
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a group of nuclear supplier 

states that seek to contribute to the nonproliferation of nuclear 
weapons through the implementation of two sets of Guidelines for 
nuclear exports and nuclear-related exports.  

 
 

 The NSG Guidelines include: 
 

o Guidelines for the Export of Nuclear Material, 
Equipment and Technology (INFCIRC/254/Rev.10/Part 1)   
 

o Guidelines for Transfers of Nuclear Related Dual-Use 
Equipment, Materials, Software and Related 
Technology (INFCIRC/254/Rev.7/Part 2) 



 
 Part 1 contains a Trigger List that is illustrative of commodities 

“especially designed or prepared” for the processing, use, or 
production of special fissionable material. 

 
 The Trigger List prohibits the export of commodities and 

related technology: 
 

o to any non-nuclear weapons state that does not have a legally binding 
commitment for full scope safeguards with the IAEA; or 
 

o if the exporting country is not satisfied that the export will be used for 
peaceful purposes 



 Three exceptions to the prohibitions of Part 1: 
 

o Export is deemed essential for the safe operation of an 
existing safeguarded facility (must be an Imminent 
Radiological Danger) 
 

o Export is under the “grandfather” provisions (April 3, 1992 
for original members and time of membership of 
subsequent members) 
 

o Transfer is destined to a safeguarded facility in India; 
policy decision published as INFCIRC/734, as corrected. 



 The Part 2 Guidelines contain a list of nuclear 
related dual-use equipment, materials and 
related technologies. 

 NSG Part 2 Guidelines prohibit the export of 
controlled commodities and technologies: 
o to any non-nuclear weapons state for use in nuclear 

explosive activity, or in an unsafeguarded nuclear fuel-cycle 
facility; 

o when there is an unacceptable risk of diversion, or if the 
export would be contrary to nonproliferation objectives; or 

o if there is a risk of diversion to terrorist acts. 
 There are no exceptions to the prohibitions of 

Part 2. 
 



       

 Aim of the NSG Guidelines: 
 
 Ensure nuclear trade for peaceful purposes does 

not contribute to proliferation of nuclear 
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices; and  
 
 That international trade and cooperation in the 

nuclear field are not hindered unjustly. 
 

 
 

 
            

        
      
         



 Participating Governments implement Guidelines 
through national legislation. 

 
 Any change to the Guidelines requires a consensus 

decision in the NSG.  
 

 Participating Governments’ National policies and laws 
and can go beyond.  
 

 Important mutual reliance between export controls and 
international safeguards, (Annex 2 of the AP, NPT 
Article III, INFCIRC/153). 
 
 



 NSG origins in early 1970s when it was realized 
that the export control elements of the NPT were 
inadequate. 
 Not all major nuclear suppliers were parties to 

the NPT  
 NPT export provisions were narrowly 

constrained and did not include technology 
controls. 



 Major suppliers agreed to and published 
Guidelines for nuclear transfers in 1978. 

 They did not meet again as a group until 
1991, but adherence to the Guidelines 
grew from the original seven to 26 states 
by 1991. 

 Participation in the NSG has continued to 
grow, with 46 states and 2 permanent 
observers today.   



 
 The NSG Plenary is the governing and decision-

making body for all NSG issues, including:  
o policy issues; 
o all Part 1 and Part 2 issues, and; 
o  participation. 
o   

 It may set up technical working groups on issues 
including, but not limited to:  
o review of the NSG Guidelines; 
o the Annexes; 
o procedural arrangements; 
o  information sharing, and;  
o transparency activities.  
 



 The Consultative Group (CG) is the standing 
working body for the NSG.   

 
 The CG reports to the Plenary on: 

o deliberations of NSG Guidelines on nuclear 
supply and the technical annexes; and 

o recommendations on these and other issues, as 
requested by the Plenary. 

 
 The CG helps set the agenda of the Plenary by 

creating separate sessions and Agendas for Part 1 
and Part 2 issues.   



