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Contact:  Mark A. Miner , FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Phone: (804) 692-3110 April 14, 1998
Pager: (888) 646-3017

STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR JIM GILMORE CONCERNING THE
EXECUTION OF ANGEL BREARD

RICHMOND - Angel Breard. through his attorneys., has petitioned me to grant clemency
for his crimes or, alternatively, 2 reprieve pending the outcome'of ings commenced by the
Republic of Paragusy in the Intcrnational Coury of Justica. The U.S. Secrutary of State has also
requested that I stiv Mr. Breard's exgeution for an indefinite period. For the following reasous. 1
must decline to intervens in this matter,

Breard was convicted 2ud septenced 1o death for the anempted rape and brural murdes of
Ruth Dickic. a 39 vear old urmarried woman. Microscopic exauination of Breard's hair. together
with enzywee and DNA testiug of his blood. establishad Breand's guilt. Additionally. Breard
testified in open court. admitting his own guilt. Breard was represanted by counsel and recsived a
fhir wial. His srguments to overturn his conviction and semtence have becn heard and rejected by
the Suprame Cowt of the Commonweaith of Virginia: the U.S. Dixmict Cour for the Easim
District of Virginia. the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. and the U.S. Supreme Court.

[t has bean stipulated by both he prosecition and Mr. Breard that he was not potified of his
ability to contact his consuiate as required undar the Visnna Convennon on Consular Relations.
Tha Republic of Parsguay has brought a procesding in the International Court of Justice. claiming
thar that foreign tribunal has jurisdiction 1o sy his axecution. void his conviction. and order a mew
wial. The International CowT of Justics has issuved an “indicarion of provisional measurss™ to have
Mr. Breand™ s sxecution dalayed while it considers the merits of Parsguay’s claims. [fis my
understanding that the Imernational Court's procseding could take vears 10 rzach concinsion.
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Boths Mr. Breard and the Republic omegﬁyﬂﬁmescmmingﬁsmmbnforedﬁ O

: U.S. Supremis Court. At the requast of the Court, the U.S. Department of Justics has argued _
3 . forcefully that the rulings of the Internatonal Corirt of Justice arc not enforcaable by the courts of
i the United States, that the Insernational Court of Justiea has not authority o inkerveas ia the ‘

: ] criminal justics system of the Commonweaith of Virginia or any other state, and that the Supreme: -
wl Court should not inferveane in this matar. At the same time, the Secretary of Stats has requastad

W

: that | stay My. Breard"s axacution, The Secretary specificaily raises concern “about the poasibls =

. negative conssquances for the many U.S. citizens who live and wravel abrosd.”
i

i ‘The concerns axpressed by the Secretary of State are due great raspact and I have given -
i thern serious consideration. However. it is bur one of the various concems that [ must ke into |~
k" consideration in reaching my decision. B

g As Govemnor of Virginia my first duty is 1o ensure that those who reside within our borders - -
- both American citizens and foreign nationals ~ may conduct their lives fres fom the fezr of
* crime. Our criminal justios sysiam is dasigned to provide the greatest degree of safety forlaw ' -
sbiding citizens and foreign visitors alile whils ensuring substantial procadural safeguards © thosa -
acoused of crime. [ndead, in this cass Mr. Breard received all of the procedural safeguards thataay .. .
Y American citizen would recaive. ‘ : S
- I am conarned that 1o delay Mr. Breard's execution £o that the Intermational Courzof = .-
e _ Justice may review this master would have The practical effect of wansferring responsibility from the *
courts of the Commonwealth and the United States to the Interparional Court. Should the S
International Court resolve this mamner in Paraguays favoe, it would be difficult, having dalayed
execunion so thar the International Cour? could considar the casz, 1o then cory-out th jury’s
sentence despite the rulings the International Court.

_ The U.S. Department of Justice, together with Virginia's Anomey General, makea °
compelling case that the internationzl Court of Justics has no zuthorify w intarfere with our erimival : -
justice svsiem. Indesd. the safety of those residing in ths Commonwealth of Visginiaisnotthe +
responsibility of the Intsrnational Court of Justice, It is my responsibility and the responsibility of -
law enforcemens and judicial officials troughout the Commonwealh. I cannot cede such '
responsibility 10 the Internaional Court of Justice. ,

I o
. Mr. Breard having commirted a heinous and depraved murder. his guilt being unquestioned.
and the iegal issues being resolved against him. and the U.S. Sepreme Cowrt having denied the '
i petitions of Braard and Paraguay, | find 10 reason 1o inserfere with his senrence. Accordingly, I
T decline 10 do so. .
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