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QUESTION: Do you apprave of vesterday’s raid againsc Irag?

The SECRETARY-GENPRAL: The rald was carried out in accordance with a
mandate fram the Security Council ynuddr resolutiocn 678 (1991), and the motiva

' for the raid was Irag’s vialation of that resolutienm, which concerns the
esase-fize. Ag Secretvary-General of the United Nations, I can tall you that
the actian taken was in accordance with the resolutions of the Securigy
Council and che Charter of the Unived Nationg.

QUESTIQN: .The Arab countries are now accusing the United Nations of

naving a double standard, of taking action against Irag but not. against
Israel. What are you dalng Zor the Palestinian depa*cees’

The szcnsmagg-ggggggg: T had a sandate under Secuzlty Ccunc;l rgesgolurion
799 (1292), which requesated me, to dispatch a special eovoy to wegetiate with
rha Taraeli Government iu ozder to ensure the deportess’ returnm, T sent a
first special envay, (Jameal Jooah, and than I geat & sacond envoy,
Ambassador [Chinmaya] Gharekhan. Yesterday afternoon, I met with the Israeli
¥inigeer for Fareign Affairs, thig morning I had a telephone conversation wich
the Israeli Prime Minister, and.I:am contipuing to negotiate with a view <o
the implementation of Security Ceouncil resglution 79¢.

QUESTION: Do you know if any Government other than thoge of the United
States, France and the Uniged Kirgdam took, part in the raid against Irag?

ThHe SECRETARY-GENEBRAL: To my kncwledgc, only thoge three Stazea

participated, but my znfo:maziou ig from the prass.
QUESTION: How do you aseess the positien taken by the Iragis?

The SECRETARY-GENEHAL: I have beerl in contact with the Iragis for almest
12 months, in an attempt, to convinea them that it is in their interest to
implament the resolwtions of the United Natiens. It 8 in thexr interest,
through implementaticn of the resolutians of the Un;:pd Natiang, to bring the
embargo and the situation they age in ro ano end, Unfortuuacaly, I have not
been successful and have not managed sithnz with reapect to the cease-fire oY
tha othex relevant resclutions, to couvince :ne Iragic that it is ia thair ,
intereat, more particularly in the intersst of the Iraqi people, tc implement
the reamolutions they have accepted.

QUESTION:  How Jdo you explaig Saddam Hussein’p refusal?

Tha -GENE I have nc explanatlcn for ig; I have met with
[Tragi Deputy Prime mlnls:er] Tariq Aziz several Cimes, I have met with Iragi
leaders, I have explainad to them that it is in their imtersst that this
peried of gupervision should come o an ead, and that it is in their Jdnterest
to respect the resolutions and not complicate thlngs for us every Eortnlght Qr
Svexry menth, whether with regard to humanitarian aenistance, trangpore of
humanitarian assistance, or the United Natioma presence for Lha purpose of
Proteeting the non- governmental organizaticns, which will not provide
assistance unless they aze protecred by the Unitad Nations. The Baghdad
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Goverament has caused us one problem after another, all of which I have
endeavourad to solva in a peacaful mamner.

QUESTION: What would the political conpequences of Saddam Husmein’s fall
be? .

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I have no idea, I implement the decisians of the
Security Council. I have no ¢pinien on that.

QUESTION: Are you going to strengthen the United Naticas Irag-Kuwait
Observation Migsion (UNIKDN) ?

The SECRETARY-GENERAYL: That is a matter that must be dealt with in the
cantext of a resolution to be digeussed by the Sacurity Council. If the
Coungil decides to mtrengthen the UNIXCM fcorces, we sha’l screngthen them.

QUESTION: Were you informad of the raid against Iraq in advance?

The SECRETARY -GENERAL: We ave, of couzge, in coneace with the Americans,
the French, the British, and all the members of the Security Council, both
through the starements made in the Council and the negetiations held in the

context of tha Council.

