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STATEMENT BY THE MOST HONOURABLE ANDREW HOLNESS, ON, PC, MP 
PRIME MINISTER OF JAMAICA 

WHITE HOUSE GLOBAL COVID-19 SUMMIT ON ENDING THE PANDEMIC AND BUILDING BACK 
BETTER HEALTH SECURITY TO PREPARE FOR THE NEXT 

22ND SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. President, 
Madame Vice President, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I am delighted to participate in the White House Global COVID-19 Summit and congratulate the 
Biden Administration on this important initiative.  My administration firmly believes that no one 
is safe until all of us are safe.  For this reason, the Government supports the aims and objectives 
of this Summit and conveys its endorsement of the draft targets related to: 

(i) Vaccinate the World,  
(ii) Save Lives Now and  
(iii) Build Back Better, emphasizing that these are three essential elements which are 

critical to ending the pandemic and to fuel our rebuilding efforts. 

Vaccinate the World 
A most immediate priority is the issue of vaccine access.  I thank you for the leadership that you 
have provided, Mr. President, in responding to the calls of Jamaica and the wider CARICOM in 
this regard.  It is anticipated, however, given the emergence of new variants, that vaccine access 
will remain a critical feature of our COVDI-19 response for the foreseeable future. We, therefore, 
endorse this focus, as vaccines will remain an indispensable feature of our collective efforts to 
combat the spread of the virus.  

Save Lives Now 
At the core of building resilience and building back better, is restoring the health and well-being 
of our people. As such, my Government would support the targets recommended under this 
section, in particular the need to address the oxygen crisis, eliminate the testing gap, ensure that 
all countries have timely access to safe and effective therapeutics, boost Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) manufacturing capacity, and improve detection, monitoring and mitigation of 
new COVID-19 variants.  

Build Back Better 
The multiple challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic have constrained our fiscal 
capacities and threatened our hard-won macro-economic gains. We, therefore, must pay special 
attention to the issue of Financing for Development in the Era of COVID-19 and Beyond.  It is for 
this reason that I have been working with the Prime Minister of Canada and the UN Secretary-
General, to underscore the importance of finding ambitious, yet practical policy options for 
consideration by the international community to support COVID-19 response and recovery. I, 
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therefore, look forward to us working to ensure complementarity of efforts, and have noted with 
interest the proposal to create a sustainable health security financing, by establishing and 
financing a global health security financial intermediary fund (FIF). I would urge, even as the 
details are elaborated, that access to such a fund takes into account a country’s socio-economic 
and environmental vulnerabilities, which remain vital to effectively responding to and recovering 
from the health, social and economic implications of the pandemic. 
 

 

 

 
 

Vision  
My vision remains to move Jamaica from Poverty to Prosperity. It is the fulcrum of our 2030 Vision 
for National Development and informs our efforts to implement the Sustainable Development 
Goals. For this reason, we are committed to creating herd immunity by vaccinating at least 65% 
of our population by March 2022.  We believe that this will be critical to protecting both lives and 
livelihood.  We, therefore, look forward to working with all our partners in this endeavor.  

In closing, I welcome the opportunity that the follow-up discussions next year will provide, as we 
anticipate being able to return to normalcy. 

Thank you. 


	WHITE HOUSE GLOBAL COVID-19 SUMMIT ON ENDING THE PANDEMIC AND BUILDING BACK BETTER HEALTH SECURITY TO PREPARE FOR THE NEXT
	Vaccinate the World
	Save Lives Now
	Build Back Better
	Vision





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Delegation Jamaica COVID-19 Summit Participant Statement_V1.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 3



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

