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PROTOCOL
BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
AND

THE NATIONAL NUCLEAR SAFETY ADMINISTRATION OF
THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

ON COOPERATION IN NUCLEAR SAFETY MATTERS

The United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission (USNRC) and the National Nuclear

Safety Administration of the People's Republic of China (NNSA), hereinafter the Parties;

In accordance with and subject to the "Agreement Between the Government of the United

States of America and the Government of the People's Republic of China on Cooperation in

Science and Technology," signed in Washington on January 31, 1979, as amended and

extended (hereinafter the 1979 Agreement);

Recalling the "Protocol Between the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission and

the National Nuclear Safety Administration of the People's Republic of China on Cooperation in

Nuclear Safety Matters," signed on October 17, 1981; as amended and extended on September

26, 1986; as amended and extended on January 11, 1993; and successor agreements signed on

September 24, 1998; April 23, 2004; and January 7, 2008;

Considering the "Memorandum of Further Cooperation on the nuclear safety of the

Westinghouse AP 1000 Nuclear Reactor" signed on May 25, 2010;

In view of the joint cooperative efforts and results achieved by the Parties, the Parties'

reaffirmation of the importance of continued close cooperation in nuclear safety matters, and the

Parties' intent to expand significantly the scope of the existing cooperation between them;

Have agreed as follows:
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ARTICLE 1
Technical Information Exchange

To the extent that the USNRC and the NNSA are permitted to do so under the laws,

regulations, and policy directives of their respective countries, the Parties will exchange

unclassified technical and regulatory information relating to the safety and environmental

impacts of civil nuclear installations, materials, waste management and activities on the basis

of equality, reciprocity, and mutual benefit.

A. The cooperation on nuclear safety regulation of civil nuclear installations and radiological 

safety may include the following areas:

1. Topical reports concerning nuclear safety, radiological safety including safety for waste

management, decommissioning of nuclear power plants and management of radioactive

sources and environmental effects written by or for one of the Parties as a basis for, or in

support of, regulatory decisions and policies.

2. Documents relating to significant licensing actions and safety and environmental

decisions affecting civil nuclear facilities.

3. Detailed documents describing the USNRC process for licensing and regulating certain

U.S. facilities mutually determined to be similar to certain facilities being built or planned

in China and equivalent documents on such Chinese facilities.

4. Information in the field of reactor safety research that the Parties have the right to

disclose, either in the possession of one of the Parties or available to it, including light

water reactor safety information. Cooperation in research areas may require a separate

agreement, as determined to be necessary by the research organizations of one or both

of the Parties. Each Party shall transmit immediately to the other information concerning

research results that requires early attention in the interest of public safety, along with an

indication of significant implications.

5. Reports on operating experience, such as reports on nuclear incidents, accidents and

shutdowns, and compilations of historical reliability data on components and systems.
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Regulatory procedures for nuclear safety, radiological safety including safety for waste

management, decommissioning of nuclear power plants, and management of radioactive

sources and environmental impact evaluation.

7. Early advice of important events, such as serious operating incidents, government-directed

reactor shutdowns, and emerging technical issues, that are of immediate interest to the

Parties.

B. Cooperation in Nuclear Safety Research

The terms of cooperation for joint programs and projects of nuclear safety research and

development, or those programs and projects under which activities are divided between the

two Parties, including the use of test facilities and/or computer programs owned by either

Party, shall be considered on a case-by-case basis and may be the subject of a separate

agreement, if determined to be necessary by the research organizations of one or both of the

Parties. When not the subject of a separate agreement, the terms of cooperation may be

established by an exchange of letters between the research organizations of the Parties, and

shall be subject to the terms and conditions of the present Protocol.

Technical areas specified by such exchanges of letters may be modified subsequently by

mutual consent. Temporary assignments of personnel by one Party in the other Party's

Agency shall also be considered on a case-by-case basis and shall, in general, require a

separate agreement between the research organizations of the Parties.

C. Training and Assignments

Within the limits of available resources and subject to the availability of appropriated funds,

the USNRC and NNSA shall cooperate with each other in providing certain training and

experience for nuclear safety personnel. Unless otherwise agreed, costs of salary,

allowances, and travel of participants shall be paid by the sending Party. The following are

typical of, but not necessarily restricted to, the kinds of training and experience that may be

provided:

1. USNRC designated inspector accompaniment of NNSA inspectors on reactor operation and

construction inspection visits in China, including extended briefings at NNSA

headquarters and regional offices and NNSA designated inspector accompaniment of



USNRC inspectors on reactor operation and construction inspection visits in the United

States, including extended briefings at USNRC regional inspection offices.

2. Participation of nuclear safety staff in training courses sponsored by each of the Parties
(depending on availability of space).

3. Temporary assignment of experts for certain periods to be determined by the Parties to work

on staff duties of the regulatory body and gain on the job experience.

ARTICLE 2

Administration

A. The exchange of information under this Protocol shall be accomplished through letters,

reports, and other documents, and by visits and meetings arranged in advance on a

case-by-case basis. Periodic meetings shall be held at such times as mutually agreed to

review the exchange of information and cooperation under this Protocol, to recommend

revisions to the provisions of the Protocol, and to discuss topics coming within the scope of

the cooperation. The time, place, and agenda for such meetings shall be agreed upon in

advance. The terms of the visits which take place under the Protocol, including their

schedules, shall have the prior approval of the administrators referred to in Article 2.B.

B. An administrator shall be designated by each Party to coordinate its participation in the overall

exchange under this Protocol. The administrators shall be the recipients of all documents

transmitted under the exchange, including copies of all letters unless otherwise agreed.

Within the terms of the exchange, the administrators will be responsible for developing the

scope of the exchange, including agreement on the designation of the nuclear energy

facilities subject to the exchange, and on specific documents and standards to be

exchanged. One or more technical coordinators may be appointed as direct contacts for

specific disciplinary areas. These technical coordinators shall ensure that both

administrators receive copies of all transmittals. These detailed Protocols are intended to

ensure that a reasonably balanced exchange giving access to equivalent available

information is achieved and maintained.

C. The administrators shall determine the number of copies to be provided of the documents

exchanged. Each document shall be accompanied by an abstract in English, 250 words or

less, describing its scope and content.
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