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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Pursuant to Public Law 89–497, approved July 8,
1966 (80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)—
‘‘. . . the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of
maritime jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices
of the United States, and of the several States, without any fur
ther proof or authentication thereof.’’

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office,
Washington, D.C. 20402
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Scientific Cooperation
Memorandum of understanding signed at Washington
February 7, 1997;
Entered into force February 7, 1997.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON
BASIC SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH COOPERATION
BETWEEN
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA
AND
THE RUSSIAN FOUNDATION FOR BASIC RESEARCH
The National Science Foundation of the United States of America and the
Russian Foundation for Basic Research, hereinafter referred to as "the Parties,"
Desiring to implement a mutually beneficial program of cooperation in the
field of basic scientific research,
Based on the principles of the Agreement between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government of the Russian Federation on
Science and Technology Cooperation, signed December 16, 1993,1 hereinafter
referred to as "the Agreement of December 16, 1993,"
Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE I. PRINCIPLES
1.
The objectives of this Memorandum of Understanding (Memo
randum) are to encourage and increase cooperation in the basic sciences between
researchers and institutions of the two countries; to provide opportunities for the
exchange of information, ideas, skills, and techniques; to address problems of
common interest; and to utilize facilities and equipment available to both coun
tries for scientific research.
2.
The scope of the cooperation shall cover all branches of basic science
excluding research in the clinical medical sciences, and business administration.
3.
The Program undertaken pursuant to this Memorandum shall encour
age and support the exchange of scientists and cooperative scientific activities.
The Program shall consist primarily of two program elements: Cooperative
Research and Joint Seminars and Workshops. The primary aims of Joint Semi
nars and Workshops shall be to identify research priorities and develop future
joint research projects. Other activities may be added by mutual agreement.
4.
Implementation of the Program shall be in accordance with the laws
and regulations of the two countries.
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5.
Activities conducted by the Parties pursuant to this Memorandum are
subject to the availability of funds. Each side shall share in the effort and the
cost of each activity within the Program. Precise matching of funds, human
resources, or facilities in any given activity is not required.
6.
The National Science Foundation shall be responsible for coordi
nating all American participation under this Memorandum, and the Russian
Foundation for Basic Research shall be responsible for coordinating Russian
participation. Both Parties shall employ their best efforts to involve universities,
research institutions, and other appropriate scientific entities in the activities
sponsored under the Program. In general, planning of collaborative activities
shall be undertaken on the initiative of interested scientists.
7.
Access to results and information derived from an activity under the
Program shall be provided through publications in scientific journals or through
other existing channels. Intellectual property created or furnished pursuant to this
Memorandum shall be protected according to Annex II of the Agreement.
ARTICLE II. CONDUCT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE PROGRAM
Conditions for the conduct and administration of the Program, including
responsibilities, procedures, and financial arrangements, are set forth in Annex
I to this Memorandum.
ARTICLE III. JOINT REVIEW OF THE PROGRAM
Representatives of the Parties shall meet periodically in Washington or
Moscow as necessary, to review the results of the activities under this Memo
randum, to consider modifications of the Program, to communicate information
about new scientific policies within their respective countries, and to exchange
information on budgets and other administrative matters.
ARTICLE IV. ENTRY INTO FORCE, TERMINATION, AND AMENDMENT
1.
This Memorandum shall enter into force upon signature by the Par
ties, and shall remain in force for five years. It shall be automatically renewed
in successive five-year periods unless terminated in accordance with paragraph
2.
2.
Either Party may terminate the Memorandum at any time after giving
written notice to the other Party at least six months in advance of such termi
nation.
3.
In case of termination of the Memorandum, previously approved joint
research projects, workshops and seminars shall remain valid until their date of
expiration.
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4.
The Parties may, by mutual consent in writing, amend this Memo
randum and the Annexes thereto.

DONE at Washington, DC, in duplicate, this 7th day of February, in the
English and Russian languages, each text being equally authentic.