QUESTTON: On the igsue of "Operaticn Restore Hopa", in écmalia, could it
be said rhat the United Naticns has abdicared its resp0n>1bxlit1es to the

United States?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: No. Pizat of all, it took me 11 months to

convince the intermational community of the seriocusness of the gituation in
Samalia. I convened an initial meeting early in 1992 in New York, te which I
irvited the representatives of the Leagus of Aifab Stateg, the Organization of
African Unity (QAD) and the Islamic Conference, to requegt them to help me
alert and mobilize internaticnal public opinion with respect to the Somali
tzagedy. Having done that, I obrained a mandate. The Security Council gave a
Unifiad Command a mandate to caryy out arn initial operation; when thac
operation haw been completad -- that is to say, ooce seCurity has been
restored in Samalia -- we shall proceed to the fSecond stage, which will
gonsist in handing over the entirs operation to the United Nationa. We are in
the process of negotiacing with the Unified Command, which is in a hurry te
leave: as Secretary-Gemeral, I am respongible for the nex: cperation, and I
want the Unified Command to remain {a Somalia as long as possible, since it
has resources that the United Nations does not have. In any event, we shall
cooperate and coordinatae our action, and cnce we have reached agreement the
Dnited Naticns will continue the action undertaken by the Unified Command.

I snould like to add that we are alsg trying to help bring about a
national recanciliatien of the varigus factions, which are currently maeting
in Addis ARbaba. I was told this mozning by telephone that there were a number
of difficulties, bur that thers was reasco to hope that thay would be
overcome=. I have cbtained the support of the Ethig¢piar Govarnment, the
Govermment of Djibouti and the Government of Eritrea. At tha informal meeting

{more)

=

RTINS e _—v-!y--ﬁ

ey e meT——



T e e e | ———— s s

- 3. Press Release SG/SM/4302/Rev.l
15 January 1333

that took place at the beglunning of Japuary, I brought together for the first
tiame in Addis Ababa the Sscretaries-General of OAU, the leagque of Azab States
and the Organization of the Islamic Comference and the representative of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, with a view to achieving maximum
mebilizarion to bring abour naticnal reconciliation. I Should add that in
February we shall hold another conference to cbtain material ageistance 8o
thar refugees can return home and Somalia can be rgconstructed. The operation
will be a long, drawn-gut and difficult one. The real question is wnather I
shall be able to contimue Lo count on the intermationgl community‘s support.
The question in my mind is whether the intermaticnal cammunity, which is
concerned about the Scmali tragedy right gow, will continue to be concermed
about it over the coming =six menths, - )

QUESTION: How much time will you give yourself tco sclve che Pales:znzan
deportes crisis, hefore asking the Security Council t¢ deal with it?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I believe my mandate is very clear: to ensure
the deportges’ return, in accordance with resclurien 739, adopted unanimously
by the Security Council, I am in contact . with the Israeli Government. If I
gee thar these contacts are positive and ceonstructive, that we are finding
ways of dealing with the matter, and that there is sare progress,. I shall
canclude that we can wait.. On the other hand, if I ncte that we have not
achieved the expected results, I shall be cbliged to submit a repoyt to the
Security Council on my mission, and the Council will have to assume
rasponsibilicy for the implemenration of resolucion 739.

QUESTION: What do you recommend?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Right now I cannot recammend anything.
Everything depends on the negotiationg that are raking place.

QUESTION: You are awara of the ulvimavum: thé Suropean Comownity is
giving the Bosnian Serbs six more days to accept the Ggrava compromige.

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: My advice to the Security Council is rthat, since
we have already waited months, we can wait another six days to gee what the
Qutcome i8. My contacts with my personal representative, Cyrus Vance, give me
the impression that he is oprimigtic and that we shall be able to Mmaintain a
certain amount of mumentum in the negotiations, despitz the difficulries
eacounteresd, the errors pade and the arrocities commitvtsd,

If the Bosnian Serbs duv not respend in any way within the six days, I
shall regport on the matter to the Security Council, amd it will then be for
the Council to decide on appropriate measgsures in view 2f what could then be
referred to as the failuges of the Geneva Conferance,

QOUESTIQN; You are going to meer with the Greek Minister for Foreign
Affsira. What will you say to hBim about Macedonia? .

Zhe SECRETARY-GENERAL: The only 'scoop” that I can give you. is that this

afternoon I am mesting with the Greek Minister for Foreign Affairs, and rhat

(mora)
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tomorrow morming I shall weet with the President of the Rapublic of
Macedonia. My role is to try to find a peaceful solution to each given
conflict. I am unfortunately not always successful in doing so, tue I shall

do my best to £ind a sclution te this prablen.

