 153.2 

153.9 
P2 68.7 Saint Denis 112.3 112.5 

P3 32.3 Pte. De l'Etaing 60.5 60.7 
60.7 

P4 47.2 Rock near Pte. De Piton 47.3 47.6 

47.6 

P5 47.9 Pte. De Bambou 56.1 56.2 

P6 121.2 Pte. De la Table 89.7 89.8 
P7 Pte. De la Tavine d'Ango 200 200 

Pte. De Sable-Blancs 200 

_____________

Total 364.8 n.m.


*Measurements based on U.S. charts 

Nearest 

Mauritius 

Territory


Flat Island


Canonniers Pt.


Vicinity of Ilot Morne (1)

Vicinity of Ilot Morne (2)


Point near Le Morne Brabant 

(1)


Point near Le Morne Brabant 

(2)


Point near Le Morne Brabant 

(2) 

Southwestern coast 
South-Central Coast 
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