 The CG meets at least twice a year.  
o The first principal meeting is held immediately 

before the Plenary.  
o The second meeting normally takes place 

approximately six months after the Plenary.  
 

 CG also makes decisions by consensus.  
 

 The Permanent Mission of Japan in Vienna 
acts as a Point of Contact  

 



 Ability to supply listed items 
 Adherence to and act in accordance with 

NSG Guidelines 
 Legally-based domestic export control 

legislation in force?  
 Party to NPT or equivalent international 

nonproliferation agreement? 
 In full compliance with undertakings 
 Support international nonproliferation 

efforts 
 
 



          

46 Governments currently participate in the NSG:  
 
ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BELARUS, BELGIUM, 
BRAZIL, BULGARIA, CANADA, CHINA, CROATIA, CYPRUS, 
CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ESTONIA, FINLAND, 
FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, ICELAND, 
IRELAND, ITALY, JAPAN, KAZAKHSTAN, REPUBLIC OF 
KOREA, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MALTA, 
NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, NORWAY, POLAND, 
PORTUGAL, ROMANIA, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, SLOVAKIA, 
SLOVENIA, SOUTH AFRICA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, 
SWITZERLAND, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM, 
and UNITED STATES. 

 
* EU and Zangger Committee Chairman are Permanent Observers. 

          
         
   

      
         



 Troika format  
 Contacts with non-participating 

governments and international 
organizations  

 Regular contacts with specific countries 
 Best practice guides 
 Prepared to support efforts by States to 

adhere to and implement Guidelines 
 
 

 
 



Following the events of September 11, 2001,  
the NSG adopted the following measures to 

strengthen the Guidelines: 
 
• Prohibit states to authorize transfers which they 

believe might be diverted to acts of nuclear 
terrorism 

• Strengthen requirements on physical security 
• Require the protection of sensitive (Trigger List) 

facility design information and related technology 
for the design, construction and operation of such 
facilities 

 



The NSG recently agreed to: 
 

 Suspend transfers of Trigger List items to 
states that are found to be in 
noncompliance with their safeguards 
obligations 

 India Exception 
 Controls on Enrichment and Reprocessing 

Transfers 
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The Nuclear Suppliers Group



The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a group of nuclear supplier states that seek to contribute to the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons through the implementation of two sets of Guidelines for nuclear exports and nuclear-related exports. 





The NSG Guidelines include:



Guidelines for the Export of Nuclear Material, Equipment and Technology (INFCIRC/254/Rev.10/Part 1)  



Guidelines for Transfers of Nuclear Related Dual-Use Equipment, Materials, Software and Related Technology (INFCIRC/254/Rev.7/Part 2)









Part 1 Guidelines



Part 1 contains a Trigger List that is illustrative of commodities “especially designed or prepared” for the processing, use, or production of special fissionable material.



The Trigger List prohibits the export of commodities and related technology:



to any non-nuclear weapons state that does not have a legally binding commitment for full scope safeguards with the IAEA; or



if the exporting country is not satisfied that the export will be used for peaceful purposes









Part 1 Guidelines: Exceptions

Three exceptions to the prohibitions of Part 1:



Export is deemed essential for the safe operation of an existing safeguarded facility (must be an Imminent Radiological Danger)



Export is under the “grandfather” provisions (April 3, 1992 for original members and time of membership of subsequent members)



Transfer is destined to a safeguarded facility in India; policy decision published as INFCIRC/734, as corrected.









Part 2 Guidelines 

The Part 2 Guidelines contain a list of nuclear related dual-use equipment, materials and related technologies.

NSG Part 2 Guidelines prohibit the export of controlled commodities and technologies:

to any non-nuclear weapons state for use in nuclear explosive activity, or in an unsafeguarded nuclear fuel-cycle facility;

when there is an unacceptable risk of diversion, or if the export would be contrary to nonproliferation objectives; or

if there is a risk of diversion to terrorist acts.

There are no exceptions to the prohibitions of Part 2.











