United States-Jordan 2018-2021 Work Program for Environmental Technical Cooperation

On February 12, 2018, the Governments of the United States and the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan adopted this Work Program during a meeting of the Joint Forum on Environmental
Technical Cooperation (Joint Forum), established pursuant to the United States-Jordan Joint
Statement on Environmental Technical Cooperation. This Work Program updates the Work
Program covering the period 2014-2017. The Governments intend to review progress toward
achieving the goals contained in this Work Program and may modify the goals and activities in
future consultations on environmental cooperation. Implementation of the activities in this Work
Program is subject to the availability of funds/resources from the Government of the United States.

I Background

The Governments of the United States and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan executed a Joint
Statement on Environmental Technical Cooperation (Joint Statement) on October 24, 2000,
corresponding to the twenty-sixth day of Rajab, 1421. In so doing, the Governments recognized
the importance of protecting the environment while promoting sustainable development in
connection with expanded bilateral trade under the United States- Jordan Free Trade Agreement.
The Joint Statement establishes a Joint Forum with a mandate “to advance environmental
protection in Jordan by developing environmental technical cooperation initiatives, which take into
account environmental priorities, and which are agreed to by the two governments.”

I1. Mutually-Identified Goals and Related Activities

In accordance with the Joint Statement, the Governments have identified the following goals and
activities that they intend to pursue during 2018 through 2021, noting that bilateral and regional
efforts may complement each other in many cases. Below each goal are examples of related
activities, including activities that are currently underway, in the planning stages, or proposed:

1) Improve capacity of institutions and strengthen policies for effective implementation and
enforcement of environmental laws, including combating illegal trade in environmentally
sensitive goods.

e Bilateral and regional training and technical exchanges for investigators, police, rangers,
prosecutors, judges,-and customs officials on investigating and prosecuting environmental
cases and ensuring compliance with environmental laws, including through permitting,
inspections, monitoring, and enforcement, to also include the provision of specialized technical
equipment and services as needed.

e Bilateral and regional technical exchanges on effective implementation and enforcement of
environmental laws, including implementation of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), Montreal Protocol on Substances that
Deplete the Ozone Layer, International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships,
1973 as modified by the Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78), Minamata Convention on
Mercury, Ramsar Convention, and other multilateral envwonmental agreements to which both
countries are party.

e Technical assistance aimed at Jordan achieving CITES Category 1 status by the end of the
current work plan.

e Promote region-wide involvement in regional environmental comphance ancl enforcement
networks and initiatives.
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2)

3)

4)

III.

Protect wildlife and sustainably manage ecosystems and natural resources.

Technical support for protected area management, rehabilitation of reserves/protected areas,
wildlife management, and sustainable tourism, including continued development of curricula
for the Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature’s Ajloun Nature Academy.

Technical support for forest and rangeland conservation and protection programs to help
sustainable forest management efforts that protect groundwater resources and prevent land
degradation.

Technical support and training to develop a strategy and work plan on combating wildlife
trafficking to, from, and through Jordan.

Improve clean production processes and encourage adoption of sound environmental
management practices and use of innovative environmental technology.

Support certain private sector enterprise or industrial sector efforts to develop strategic
environmental management plans.

Share best practices in: (1) conducting energy and water efficiency audits, (2) appropriate
application of waste to energy technology including refuse-derived fuel, (3) developing
renewable energy sources, (4) water-saving agriculture practices, (5) materials recycling, (6)
water reuse, and (7) financial incentives for green investment.

Support cooperation between Jordanian and U.S. private sector businesses and development of
networks that can engage on environmental issues, such as water and energy efficiency,
pollution prevention, solid and hazard waste management, and recycling.

Promote environmental education, awareness, transparency, and public participation in
environmental decision-making and enforcement. _

Collaborate with NGOs, research institutions, the private sector, academia and media to
conduct public outreach and build awareness about environmental issues such as water
conservation, waste management, marine and coastal management, and protected area
management.

Conduct youth education activities, in partnership with local NGOs, aimed at developing an
understanding of energy efficiency, water conservation, science, and accountability in
environmental issues, such as littering.

Benchmarks, quitoring, and Evaluation

As the Governments implement activities under the Work Program, they intend to identify
performance indicators and benchmarks to measure progress in furthering the goals of these
activities, and to facilitate public reporting of that progress. The Governments intend to encourage
input from a variety of agencies and civil society groups regarding potential activities and
evaluating the effectiveness of activities, and to make information on activities available to the
public on a regular basis.
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