For the National Science Foundation
of the United States of America:

For the Russian Foundation for
Basic Research:

Neal Lane

[Signature]
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ANNEX I
IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENTS
FOR
THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
ON
BASIC RESEARCH COOPERATION
BETWEEN
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA
AND
THE RUSSIAN FOUNDATION FOR BASIC RESEARCH
SECTION I.
INTRODUCTION
In accordance with Article II of the Memorandum, the Parties agree upon
the following conditions for the conduct and administration of the Program.
SECTION II.
CONDUCT OF THE PROGRAM
1.
The Parties shall be responsible jointly for direct transaction of mat
ters of Program policy and for the overall coordination of the Program. Each
Party shall designate a Program Officer who shall be the principal point of con
tact for the other Party in the conduct of the business of the Program.
2.
For proposals from researchers of their respective sides, the Parties
shall receive, evaluate for merit, and ensure conformance with the provisions of
this Memorandum. Proposed activities may be incorporated into this Program
only upon approval of the Parties.
3.
The Parties shall seek to facilitate the granting of visas and other
forms of official permission for entry into and exit from their respective national
territories of participating individuals, and seek to waive the custom duties on
equipment and supplies required to carry out an approved activity according to
the laws and regulations of each country.
SECTION III.
ACTIVITIES OF THE PROGRAM
1.
Cooperative Research Projects will be designed jointly by interested
scientists of both countries. Written proposals will be submitted concurrently to
the National Science Foundation and the Russian Foundation for Basic Research
TIAS
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for evaluation and disposition. The proposal should include a description of the
research project, the nature of the cooperative activities to be undertaken, a list
of the principal participants with biographical and bibliographical data, a budget
showing expected costs, the proposed starting date, and the proposed duration.
The proposal shall be submitted at least six months in advance of the proposed
starting date.
2.
Joint Workshops and Seminars will be research-oriented and well
focused. They may be held in either country, will normally be limited to ten
participants from each country, will typically be three to five days in duration,
and may include related scientific visits. Written proposals for workshops and
seminars should be prepared jointly by scientists or institutions of each country
and submitted concurrently to the National Science Foundation and the Russian
Foundation for Basic Research for consideration at least six months before the
proposed meeting date.
3.
Scientific visits of short duration will not be supported under the Pro
gram. However, the Parties may elect to jointly support program development
activities of mutual interest, on a case by case basis.
SECTION IV.
PROCEDURES
1. In parallel, the Parties will evaluate proposals according to the rules of
the National Science Foundation and the Russian Foundation for Basic Research,
respectively, determine if funding is available, and exchange pertinent informa
tion with the other Party.
2. Within six months from the date of proposal submission, final agreement
on support of a collaborative research project, scientific activity or program will
be established by an exchange of correspondence between the Parties containing
necessary information.
3. Principal investigators and their institutions whose proposals have been
approved under the Program are responsible for the performance of the approved
activity and for the proper use of funds. Principal investigators of each side must
report on the progress of their activity through established channels in their
country.
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SECTION V.
FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
1.
Each side shall support the basic costs within its own territory of
activities approved under this Program.
2.
When an exchange of personnel takes place, each side will cover the
costs of hosting each visitor in accordance with the accepted norms of each
country, unless otherwise specified. This will include lodging and meals;
domestic transportation connected with the visitor’s scientific objectives; and
emergency medical care. Dependents will not normally be covered under the Pro
gram.
3.
For jointly approved activities under the Program, the sending side
shall provide round-trip travel for its own participants to the site of the research
activity in the receiving country, unless otherwise specified.
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ANNEX II
SECURITY OBLIGATIONS
I. PROTECTION OF INFORMATION
Both Parties agree that no information or equipment requiring protection in
the interests of national defense or foreign relations of either Party and classified
in accordance with the applicable national laws and regulations shall be provided
under this Memorandum. In the event that information or equipment which is
known or believed to require such protection is identified in the course of
cooperative activities undertaken pursuant to this Memorandum, it shall be
brought immediately to the attention of the appropriate officials and the Parties
shall consult to identify appropriate security measures to be agreed upon by the
Parties in writing and applied to this information and equipment and shall, if
appropriate, amend this Memorandum to incorporate such measures.
II. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER
The transfer of unclassified export-controlled information or equipment
between the Parties shall be in accordance with the relevant laws and regulations
of each Party. If either Party deems it necessary, detailed provisions for the
prevention of unauthorized transfer or retransfer of such information or equip
ment shall be incorporated into the contracts or implementing arrangements.
Export-controlled information shall be marked to identify it as export-controlled
and identify any restrictions on further use or transfer.
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