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Madam Chair,  

 

The application of nuclear science and technology around the world to the benefit 

of countries’ socioeconomic goals and the health and well-being of their citizens is 

nothing less than inspiring. 

 

The United States underscores the critical role of the IAEA in promulgating 

nuclear science and technology for peaceful purposes as envisioned in Article IV 

of the NPT and reaffirms its support to the IAEA’s peaceful uses work, including 

its Technical Cooperation Program and the work of the Department of Nuclear 

Sciences and Applications.   

 

We also draw attention to the Peaceful Uses Initiative (PUI), which has provided 

the IAEA with a source of extrabudgetary funding that can supplement the 

Technical Cooperation Fund.  U.S. PUI funds have supported areas that include 

human and animal health, food security, water resource management, 

environmental issues, nuclear safety and security, and nuclear power infrastructure 

development.  We would welcome language that highlights the PUI in a report 

from this committee. 

 

The United States believes a report from this committee should also reflect by 

name some of the new, cross-disciplinary areas of work of the IAEA that 

especially showcase the potential for peaceful uses to play an important role in 

helping to achieve the SDGs.   
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• The joint FAO/IAEA Centre of Nuclear Techniques in Food and 

Agriculture supports SDG 2 (Hunger) and SDG 15 (Life on Land) by 

applying nuclear science to protecting plants from insect pests and breeding 

new plant varieties that show improved crop yields, disease resistance, 

and/or drought and salinity tolerance.  

 

• The Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) supports SDG 2 (Hunger) and SDG 3 

(Good Health and Well-Being) by eradicating Tsetse flies carrying the 

African sleeping sickness in Senegal, reducing Mediterranean fruit fly 

populations in the United States and Central America, and reducing disease-

bearing mosquitos.   

 

• The Zoonotic Disease Integrated Action (ZODIAC) initiative supports 

SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-Being), expanding on capacity-building 

and training activities that the Agency has historically offered through its 

Network of Veterinary Laboratories (VetLab) programs in Africa and 

Asia to address diseases that affect animals and humans 

 

• The IAEA’s new project “NUclear TEChnology for controlling Plastic 

Pollution” (NUTEC Plastics) supports SDG 6 (Clean Water and 

Sanitation) and SDG 14 (Life in the Water) by using radiation 

technologies to breakdown plastics.  The IAEA also uses isotopic techniques 

to help determine the movement and quality of groundwater resources and to 

understand and monitor ocean health.   

 

• The IAEA’s Programme of Action on Cancer Therapy (PACT) and new 

flagship program, “Rays of Hope” integrate the breadth of the IAEA’s 

expertise to support Member States towards achieving SDG 3 (Good Health 

and Well-Being).   

 

IAEA activities also promote the application of nuclear science and technology to 

promote the sustainable, safe, and secure use of low-carbon nuclear power can help 

meet growing energy demand reliably and securely.  Through TC projects, the 

IAEA is promoting nuclear energy, science, and technology to help with electricity 
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supply and support other cutting-edge industrial applications such as wastewater 

treatment, medical isotope production, polymer industry, food and medical supply 

irradiation, and non-destructive product testing.  These IAEA efforts support SDG 

7 (Affordable and Clean Energy), SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and 

Infrastructure), and SDG 13 (Climate Action). 

 

In all its activities, the IAEA seeks to help achieve SDG 17 (Partnerships for the 

Goals).  The IAEA works closely with international organizations to maximize the 

impact of its work, and it also develops long-term plans for assistance called 

Country Program Frameworks in close consultation with its Member States to 

ensure that this assistance aligns with national development goals. 

 

The United States is proud to have provided extensive support to the IAEA’s 

Nuclear Applications Laboratories in Seibersdorf, Austria. These labs respond to 

the developmental needs of Member States in a range of subject areas, conduct 

applied research and development, deliver training and capacity-building to 

Member States and provide technical and analytical services to and under IAEA 

programs.  We are co-sponsoring with South Africa and Germany a side event 

drawing attention to these laboratories on August 18 and invite you all to attend. 

 

 

Madam Chair, 

 

The United States suggests that a report from this committee specifically note the 

importance of promoting diversity and gender inclusiveness in the field of nuclear 

science and technology.  The U.S. has contributed to the IAEA’s Marie 

Sklodowska Curie Fellowship Program, and we welcome the inclusion of a 

specific reference to this program in a report from this Committee.   

 

Thank you, Madam Chair. 


