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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)—

“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued

under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent
evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the

United States, and of the several States, without any further proof
or authentication thereof.”



MARSHALL ISLANDS
Law Enforcement: Customs
Agreement effected by exchange of notes

at Washington July 9, 2002;
Entered into force July 9, 2002.



The Department of State refers to recent discussions
between the Department and the Embassy of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands regarding customs laws and regulations
governing the arrival and departure of yachts used and employed
exclusively for pleasure at the ports of the United States and
the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

United States law, as implemented by the United States
Customs Service regulations, authorizes the issuance of a
cruising license to a yacht of a foreign country if yachts of
the United States are allowed to arrive at and depart from such
foreign country and to cruise in the waters of its ports without
entering or clearing at the customhouse thereof and without the
payment of any charges for entering or clearing, dues, duty per
ton, taxes or charges for cruising licenses.

The Embassy of the Republic of the Marshall Islands has
informed the Department that the Republic of the Marshall
Islands has enacted Regulations for Private Yachts Cruising

Permit, as amended. These Regulations authorize the issuance of

DIPLOMATIC NOTE



a cruising permit to a yacht of a foreign country if yachts of
the Republic are allowed to arrive and depart from ports in such
foreign country and to cruise in the waters of such ports
without entering or clearing at the customhouse thereof and
without the payment of any charges for entering or clearing,
dues, duty per ton, tonnage, taxes or charges for cruising
permits, pursuant to a reciprocal agreement between the Republic
and such foreign country. The Embassy of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands has further informed the Department that the
laws of the Republic of the Marshall Islands shall not require
vachts of the United States to obtain departure clearance from a
port of entry upon departure from the Republic for so long as
the U.S. yacht holds a Qalid Marshall Islands cruising permit.
The Department of State therefore proposes that the
Government of the United States and the Government of the
Republic of the Marshall Islands enter into an agreement
extending to yachts of the other country the reciprocal
privilege of arriving at and departing from their ports and of
cruising in their waters without entering of clearing at the
customhouse thereof and without the payment of any charges for
entering or clearing, dues, duty per ton, tonnage, taxes, or
charges for the cruising license, subject to completion of the
appropriate administrative procedures and approval by the

appropriate authority in each country. Any vessel holding a



cruising license shall be used exclusively for pleasure and
shall not engage in trade nor violate the laws of the country
issuing the cruising license in any respect. Nothing in this
agreement shall be construed to exempt yachts of either country
or any persons or items aboard such yachts from any other legal,
regulatory, or administrative requirements or procedures.

The Department of State further proposes that this note and
the Embassy’s reply thereto shall constitute an agreement
between our two Governments which shall enter into force upon

the date of your note in reply.

Department of State,

Washington, .. - § -uil



EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSBALL ISLANDS
2433 Massachusens Avenue, N.W,,
Washington, D.C. 20008
Tel. # (202) 234-5414
Fax #(202) 2325236

No. 34/2002

The Embassy of the Republic of the Mazshall Islands has the honos to acknowledge your
Diplomatic Notz dated June 26, 2WLM& Rapublic of the Marshall Islands and
the United States enter into an zgreement which would grant reciprocal engsing peomit
privileges m United States and Marshall Islands pleasiwre yachts. Since the granting of recipracal
cruising permit privileges will be murually tapeficial 1o both naons and fisther strengthen,
relations berween the two countries, the Republic of the Marshall Jslands = pleased w enter imo
such zp agreeraent.

Mutrshall Islands law, as implemented by the Marshall Is}ands Regulations For Privaze
Yachs Cruising Permit (43 MIRC, Chaprer 2), autharizes the issuance of 2 cruising licenss 1o 2
yacht of a foreign county if yachts of the Marshall Islands are allowed 1o arrive at and depart
from such foreign counny and to cruiss in the waters of its ports withous sntering of clearing ar
the customhouse theraof and without the payment of auy charges for entering or clearing, dues,
duty per ton, taxes or charges for eruising licenses.

Since fhe United States Custom Service regulations would bestoiy tho sarae righas and
protections to Marshall Islands pleasure yachrs visiting ports of call in the United States, the
Embassy of the Republic of the Marshall Islands agrees with the Deparyncpt of State’s proposal
ther the Govemnment of the United States and the Government of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands emzer into an agreement extending to yachs of the other country:the reciprocal privilege
of amiving at and departing from theix ports and of cruising in their waters withour entering or


http:ManbA.ll

clearing at the customhouse thereof and withont the payment of any charges sir entering or
clearing. duss, duty per tou, Tonnage, taxes, or charges for tha cruising licensd, subject to
completion of the appropriate administrative procedures and approval by thé sporopriate
authority in each country. Ip addiion, the Marshall Islands uad the United Swtes agree not 10
requirs & yachs thar has recejved a valid cruising permit to obtain departure cjearance from a port
of enry upon departure from the United States or Marshall [slands. Any vessel holding a
cruising licensa shall be used exclusively for pleasure and shall not epgage in trade por violate
the laws of the counuy issuing the cruising license in any respect. Nothing w this agreemant
shall be copstrued 10 exempt yachts of either country or any persons or itesrs aboard such yachis
from anyv other legal, regulatory, or ad_minisu:aﬁvc requirements or procedury’s.

The Embassy of the Republic of the Marshall Islands agrees with the'Deparment of |
Stare’s proposal that this Note along with the Noie submitted by the Departtaent of State
shall constitute an. agreement betwesn ous two Gwmm@. Accordingly.-per the
recommendation of the United States, the agreement will enter into force ugon the daze of this
Note of 7eply, which is 9 July 2002,

Deparunent of State
Washington, D.C.

Tuly 9, 2002 /%
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