Aim of NSG Guidelines

						

Aim of the NSG Guidelines:



Ensure nuclear trade for peaceful purposes does not contribute to proliferation of nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices; and 



That international trade and cooperation in the nuclear field are not hindered unjustly.









			 	 			 									

					

								









Implementation 

Participating Governments implement Guidelines through national legislation.



Any change to the Guidelines requires a consensus decision in the NSG. 



Participating Governments’ National policies and laws and can go beyond. 



Important mutual reliance between export controls and international safeguards, (Annex 2 of the AP, NPT Article III, INFCIRC/153).













Origins of the NSG

NSG origins in early 1970s when it was realized that the export control elements of the NPT were inadequate.

Not all major nuclear suppliers were parties to the NPT 

NPT export provisions were narrowly constrained and did not include technology controls.









Development of the NSG

Major suppliers agreed to and published Guidelines for nuclear transfers in 1978.

They did not meet again as a group until 1991, but adherence to the Guidelines grew from the original seven to 26 states by 1991.

Participation in the NSG has continued to grow, with 46 states and 2 permanent observers today.  









NSG Plenary



The NSG Plenary is the governing and decision-making body for all NSG issues, including: 

policy issues;

all Part 1 and Part 2 issues, and;

 participation.

 

It may set up technical working groups on issues including, but not limited to: 

review of the NSG Guidelines;

the Annexes;

procedural arrangements;

 information sharing, and; 

transparency activities. 











CG Roles and Responsibilities

The Consultative Group (CG) is the standing working body for the NSG.  



The CG reports to the Plenary on:

deliberations of NSG Guidelines on nuclear supply and the technical annexes; and

recommendations on these and other issues, as requested by the Plenary.



The CG helps set the agenda of the Plenary by creating separate sessions and Agendas for Part 1 and Part 2 issues.  









CG Roles and Responsibilities

The CG meets at least twice a year. 

The first principal meeting is held immediately before the Plenary. 

The second meeting normally takes place approximately six months after the Plenary. 



CG also makes decisions by consensus. 



The Permanent Mission of Japan in Vienna acts as a Point of Contact 











Membership: Factors for Consideration 

Ability to supply listed items

Adherence to and act in accordance with NSG Guidelines

Legally-based domestic export control legislation in force? 

Party to NPT or equivalent international nonproliferation agreement?

In full compliance with undertakings

Support international nonproliferation efforts













NSG Participating Governments

							 	

46 Governments currently participate in the NSG: 

ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BELARUS, BELGIUM, BRAZIL, BULGARIA, CANADA, CHINA, CROATIA, CYPRUS, CZECH REPUBLIC, DENMARK, ESTONIA, FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, GREECE, HUNGARY, ICELAND, IRELAND, ITALY, JAPAN, KAZAKHSTAN, REPUBLIC OF KOREA, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MALTA, NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, NORWAY, POLAND, PORTUGAL, ROMANIA, RUSSIAN FEDERATION, SLOVAKIA, SLOVENIA, SOUTH AFRICA, SPAIN, SWEDEN, SWITZERLAND, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM, and UNITED STATES.



* EU and Zangger Committee Chairman are Permanent Observers.
					 	 			 									

					

								









Outreach 

Troika format 

Contacts with non-participating governments and international organizations 

Regular contacts with specific countries

Best practice guides

Prepared to support efforts by States to adhere to and implement Guidelines

















Nuclear Terrorism

Following the events of September 11, 2001, 

the NSG adopted the following measures to strengthen the Guidelines:



Prohibit states to authorize transfers which they believe might be diverted to acts of nuclear terrorism

Strengthen requirements on physical security

Require the protection of sensitive (Trigger List) facility design information and related technology for the design, construction and operation of such facilities











Recent Accomplishments

The NSG recently agreed to:



Suspend transfers of Trigger List items to states that are found to be in noncompliance with their safeguards obligations

India Exception

Controls on Enrichment and Reprocessing Transfers










Thank You!




13th International Export Control Conference, Slovenia
7-9 May 2012
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