As to the procedure for admitting a State to membership in the United
Mations, that is a matter that is decided by the Security Council and the
Gengral Ageembly, hot the Secretary-Genexal,

QUESTION: Have you cbtained assurances ing Paris with respect to how
Prance 'intends to £ollow up on The statement made by Roland Dumas last Sumnday.
which appeared tc come as a surprise to you with vegard to hilateral action

involviug France in Bosaia?

. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I feel that clarifications have heen provided on
this matter. France, wvhich is a permanent member of the Secuzity Council and
an extremely ssportant Member of the United Nations, intends to act only
within the context aof the UMited Nations. In face, one of the goals ©f French
diplomacy has always 'bsen to strengthen the role of the United Natious.

QUESTION: What do you think of the proposal by Roland Dumas regazding
the egtablishment of an incermactional tyribunal to cry crines comdtted in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and do you thiak that the United Ratiems will adopt a

resoluticn on the maceer?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: There is, in fact, already a Commission sat up
pursuant te the relevant Secuvity Council resolution, which has five members
and whose purpose i3 to consider crimes committed in the former Yugoslavia and
to recommend action to be taken in that connecticn! That is the £irst point I
wish to make, Secpndly, for a number of years, tha Intermatianal lLaw
Cammission has been working on the establishment of an iatesaarional criminal
court to desal with way crimes and ganoc:.de. We have thus been working on this

matter for a long time.

w: In southern Africa, what is the gituation vegarding peace in
Angola and what is the United Ratione positicn in that cormectiem?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I am in contact with my Special Represenrative in
Luanda, Margarec Anstee. MNoreover, I am peracnally in contact with 'the two
leaders, the President of the Republic, Jose dos Sanros and Jonas Savimbi,
[leader of the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITR)!
who 25 to 30 years ago CTOOK refuge in Egypt. I know thum both personally
and am trying -- through persanal- contacts, through oy Representative. and.
through contacts with friemdly countries in a popition to influsnce the tweo
protagenists in the conflict -- to get a“dialogue in motiom. Tamorrow, the-
rapreseatatives of the two parties are going to meer in Addis Ababa in oxdex
to try to find a cease-five formula. We are coneinuing ro make a major offort
te £ind a solution %o this preblem.

QUESTION: The party led by President dos Santos won the electioms,
howevar. sShould you not be talking te him?

(more)
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The SECRETARY.GENERAL: What I am seeking is dislogus. If we confine
purselvas ©o legal arguments -- Mr., X iz good, and Mr. Y is bad -- we ghall
nevex get armywhars. We must entsr imnto a dialogue: it would have been helpful
if -ehig dialoque could have taken places in Geneva, with the agreement of both
partiss. But, since there has basen no such agreemsnt, we are willing to hold
the dialeogue in any other part of the world. I had puggssted Geneva, as I was
in Geneva ar ch@ time. That would have facilitvated my persomal mediaticn.

But that was not possible. However, that is noc re3json for not pursuing our
efforts to find 3 solution to the problem.

QUESTION: I shouwld like ro have your persomal view on which dizection
Bosnia is heading in: cowards more war or more peace?

Th Y- : In all horagty, 7 must tell you that I do not
know. All I knaw 13 that we must try at a3ll ¢osts to maintain the dialogus.
This is an extremely complicated matter that is zot confined toc Bosnia. There
are potauntial conflicts hetween Croatia and Serbia, there are potential
conflicts in Macedonia, and there are poeentigl couflicts in Kasovo, So it isg
an extremely complex problem, As to the goal of the Umited Natioms -- despite
the fact chabt the United Nations is somstimes accused of being insufficiently
active -- it is to continue to try to negotiace and to try, through dialogue,
ro find solutiors. This will be a lang, drawn-our, &ifficult cperation,
requiring a great deal of political creativity. In che meantime, the
negoriations must continue. And zhen, if we conclude that nothing more can be
done, as I said. the Sesurity Council and the States Memberec of the United
Nations will bave 2o asgume respendibility for the matter following the
failure of the negotiations.

QUESTION: In Bosnia, there is 3 new phencmencn: the rape of Muslim
women and girle. What approach 8o you intand to take to this?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: We have twa Commissions thar deal with such
cases. Firstly, we have a Special Rapportsur appointed by the Cemmission an

Human Rights ig Geneva; gecondly, we have another Commigsion, to which I have
already referred, set up under a Security Council resolution.

LR 2 1 N 4

TOTAL P.G7

|



	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6

